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JVortiWn Ditlrict ef Netb^ York, to urit: 

BE IT REMEMBERBD^ TM on the lifth day of i 
April, in the fifty-fleoond yesf of the ladependence or the*-' 
tJnited States of AsMiioa^ A . D. 182B, Cinrler Staats, of tkt * 
•aid District, hath deposited in this Office the title of a ' 
Book the right whereof he claims as author and proprie- 
tor, in the words following, to Wit: 

*'Trihvte to the memory of De Witt Clinton, late coremor of the 
state of New-Tork. Beinc a conaprehensiTe sketch of nis life, togeth- 
er with the pr|>;;^edins;B of the New-York legislature, and of Tarioua 
iMirperate andMi»lic oodles : also, the notices of his death firom the 
most distngHished Joimrii irth^ ynitfedlBtfttf ; iM a citizen of Al- 
hanY." *•••••• ••• •••• •••r» 

In conformitT to the aet <»f the CAngfeAof thtTTmted States, entitled 
<*^ Act for tne eacooraggBei^ of JeaaiiBg^hy^iecaring the copies of 
itiaj^s, charts, and books, to th^ antlim*iaNr|n0rietors of such copies, 
during the times therein meatMedi* ani'also, te the act entitled ** An 
ttct snpplementary to ah wtt^jp^ed *Jim tabler the encouragement of 
homing, by securing the ^i^oCikaM;:dhaKs, and books, to the an- . 
thors and proprietors of sn(n ^<m|H,Vtpi|i£E,tlikii4ies therein mention- 
ed,' and ezteBdiac the benefits thereof to the arts .of designing, engniT- 
ing, wad etching mstoriMl and other prints.** 

RICHARD R. LANSING, 
aerk ofU^ Ainifterw Di^rid qf New-York. 
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The sudden death of De Witt Clinton, 
during the present sitting of the legislature, 
and while he was wielding the destinies of a 
powerful state, whose permanent prosperity 
it had been his highest ambition to pro- 
mote, caused the nation to mourn. Appro- 
priate honours to his memory were paid by 
all classes of citizens. A profound venera- 
tion for the high character of the deceased, 
and believi^ff:thatja.ic6W^itftf pf the various 
expressions bf-pubtic sort'oWfor his death, 
would be desi^at^l^vA^ ab^, inter^ting memo- 
RIAL of one, t^J^ipsQ^na^^is .identified with 
the glory of me Scfeifrrtrj?,** induced the compi- 
ler to publish this work. 

Great piins have been taken to make a 
judicious selection and arrangement of the 
various notices, and the engraving was obtain- 
ed from a plate owned by the Corporation of 
the city of New- York, by whom it was loan- 
ed expressly for this work. 

AVkm\i, April, 1828. 
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During the civil wars in England, in the reign of 
Charles the first, William Clinton was distinguished 
, by his attachment to the royal cause. On ks failure, 
he sought refuge, with many other of the adherents of 
Charles, on thp pp^tinentof £i|sq{>9^ . After spending 
some time in $^(^ce^aM S^aiY^iH^^^iv^nt secretly to 
Scotland, where ho,mai^^ ei lady of the family of 
Kennedy. He finiQy^Ui&dincIreland, where hedied, 
leaving a son naftieS^'|eii[Ue^*^^(6]ir,l)ut two years old. 
On attaining the a^e bf^maiiiiadd; James made a visit 
to England for the purpose of recovering his patrimo* 
niai estate. In this object he did not succeed; but 
his visit was not without its advantages; for having 
married Miss Elizabeth Smith, a daughter of a cap* 
tain in Cromwell's army, and an officer of great rq>u- 
tation, he acquired sufficient influence to obtain an 
honourable standing in Ireland, whither he returned. 
His son Charles, grandfather of De Witt Clmton, was 
bom in the county of Longford. His father bestowed 
great cave on his education; and he seems to have 
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j^ossessed a character of no ordinary grade; for on 
his emigrating to this country in the year 1729, he 
m« attended by many of bis friends, who adhered to 
his fortune^ and willingly accompanied him into a 
distant land. He estabhshed himsdf in the county dT 
Ulster, in the state of New- York, where he filled, with 
great credit, the office of judge. He was also ap- 
pointed a colonel of the militia of that province, and 
commanded a regiment at the capture of Fort Fron- 
tenac, by Colonel Bradstreet The leisure which his 
public duties allowed him was devoted to the pursuits 
of literattire and to the cultivation and enjoyment of 
social intercourse. Greorge Clinton, the fether of the 
late Sir Henry^Cliatoii, Avasjth^n.gpyprpor of the col- 
ony. With thi^' |f»|t%jia'6 he^^e^ i^SLcquaintance, 
which might perhap0«h^v^ b^m .^pduced by ties oi 
distant consanguinity' $uihv)i<ib^ ripened into an inti- 
macy that only a 6(>n^4'^i£^)it^2Gif ^afacter could have 
effected. X^e son of -fiofefidi'^Cliiiten, the late vene- 
rable vice-president of the United States, was named 
after the colonial governor. Several splendid offers, 
made to him by Gov^nor Clinton, were declined by 
the colonel, who preferred a life of respectable inde- 
pendence, in the bosom of his family and in the culti- 
vation of letters, surrounded by his colony of friends 
and countrymen, to all the allurements of office and 
all die pageantry of rank. 

Colonel Clinton left four sons and one daughter. 
Of the sous, Alexander was educated at Nassau Col- 
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lege, practised as a physician, and cUed without %. 
dren. Charles became a surgeon in the British arm^ 
and was never married. James was a major-general 
in the revolutionaiy army, and Qeorge filled succes- 
sively the offices of governor of New-Yoric and vice- 
president o4the United States. Major-general James 
Clinton married a lady named Mary De Witt, c^ a 
highly respectable family, from HoUand, by whom he 
had four sons and three daughters. 

DE WITT CLINTON, the illustrious subject of 
this brief biography, who was the third son of General 
James Clinton, was bom in the year 1769, at the 
ftmily residence, in Orange county, in ihe state of 
New- York. After attending to the first rudiments of 
education, he entered a grammar school, taught by the 
Rev. John Mofiat, a presbyterian clergyman, fix>m 
which he was transferred in 1782, to a distinguished 
academy at Kingston, conducted by Mr. John Addi- 
son. During the revolutionaiy war, few good semi- 
naries for education existed, and the reputation of this 
necessarily drew to it most of the young men of the 
state of New- York, who were then engaged in their 
course of studies. In this academy Mr. Clinton 
remained nearly two years, pursuing the usual rou- 
tine of academical education. After the war, in 1 784, 
he entered the junior class of Columbia College, hav- 
ing been examined in the presence of the regents of 
the University; and being the first student who enter- 
ed that seminary after the conclusion of peace. His 



y 

y 

edlq;»te education was attended widi peculiar nd- 
" vantagea: flie Rer« Mr. Moore, snce btahop of Neir- 
York; Samud Bard, M« Delate preaident of tbe Col- 
lege of Pbysidana and Surgeona at Neir-Tork; Jcdm 
Kemp, \j\j. D.; J. D. Groee, D. D.; and Winiam 
Cochran, A« M,, were then profeasors, and in the ze- 
nith of their usefuhiesa and rq>utation. He had also 
the benefit of an excellent libraiy. At the commence^ 
ment for conferring dq^reea, he delivered the salutato- 
ry oration in Latin, and received the honours of the 
nnivermty. 

He commenced the study of the law in 1786, with 
Samuel Jones, Esq., a celebrated counsellor, second 
to none of his profession for profound and extensive 
knowledge. Mr. Clinton received the usual licences 
or degrees in the law, but was abruptly called off from 
the further cultivation of the pursuit, by circumstances 
arising from the situation of political affairs in the state 
of New- York. The germs of the two great parties 
which have since divided the country, were at that 
time beginning to appear. His uncle, George Clin- 
ton, then governor of the state, was assailed by a com- 
bination of almost all the talents of that section of the 
country ; and pamphlets and newspaper essays were 
poured upon the public with unrestrained profusion. 
Mr. Clinton, relinquishing eveiy other pursuit, entered 
warmly and exclusively into the vindication of the 
eonduct and principles of his unde; and it is believed 
that the greater part of the controversial politics on 
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that aide, was managiHl bjr him churing thie period of 
turbul^ice and irritalion. He contioued wkh hia u»- 
de, as his secretary^ during his administetion, which 
Qnded ia 1795. The goremor declined a re-decdon, 
not only on account of the in state of Ms health, but 
firom his olifervance also of the republican rule of 
rotation in office^ Mr. Clinton had been honoured, 
while with his venerable uncle, with the o&Ge» of 
secr^ary ctf the Unirersity, and of the Board of For^ 
tificati<ms of New-York. Upon the. retirement of Ae 
goreriKH*, Mr. Clinton also withdrew from public life. 
But his efforts, as an individual, in rallying and sup- 
porting the party of which he might thai have been • 
considered the leader, were not for a moment remitted. 
To do this with effect, however, it seemed necessary 
that be should be placed in a pubhc station; and ac- 
eordin^y, in the spring of 1797 he was dected a mem^ 
ber of Assembly for the city of New- York, without 
qiposition. The pc^cal party adverse to that to 
which Mr. Clinton belonged, obtained a majority in 
the legislature, and had among them many men of 
talents. The minority might also boast of considera- 
ble capacity, and were respectable too in point of 
numbers. Mr. Clinton became sm active member of 
the house; and although almost Whdly engrossed by 
the concerns of party, he was ardently engaged on 
every subject which had relation to the advancement 
of science or the cultivation of benevolence. DuKng 
this session, Robert R. Livingston was proposed as 
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governor, in opposition to Jolm Jay, and Mr. CUnton 
wrote the address to the dectors, in favour of the 
former gentleman. Mr. Jay, however, succeeded in 
his election. Mr. Clinton was at this period chosen 
a member of the Senate for four years; and in that 
body had the pleasure to meet as members his old 
preceptors, Addison and Jones. Differing from them 
on many points of pditical importance^ and feeling in 
common with persons of aU parties, the irritation pro- 
duced by the times, Mr. Clinton experienced no dimi- 
nution of the attachment he had always entertained, 
and never for a moment lost sight of the respect he 
• had been accustomed to extend towards these worthy 
men. During this p^od of Ifis legislative career, a 
iai^ portion of his attention was bestowed upon sub- 
jects which had rdationto the protection of the pub- 
lic health; the promotion of agriculture, manufac- 
tures, and the arts generaUy; the establishment of the 
oredit of our staple conunodities in foreign markets ; 
the gradual abolition of slavery; the encouragement 
of steam-boats; and the various objects of municipal 
improvement. 

In the spring of 1800, the current of pubUc' opinion 
was turned in favour of the political party to which 
Mr. Clinton was attached, and they succeeded at the 
election of that year by a large majority. The oppo- 
site party had at this time a majority in the Senate, 
and in Mr. Jay, as governor, they possessed a re- 
spectable and most decided executive officer. Mr. 
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Clintoii was choseD a member (3i Ae Council of Ap- 
pointHient, betwten whom and the governor a vic^ent 
dispute arose reqpecting the exclusive right of nomi- 
nation, which, wh3e it lasted, suspended all app<Mnt- 
ments. On the 26th of February, the goremor r^ 
resented the conduct of the council to the Ass^nbly, 
SHdd on the 17th of March, this representation was 
foBowed by a long argumentative answer, written by 
Mr. Clinton. The abject being left to the state con- 
vention, which regulated the number of legislators, 
that body pronounced, on tins much controverted 
point, in fiivour of the council. The Assembly of 
1800 was composed of the most respectable men of 
the party, among whom were Governor Clinton, Gen- 
eral Gates, General Clinton, Judge Livingston, Lieu- 
tenant-gotemor Broome, and Mr. Samuel Osgood. 
The ensuing spring, George Clinton was again elect- 
ed governor. 

On the 9th of February, 1802, Mr. Clinton was 
appointed a senator of the United States, in the place 
of General Armstrong, who had r^gned ; and on the 
23d of the same month he took his seat in the Senate, 
of which he continued an active member until Octo- 
ber, 1803, when he retired, having been chosen mayor 
of the city of New- York. The journals of the Senate 
bear evidence of his attention to his official duties. 
The part he took in the debate on the proposition of 
Mr. Ross to seize New-Orleans, served greatly to 
distinguish him* 
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He contiBued to preside over the police of New- 
York^ until the 9th of March, 1807, when he was 
succeeded as mayor by Cdooel Wfflet 

In April, 1805, having been again sent to the Senate 
of the state of New-York, he brought forward in that 
body, a plan &r the drfence c^ the city, whic^ was 
adopted, and appropriaticms voted to carry it is^ ex- 
ecution. His efforts were also li^ed to extend the 
benefits of education, by encouraging the Lancaste- 
rian* system; to the removing disabilities firom Ro- 
man Catholics ; to the permanent support of the New- 
York Hospital; and to the advancement of various 
benevolent institutions. On the 31st of January, 1806, 
he was chosen a member of the Council of Appoint- 
ment. 

In 1808, Mr. Clinton was again appointed mayor 
of New-Yprk. He was also this year chos«i a. re- 
gent of the University, In the Senate he still con- 
tinued to extend his support to the ecouragement of 
free schools and- colleges, and manu&ctures. 

In the course gf this session, at his instance, the 
Academy of Fine Arts in New- York, was incorporat- 
ed, and spacious rooms in the government-house as- 
signed for its accommodation. The preceding year, 
1807, had witnessed, a great political convulsion in 
the state, which terminated in the complete revolution 
of parties, and in the first election of Governor Tomp- 
kins. 
. The record of the proceedings of the Senate of 
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New-Yoi^ for the sessions of 1809, 1810, and 181 1, 
exhibits proofe of Mr. Clinton's great usefulness. — 
Under his auspices, the New- York Historical Soci^ 
was incorporated ; die Orphan Assylum, and Free 
School were fostered and encouraged; and a Air 
eompany was established, with the view of diverting 
that important branch of inland trade from Canada. 
He introduced laws to prevent kidnapping, or the 
further introduction of slaves, and to punish those 
who sdiould treat them inhumanly; for the support of 
the quarantine establishment; for the encouragement 
of missicmaiy societies ; for the improvement of the 
public p<dice; for the prevention and punishment of 
crime ; for the perfecting the militia system ; for pro- 
moting medical science ; and for endowing semina- 
ries of education. 

In 1811 Mr. Clinton was chosen mayor of New- 
Yoife, having been superceded the preceding year, in 
consequence of a change of party in the city. This 
office he continued to hold, by annud appointment, 
until 1815. 

An act of the legislature had been passed, on the 
motion of Mr. Clinton, in 1808, for granting one hun- 
dred thousand doBars to be appropriated towards for- 
tifying the city of New-York. This, and other laws, 
winch were subsequently passed, were carried into 
execution by a board of commissioners, of which he 
was president. The important works on Staten Isl- 
and, show the intdligence, economy and active indus- 
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try of the board, aided by the science and practic^Sl 
skill a:< an engineer, of Colonel Jonathan Williams^ 
who superintended the erection of the works. At a 
latQT period, during the recent war, Mr. Clinton was 
chairman of a committee of the corporation, and 
drew the masterly report which indicated the meas- 
ure and the mode of defending the city. His plan 
was adopted and carried into effect, under his auspi- 
ces, by the corporation, aided by the patriotic inhabit- 
ants of New-York and the surrounding country, by 
whose exertions works of defence sprang up in every 
direction. During this period of danger, Mr. Clinton 
believed it to be his duty to offer his services for ac- 
tive operation in the field, having held for some time 
the station of major-general in the militia of the state. 

In 1811 he was chosen lieutenant-governor of the 
state of New- York ; and in the following year, was 
recommended as a candidate for the office of presi- 
dent of the United States by the unanimous voice oi 
the republican' members of the state of New- York. 

Governor Clinton was closely connected with n^any 
literary, scientific and benevolent institutions, of sever* 
al of which he was the framer, and of which he seem- 
ed to have been the animating spirit. He was presi- 
dent of the Literary and Philosophical Society of New- 
York, and of the Economical School Societies; a re- 
gent of the University; a member of the Society for 
the Promotion of Useful Arts ; and of the Humane So- 
cietyi He was admitted a member of the American 
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Philosqphical Society, and of all the principal associa- 
tions in this country, and ct several in E«urope. In 
1812, he received the honoraiy degree of L.L. D. 
and was for a number of years, Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge, and presided over some of the higher 
bnAciies of that institution. On the incorporation cS 
the literary and Philosophical Society, he, as their 
premdent, opened their first meeting with an introduc- 
toiy discourse, which has been generally and deserv- 
edly admired, both for its style and matter. This dis- 
course is published in the first volume of the transac- 
tions of that society, in quarto. A second discourse 
is printed in the second volume of the collections of 
the New- York Historical Society, together with a 
memorial soliciting legislative aid for that institution. 
This eloquent appeal induced a grant from the legis- 
lature, of twelve thousand dollars. Another discourse 
of Mr. Clinton, delivered upon the first exhibition of 
the American Academy of the Fine Arts, established 
in New- York, together with his speeches on the con- 
templated war with Spain, and his various addresses 
and reports, have appeared in print. 

During his occupancy of a seat in the Senate of 
this state, he was called upon, as a member of the 
liighest tribunal, to give opinions in controverted 
eases. Some of which are contained in Johnson's 
rq)orts. 

De Witt Clinton was mamed to Maria Franklin, 
the eldest daughter of Walter Franklin, an eminent 
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&ad opulent merchant of New-Yoik., By diis lady he 
was Uessed with a numerous femily of ch3dren. 

As a citizen, usdul, active, and meritorious, he was 
second, probably, to no man in the United States. — 
In the great and growing state and dity of which he 
was a native and resident^ no man has stamped %is 
name, his genius, and his services on more monu- 
ments of pubhc munificence and private utility. 

With a capacity improved by long habits o( practi- 
cal attention to business, few men in any legislative 
body or executive council, ever acquired that desree 

the ordinary affairs of society, which have eminently 
distinguished his public life. In tiis judicial duties, 
promptitude, solidity, and talent marked his course — 
his energy was equal to any occurraice and his decis- 
ions and opinions were regarded as standard authori- 
ties. 

As a public speaker, he addressed himself to the 
judgment rather than to the passions — ^he commanded 
the understanding rather than fascinated the heart — 
and the ornaments and graces of declamation were 
supplied by the undaunted firmness^ of his manner, 
the full manly tone of his voice, the soundness of logic, 
the strength of remark, the beauty of method, and the 
clearness and force of deduction. As a writer, his 
style was neither gorgeous nor unadorned. Not des- 
titute of the beauties of language and embellishments 
of fancy, nor simply stale or ins^idly tame and cold, 
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it preserved a medium between the nidged and the 
we»k, the inflated and the low, and was adapted with . 
a happy and natural skill to the numerous and dissimi- 
lar topics which from time to time it embraced.— 
Didactic, serious, and impressive, when the subject 
required, learned and scientific when necessary ; gay 
and sportive when proper ; his pen displayed a versi^ 
tility of power which few possess. His more weighty 
and voluminous productions are before the public, in 
this, and other countries, and received their due ap- 
preciation — ^his technical and incidental productions 
are registered in the histoiical, political, legislative, 
and municipal records of the day ; his abilities on 
diplomatic questions, national affairs, and state coi^ 
cems, were often displayed to an unconscious com- 
munity; while, in his higher and more temporary 
effusions, the manly pungency of Junius, and the ease 
and familiar beauty of Addison, were admired, but 
not excelled, in our country. 

His mind and cast of thought were of the finest or- 
der, partaking lebs of the Machiavelian than the Ro- 
man school, and exhibiting a great portion of innate 
dignity and ihefortiter in re than are at aU times con* 
venient or advantageous to a candidate for popukr 
suffrage. In every station he distinguished himself 
by his talents, his integrity, and his despatch of busi- 
ness. His reading was multifarious, indefatigable, 
well-directed and profitable; for his judgment digest- 
ed and his memory retained the collected knowledge 

c 



of evei7 bow, aUcnred frc»D Us numeroue avocatioim 
for study and Teflectkm. 

In rd^ioD, he was n^tber & bigoted sectarian, nor 
sceffer at the auperetitioua. ReTereDciiig the great 
principles and duties of rational piely, he cherifdied 
the dictates of devo^n in aD, and reelected the te- 
nets and honest singularides of the moat peciiliar, — 
Establishing no exclusWe denomination orer Qthers, 
be would tolerate ereiy class (rf* sincere professors, 
ft^d protect them in a liberal ex^'cise of their ideas of 
divine worship. His charitiea have principa&y kept 
pace wiAhis abiti^; his pecuniary aid, and his 
friendly advice and assistance, were always at the 
service of indigence, virtue, benevolence, literature, 
the arts, and pubhc uliUty. If the circle of his confi- 
dential associates was contracted, it was not because 
he <£scarded attachments when they censed to be 
profitable. Inhis inlercourse with the various classes 
<^ his fellow-citizens, to which his umversal knowl- 
edge of business called him, his suaviQr of disposition 
and urbanity of manners banished every idea of fas- 
tidious reRpTve and auBterilj irf demeanoiu-, and reo- 
lence deaiderable and his co-operation 
very humane and laudable occasion, 
a personal ^pearance was dignified 
ig. Hia form was large and well pro- 
height above the middle size— his 
as h^hly expressive — his eye uncom- 
ii^ — hia personal courage never was 
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disputed. Hia moral character was unsuDied. He 
has been' called unbitious, it is true; but the whc4e 
course of his life serves to prove that he has devoted 
his talents to his countiy. He desired to excd, on^ 
that he might benefit mankind. In private Ufe, and 
domestic dudes, he was amiable and exemplary — 
exhibiting the picture of a great man — an degant and 
profound scholar and a practical citizen — a man (rf 
tetters and of the worid, and a character c^ active 
worth to the present generation, and of solid and 
permanent advantage to posteri^. 



k.— It ii joitie* to add, tint, wilh lomi iEuuteriil >J 
egoing wu tiken fiom Dat^biiic'i Repoiitory. ] 
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MR. CLINTON'S LIFHp 

BT THE COMPIIiBR. 



In the year 1810, De Witt Clinton was appointed 
by a resolution of the legislature of New-York, one of 
the Qnnmissioners ^^for exploring the route of an in- 
land navigation from Hudson'0 river to Lake Ontario, 
and Lake Erie.'' They were authorized to direct and 
procure such surveys as to them should appear ne- 
cessary and proper, and they should report upon the 
subject to the next legislature. In March, 1811, the 
said commissioners made their report to the legiaia- 
ture, presenting a very full and luminous view of the 
whole subject, together with their estimates and opin- 
ion. , (Five thousand. copies of that report were oiv 
dered to be printed.) 

Mr. Clinton, then lieutenant-governor, introduced 
a bill into the senate entitled ^' An act to provide 
for the improvement of the internal navigation of the 
state," which became a law in April, 1811. By that' 
law Mr. Clinton was again appointed one of the c<Hn- 
missioners ; and they were empowered to ask tihe as- 
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sistance and aid of the congress of the United States, 
in the stupendous works then in contemplation. 

De Witt Clinton and Gk)verneur Morris were 
deputed by the Boainl of Commissioners to perform 
that duty. They proceeded to Washington, and on . 
the 2l8t day of Decemb^^ 1811, waited on the presi- 
dent of the United ^ates, exiiibited their credentials, 
presented a memorial to be hud beiinre congress, and 
urged with gp^eat force, arguments to induce the fa- 
vourable notice of the general government. After re- 
maining at Washington about three weeks, apendiDg 
their time in oonfaneoees widi the heads of depart- 
ments and committees, endeavouring to ^persuade 
them to a co-operation in tkm vast undertaking, they 
returned home, and afterwards learned that congress 
refused any aid. In March, 1813, the commissicmers 
made their report to the legislature, and insisted ^' that 
fmo sound policy imperatively demanded that the ca- 
n^ should be made by the state, and for her own ac- 
count, as soon as circumstances would permit ;'' 
^^and that it would be a want of wisdcnn and almost 
of piety, not to employ for public advantage those 
means which providence had placed so completdy in 
ouHT power.'' In iheir estimate of the tolls from the 
canals, they state, ^^^ould the ca^al cost even ten 
millions, it wiU soon pay the interest, and soon after- 
wardS) by necessary increase, discharge the Princi- 
pe. There can be no doubt that those microcosmic* 
minds which are incapable of discerning what is 
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gnat, aad who ebeady iitigin«t«« the caaal as a lo- 
maBtic Bdiemeii i«D cbatribute the epillieta^ abetuJt, 
lidicidous and chnnericd, on our eativiate. The 
eonEUQoiMDiiers must nc^ertbdeas have Ae hardihood 
to brare the anearB of men who undenrahie what thejr 
do not understand, and condemn what th^ cannot 
oomprriiaid.'' 

• Wkh pfophetic wisdom, the commiamonens de- 
dare, ^tfaat after a l^»ae of two thousand years, and 
the ravage of repeated revolutions, when the reoordlsi 
of history shall have been obhteratad, and the tongue 
of tradition have canveited (ns in China) 4lie shadowy 
remembrance of ancient events int0 the childish tales 
of miracles, mis natival work shall rehain. it 
shall bear testimony to the genius, the learning, the 
industry and intelligence of the present age!" (Five 
thousand co|He6 of that report were ordered to be 
printed.) 

In March, 1814, the commissioners again made 
thdr report to the legislature, in which they "confi- 
dently assert the fac9ity and practicabflity of the Erie 
and Champlain Canals^ 

In April, 1814, the legislature passed a law, in ef- 
fect, to suspend* any ^fther proceeding of the com- 
missioners, on account of the war between the United 
States and Great-Britain. 

In March, 1816, the commissioners again reported 
to the legislature, and added that their opinions had 
been confirmed by reflection and additional enquiry. 
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In this year, numerous petitions and memorials fix»n 
tlie cities, counties, viUages and towns in the state, 
were presented to the legislature, praying the con- 
templated improvements; and in April, in that year, a 
law was passed, ^^to provide for th« improvement of 
the inland navigation of this state,'' by which De Witt 
CuNTON was appointed one of the commissioners to 
consider, deiase and adopt such measures as should 
be requisite to facilitate and effect the great objects in 
view. 

In February, 1817, the commissioners made a very 
elaborate r^>ort, stating that three of them, (Mr. dm- 
Um having been one) had personally exaimned and ex<- 
|>lored the route of the Western Canal, and superin- 
tended and directed the general operations of tlie 
engineers. 

In April, 1817, a law was passed, entitled ^'An act 
respecting navigable communications between the 
great western and northern lakes and the Atlantic 
ocean," which continued De Witt Cunton, and gave* 
the commissioners, for ihe first time, the distinctive 
appellation of " Canal Commissioners," and author-, 
ized and directed the commencement of the canals. 
Under th^t law, the canals %«re commenced imme- /t 
diately, and the Erie Canal, 362 miles long, and the 
Champlain Canal, 71 miles long, were both com- 
pletely finished and in successful operation by Octo- 
ber, 1825. Mr. Clinton continued to be a canal 
commissioner from the year 1810, tin April, 1824, 
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and never daimed or was aDowed any pay for his ser* 
vices. 

[On the 30tb of July, 1818, Mr. Clinton's wife died 
at Mount Vemoiii near the city of New-York.] 

In the year 1817 there was a vacancy in the ofSioe 
of govanor of the state of New- York, in consequence 
rfhis Excellency D. D. Tompkins having been elect- 
ed vice-president of the. United States. In that year 
Mr. Clinton was nominated by a vast majority of ttm 
state convention of delegates and at the general elec- 
tion in April he was for the first time elected govern- 
or of the state of New- York with unexampled una- 
nimily and almost without opposition. 

On the 21st April 1819, Mr. Clinton married, for 
his second wife, Miss Catharine Jones, a daughter of 
Doctor Thomas Jones, of a highly rei^pectahle iamily 
in the city of New- York. 

In 1820 he was again elected governor ov^ D. D. 
Tompkins, the opposing candidate, after a violently 
contested election. 

At the next election in 1822, he declined being a 
candidate, when Joseph C. Yates was elected gov- 
ernor, being the first under the new constitution of 
our state, which went into operation in January, 1823. 

In April, 1824, by a concurrent resolution of the 
legislature, he was removed firom the office of canal 
commissioner. His removal drew forth a general 
burst of indignation from candid men of all parties ; 
for there was no pretence of misconduct, nor had be 



30 LIFE OF 

ever received or claimed any compensation for his 

services. 

In consequence of his removal as canal commis- 
sioner, public meetings were held in various parts of 
the state disapproving and condemning the measure 
as highly unjust and impolitic. Only two meetings 
shall be here noticed. A very large and respectable 
meeting was held at the Capitol in the city of Albany, 
in April, 1824, at which the Hon. John Tayler presid- 
ed and Gen. John H. Wendell was secretary; the fol- 
lowing resolution, among others, was adopted. — 
" Resolved, that the boldness with which he (De Witt 
Clinton) planned, the patriotic devotion with which 
he undertook, and the commanding talents and unre- 
mitting ardour, with which he has successfuSy prose- 
cuted a scheme of internal improvements, surpassing 
in magnitude all that had ever been conceived on this 
side of the Atlantic, and no less useful than grand, 
this distinguished citizen is entitled to the admiratioD, 
gratitude and applause of his country, and especiaQy 
of the state of New* York." 

There was also a meeting of the citizens of the city 
of New- York, disapproving of the measure. That 
meeting first assembled at Washington Hall, but ad« 
joumed to the " Park." The number of persons pre- 
sent was estimated at ten thousand, and was the 
largest meeting ever convened in that city. Hie 
venerable Col. Few was chairman, and John Rath^ 
bone, Jr« was secretary. The following resolution, 
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among others, was adc^ted with acclamatioo. ^Re- 
mi^eAj that wc consider De Witt Cunton pre- 
eminentty useful to the age in which he lives, and that 
for fi>urteen years of public service in the prosecution 
of the Great Western and Northern Canals, without 
sakry or reward, he is richly entitled to the gratitude 
of the state of New- York, of the nation at large, and 
of posterity." 

In October, 18^5, the canal was completed as we 
have before remariced, vrtien a grmt state jubUee took 
place. The consummation of the most magnificient 
and glorious enterprise of the age, had finally arrived. 
The peal of cannon was heard from Erie^s shores to 
the Atlantic ocean. 

At the general election in November, 1824, the same 
year that he was removed from the office of canal 
commissioner, he was again elected governor o( the 
state, over Samuel Young, Esquire, by an overwhelm- 
ing majority c( sixteen thomand votes. This distinguish- 
ed mark of approbation, evinced the high estimate of 
his character. 

On the 19th March, 1825, the merchants inPeari- 
street, in the city of New- York, '^deeply impressed 
with a sense of the benefits he had conferred upon 
the state,'^ presented him with two superb Silver 
Vases, as a testimony of their gratitude and respect. 
These vases were presented by Mr. Isaac S. Hone, 
with an address in behalf of the committee, to which 
Mr. Clinton made an appropriate reply. The follow- 
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ing inscription was upon one of the vases. ^ To the 
honourable De Witt Clinton, who has developed the 
resources of the state of New- York, and ennobled h^* 
character: the merchants of Pearl-street offer this 
testimony of their gratitude and respect" 

In February, 1825, shortly sAer John Q^uincy Adams 
was elected president of the United States, Mr. Clin- 
ton was tendered the dignified and honourable ap<- 
pointment of American Ambassador to the Court of 
St. James. This flattering offer he declined in the 
following note to Mr. Adams. ^^ Having recently ac- 
cepted from the people of this state the highest office 
^ in their power, I cannot consistently with my sense 
of duty retire irom it, until I have had an ample op- 
portunity of evincing my gratitude and my devotioD 
to their interests.'' 

At the next election 'in November, 1826, Mr. Clin-; 
ton was again elected governor, over William B. 
Rochester, and continued in ih2X office until his death. 

The question, who projected the Erie Canal? shall 
not be discussed here. It is sufficient honour to the 
memory of De Witt Clinton, that the early com- 
mencement^ vigorous prosecution and successful compkHon 
of theErieandChamplain Canals, are justly ascrib- 
ed by his cotemporaries, chiefly to his indefatigable 
zeal, untiring perseverance, and unremitted ar- 
dour in the great cause of inland navigation; the 
irresistible energy of his character, and the pow- 
erful influence of his official station and great talenta, 
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were (xmstantly exerted to accomplish tbe undertak- 
ing. He made the canal a favomite object of his de- 
voted attention," and notwithstanding aU the ignorance, 
prejudice, and opposition that he encountered, he^ 
hazarded his reputation as a statesman upon the 
issue of the measure. He first opened the eyes of 
the public mind to see the true policy of the state, and 
having at length produced a practical conviction or 
the practicabSity and utility of the canal, his views 
and eflForts were seconded by enlightened and patriot- 
ic legislatures. The canals will remain a perpetual 
monument of De Witt Clinton's greatness. Upon 
them is ascribed his highest eulogium; while the 
character of his mind is impressed upon the institu- 
tions of our state and his name is identified with so- 
cial improvements, whose happy influence will adorn 
and dignify and bless remote generations. 

He died at Albany, in his dwelling-house, on 
the 11th February^ 1828, aged 58 years and 11 
months^ in the full possession rf all his faculties. He 
left his wife, and Charles, be Witt, George Washing- 
tottj Franklin, Mary, and Julia Catharine Clinton, 
children o£ his first wife, surviving him. * 
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From the Many Daily 

Albant, Februaij IS, 1828* 

DE WITT CUNTON IS NO MORE! 

The bright luminary which has shed its glory upoB 
eur country for many years, is set forever ! But its 
remembrance will ever be as green as the hills over 
which it has revolved, and as permanent as the ada- 
mantine rocks of our country. Last evening, at about 
seven o'clock, the whole city was thrown into agita- 
tion and gloom by the refKxrt cS the death of the 
GREAT MAN, and subsequent accounts but too ia- 
taUiy confirmed the &ct. An immense crowd assem- 
bled in firont of his late dwelling to ascertain the truth 
of the rumour which had gone forth, each being loth 
to beheve its accuracy till it was fully confirmed by 
the attending physicians. He was sitting in his study^ 
and while conversing with two of his sons, his head 
fen forward, and life instantly left him. His death was 
probably occasioned by a rupture of theheart. Afl 
attempts to resuscitate him proved vain. 

From the Albany Morning Chronick. 

DEATH OP GOVERNOR CLINTON. 

We stop the press to announce the sudden and un- 
expected death of His Excellency DE WITT CLIN- 



36 ANNOUNCEMENT 

TON. We have not learned particulars, further than 
that about 7 o^clock last evening he was discovered, 
in his office, to be attacked with an apoplectic fit, and 
expired in a few minutes. Our city is all gloom and 
consternation at the event. Truly it may be said, 
^^a great man hath ftflen thie day, in Israel.'^ 



From the Daily Mbawy Argm. 

We discharge a melancholy, duty in announcing the 
^eath of Governor Clinton, He eiq)]red last evening, 
of an apoplexy. The summons came without scarcely 
a moment's warning, whSitt he was siitti&g in bis chair, 
in die mklst of his family. 

The sensation which this event produced through- 
out the city, and continues to pr,oduce, need not be 
described. It came with the suddenness of the elec* 
trie shock; and seema, even now, to be a dream, ra- 
ther than melancholy reality. 

Owing to the crowd that during the evening occu- 
pied the house of the governor, and the confusion in- 
cident to the ^v«Qt, we are not^ able to ascertam aU. 
the facts that we could hdve desired to communicate 
for the pubUc information; W6 uiiderstand that Gov. 
C. discharged his official avqications during the day 
as usual ; having written several letters in the after- 
noon. He died almost instantly, the first indication 
of the approach of the attack being the falling back of 
his head upon the diair^ and the lapsei between tfiat. 
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moment and the arrival of Dr. Bay, when life was ex- 
tinct, not being more than ten minutes. AD efforts to 
restore animation proved unavailing; notwithstand- 
ing they were unremitted to a late hour last night 

Governor Clinton's fame will live after turn. His 
life and actions now form a part of the public histoiy. 
We have ever been of his political opponents, but the 
grave closes all animosities. We speak of poUtical 
animosities; personal, with us, there was none. We 
can only now mingle our sorrow with that of the 
whole community, and especially with his bereaved 
and deeply afflicted &mily. 
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PROCBEDnrOS 

OT THK % 

LEGISLATURE QT NEW-TORK ON THE DEATH OF 

MB. CLINTON. 



In Senate, Feb. 12th9 ihe session was opened by an 
^propriate prayer by liie Rev. Mr. Young, alluding 
to the dispensation of Divine Provi4enGe, in sudd^y 
taking fix>m us^tfae governor of the state. 

On motion of Mr. Spencer, the reading of the jour- 
nal of yesterday's, proceedings was dispensed mth. 

The resolutions of the Assembfy, relative to the 
death of Governor Clinton, and his funeral obsequies, 
were announced to the Senate. [See proceedings of 
the Assembly.] 

Mr. Spencer, moved that the Senate concur in the 
resolutions ; and followed up his motion by some brie^ 
eloquent and pertinent remarks upon the character, 
talents and pubMc services of the deceased, which we 
venture to say were responded to by the heart of every 
member of die Senate, and the crowded audience in 
attendance. - 

Mr. Chart, said he rose to espresa his approbation 
of the resolutions from the Assembly, and second the 
motion of his honoured iriend, for concurrence. De 
l¥itt Clinton is gone — gone did I say? not wholly so : 
Us &xae sifarvives ; of it all time sMl be the faithful 
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guaidiaii. Of him when Irriog it may be truif said — 

** All the black cam and tomolti of this life, 
LilwharndflWtlwq^iTi hl^t afc i i ^ atlrisfeet, 
"ExeaU hii pity, not impair his peace." 

Nqw he is ^fiid, it ia due to hiim to his&mily, and 
oursehres, together mth die weeping multitude, by 
whom we are auirouBded, ta coimuis in these lesolu- 
iifnm. 

Amidst the general |^o<»ii, I hinre no heart to dp 
business, or pmet of utterance to say ipore. 

The Senate ihrn unanimously eoneuired m &e 
resolotions { and on their part, Dws foBcwifig eonimit- 
tee was appointed, vie ; ftfessrs, Sp^BU^ of Ontario, 
Carroll of Liripgston, Allen of Qenesee^ and McCar- 
tyctf Albany* 



In AssMnbljr, yesterday, after prayer by th^ Rer. 
Mr. Young — 

Mr. Butler rose and spcd^e as follows ; 

It seems, Mr* Speaker, to devolv^^ i^n me as ,tbe 
rqpresentative of diis city, to csU the attenticm of the 
house, to that awful event, which, since our tost fit- 
ting, has shrouded this metropoUs in mouniWgw — 
Deelh has been among as! and he has aimed at no 
common mark. By one of those wigna) di^lf^rs of 
his power, which iflusU^e the supr^nacy of the A1-- 
mighty, and the nothingness of mtm, he has cut down, 
one not only pre-eminent in station, but «K^t conspic- 
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uous for talesits and public services. How ingcruta- 
ble are the ways of Providence! It seems but as 
yesterday, since we were caDed to lament the deadi 
d an adopted 'son, whose eloquence created an era 
in our history, and whose virtues and talents render- 
ed hint an ornament alike - to the old world and the 
new : and now, when the tears shed for Emmet are 
scfircdy dried, another — his appointed eulogist — ^has 
fike him, been stridsien down, in the fullness of his 
£mie, and on the very field of his renown — and that 
too, ere he had performed the sad but honourable duty 
to which he had been called. 

In the resolutions which I shall have the honour to 
submit, I have "endeavoured to express the common 
feelings of this house and of the community. Before 
fliey are read, I shall attempt the further duty (rf.say-. 
in§ something of the otiaracter and services of the 
illustrious dead. 1 do not intend to speak his eulogy 
— for I have neither suffici^it controul over my fed- 
in^ to perform the task, nor would the suddenness 
of the occasion permit me to do justice to the subject. 
Other reasons would also restrain me — overwhelmed 
with that deep sense of the vanity of human greatness, 
which this event is .so well calculated to inspire, I. 
dare not flatter him. 

But I may say without offence, and in the spirit of 
history, that this state, since the formation of its gov- 
ernment, nay more, since the settlement of the coun- 
tigr, has never produced an individual, who has exerfcr 
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ed so great an influence upcm the intcrcslB of the sMe, 
or whose name is more hkcly to be peEpetuated in its 
histoiy. 

It was the fortune of De Witt Clinton, for neariy 
thirty years, to be the head of a great party; and tbc 
mark at which were hurled the shafts of a powerful 
opposition. Of those who supported or those who 
opposed him, this is not the occasion to speak. It is 
known to every member of this house, that ever since 
my acquaintance with political aflbirs, I have acted 
with the latter; but it aflfords me at this moment un- 
speakable delight, to reflect that for many years there 
has been mingled with that opposition nothing per- 
sonal, save respect for his character, and admiration 
of his talents. That respect and admiration were 
justly due him; for to his honour be it said, that 
whilst he pursued with avidity poStical distinction, he 
had the wisdom to seek for enduring fame not fix)m 
the possession of power or the tiumphs of the day, 
but by identifying himsdf with the great interests of 
the community. It was his ambition to1)e distinguish- 
ed as the friend of learning and of morals, and as the 
advocate and patron of every measure calculated to 
promote the welfare or increase the glory of thestate. 

Let the statesmen of the present day, those who 
are now engaged in the career of ambition, learn wis- 
dom from his example. The grave of Clinton wiH 
soon cover the recollections of his political' honours, 
and in it will be buried the triumphs and reverses of 
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^ hour. But his fietme, as the patron (tf schools and 
seminaries of learning, as the friend of morals and 
benevolence, and as Ae ardent champion of every 
great public improvement, wiD flourish whfle Time 
flhaB last. Need I remind you of his efforts to call 
out and to foster the latent genius of our people? 
Need I speak of his labours in aid of that great work| 
wMch has conferred so much gloiy on his native 
state, and so largely contributed to the happiness of 
its inhabitants? By connecting his fortunes with the 
success of that stupendous project, and by devoting 
to it the best energies of his mind, what an un&ding 
wreath did he secure? So long as.the waters of the 
great lakes shall flow tiirough this new channel to 
the Adantic^ so long shall history record his name! 

I rgoice, sir, that he was not taken from us, until 
he had witnessed the ^umphant consummation of 
that great work. I rejoice still more that he was per- 
mitted to outlive, to a great degree, the collisions, the 
prgudices, and the asperities of parfj^; and that there 
IS now nothing to prevent the representatives of the 
pecqple, from awarding to his memory the honours he 
deserves. I feel therefore that I may safely call on 
flie members of this house — on the votaries of science 
—the friends of humanity .and morals — ^the philan- 
thropist and the patriot, to unite with me in strewing 
flowers on his bier; and in compliance with usages 
r<aidered holy by the purest feelings of our nature, to 
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jpin in a soieipii expression of respect for Us memoiy^ 
sold of sorrow for his loss. 

Tlie following are the resolutions offered by Mx. 
Butler. 

It having pleased the Almighty, suddenly to retnove 
by death the chief magistrate of this state^ and th« 
legislature being desirous to manifest its, deep sense 
of the great public loss sustained by the state, and thie 
American nation, it is ther^ore 

iR^solved, unanimously, by the Senate and Assem- 
bly of the state of New- York, that in testimony of the 
profound grie^ felt by this le^slature, on the sudden 
death of DE WITT CLINTON, governor of this 
stt^e, the members of the Senate and Assembly, will 
wear the usual badges of mourning, during the pre- 
sent session. 

Resolved, unanimously, that the funeral obsequies 
of the late governor, be conducted under the direction 
of a joint committee of the two houses, to consist of 
foift* members of the Senate, and four members of the 
Assembly. 

Resolved, unanimously, that the members of the two 
houses of the legislature will, in their public character, 
attend the funeral solemnities of the late governor.^ 

Resolved, unanimously, that these resolutions biB 
transmitted to the family of the deceased Grovemor 
Clinton, as an evidence of the high estimation enter- 
tained by this legislature of his great talents and enjh 
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cat public services; of the deep regret caused by his 
sudden and awful removal from the scene of his fame 
and of bis usefulness; and of its sincere condolence 
with those who have been so deeply afiSicted by this 
disp^isation of Providence. 

The above resolutions were adopted, and Messrs. 
Butler of Albany^ Porter of Erie, Granger of Ontario, 
and Brasher of New- York, were appointed the com- 
mittee on the part of the house. 
. On motion of Mr. WardweD, the house adjourned 
tin 10 o'clock, Wednesday morning, to receive the 
report of the committee. 



FURTHER PROCECanNGS OF THE LEOISLATI7RE OF NEW- 
TORK, ON THE DEATH OF DE WITT CLINTON. 

The two branches of the legislature, met yesterday, 
at ten o'clock, and after adopting the foUowing report, 
adjourned till one o'clock, this afternoon, when they 
will assemble at their chambers, and thence proceed 
to the late dweDing of Governor Clinton. 

The joint committee of the Senate and Assembly, 
appointed to conduct the funeral obsequies of the late 
Governor Clinton, reported : 

That they have made the arrangemfents which ap- 
peared necessary to conduct the funeral of Governor 
CUnton, in such a manner as to cany into effect the 

E 
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intentions of the legislature^ It is believed they are 
such as will evince the sentiments of grief expressed 
by the two houses^ in their resolutions, and comport 
with the character of the state* The details of their 
arrangements so far as they are necessary to be re^^ 
ported, win appear by the order adopted by the com- 
mittee, a copy of which is annexed. 

In cases somewhat similar it has been the practice 
to direct the chairs of the president of the Senate, and 
of the speaker of the Assembly, to be shrouded with 
black* Unwilling to omit the least mark of respect 
to' the memory of the illustrious dead, the committee 
have followed these precedents. They respectfully 
.,recommend that the two houses meet in their respect- - 
ive chambers, to-morrow, at one o'clock, P. M. in 
order to make the necessary preparations to unite/ in 
the Ameral solemnities. 

ORDER OF ARRANGEMENTS, 

Fw the Ftmerd of DE WITT CLIENT OJ>r, late gov- 
eimor of the state ofMnhYork^ on Thursday^ the \4th 
day of Fehvary, 18ZS. 

The Senate and Assembly will meet in their re- 
spective chambers, and at half past one o'clock, P. M. 
will proceed to the house of the deceased, escorted 
by the military who may be assembled for that pur- 
pose. 

The reverend clergy of the dty of Albany, are re- 
, quested to join in the funeral solemnities^ and for that 
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piapose to attend at the same time, at the house of 
the deceased. 

The chancellor, j\istices of the supreme court, cir- 
cuit judges who may be in the city, and the state offi- 
cers, are also requested to attend at the houiSe of the 
deceasi^ at the same time, for the same purpose. 

Tlie Mayor and Common Council of the city of 
Albany, are invited to attend, and to assemble previ- 
ous to two o'clock, P. M. at some house in the vi- 
cinity. 

The citizens of the state of New- York, who may 
be desirous to pay thelast tribute of respect to the 
memory of Governor CUnton, are invited to. attend, 
and assemble at such of the houses in the vicinity as 
will be open for their reception. 

Places will be assigned to any benevolent, religious, 
literary or other society, and to the members of any 
particular profession, who may wish to appear as a 
body in the procession, if notice of their intention be 
given to the chairman of the committee on the part of 
the Senate, or to the chairman of the committee of the 
Assembly. They will respectively assemble at such 
place in the vicinity as they may think proper, and 
will give notice of the place of Ifceir meeting to the 
committee. 

In order to avoid an undue collection of citizens at 
the house of the deceased, it is earnestly desired &at 
those who are not specially invited to assemble there, 
would meet at some of the adjacent houses. 
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The procession will begin to move as soon aftep 
two o'clock, P. M, as circumstances wiH permit. The 
dignal of its moving shaQ be, the firing of minute guns. 
The bells of the city will then commence toDing, and 
will continue so long as the minute guns are fired. 

The following wiD be the! order of the procession : 

The niilitsoy escort. 

The clergy of the city, and the attending physicians 
of the deceased. 

The hearse and pall bearers. 

The relatives of the deceased in carriages. 

The military family of the late commander in chief. 

The joint committee of arrangeriients. 

The lieutenant-governor of the state. 

The Senate, preceded by its ofiicers. 

The Assembly, preceded by its officers. 

The chancellor, justices of the supreme court and 
circuitjudges. 

Tlie state officers. 

The Common Council of the city of Albany, with 
their officers. 

Judicial and executive officers of the county of 
Albany. 

The members of the bar. 

'Citizens, either in societies, or otherwise, as they 
may choose to appear. 

The procession will be formed of six persons 
abreast, and will move through North Pearl, to Colum- 
bia, North Market, State and Washington-streets, to 
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the pkee of sepukiire. On arriving there, military 
honours will be paid to the deceased, and the pro- 
cession wiQ be dismissed. 

Joint Cobimittee of Arrangements : 

Of the SenatCy Of the Assembly^ 

J. C. SPENCER, B. F. BUTLER, 

C.H. CARROLL, P. B.POOTER, 

E. B. ALLEN, F. GRANGER, 

J. McCARTY. P. BRASHER. 

The report was accepted, and the Senate then ad« 
joumed until one o'clock to-morrow afternoon. 

The house met at 10 o'clock, pursuant to adjourn- 
ment. After prayer by the* Rev. Mr. Young, Mr. 
Butler, from fte joint committee of the Senate and 
Assembly, reported the ord^ of arrangements for the 
funeral of the late governor, [as above] which was 
jread, approved and adopted, when, on motion of Mr. 
Ghrang^, the bouse adjourned until one o'clock, P. M. 
to-morrow. 

The legislative proceedings upon the occasion of 
vMr. Clinton's funeral, as well as on the bill afterwards 
introduced, fi)r the rehef of his minor children, are 
presented in connection, in this work. 

The following bill was introduced into the Assem- 
bly of the state of New- York, by Mr. Edgerton, on 
the part of the committee, on the 15th February, 1828. 
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An Act directing certain payments to be ma^ to the 

minor children of De Witt Clinton, late governor 

of this state. 

Section 1, provides that the treasurer pay to George 
W. Clinton, Mary Clinton, Franklin Clinton, and Jolia 
Catharine Clinton, minor children of De Witt Clinton, 
late governor of this state, the salary allowed by law 
to the office of governor, to be calculated from the 
llth^f February instant, to the end of the year. 

Section 2, provides that the treasurer pay to the 
said minor children, a sum equal to that received for 
salary or compensation by any other canal commis* 
sioner, during the period for which De Witt ClintOR. 
held the office of canal commissioner. 

Section S, provides that the payments directed to 
be made by the act, be made to such guardian of the 
minors, as the chancellor shall appoint; and that the 
chancellor make order touching the investment thereof 
for their benefit, conformable to the course and prac- 
tice o( the court in regard to the estates dT infants* 

This bin was warmly opposed by General Root and 
others, and princ^ally on party grounds. It is n^ 
cessary to make this explanation, that the reader may 
fully understand the allusions repeatedly made in the 
following debate. 

Mr. Butler said he rose under the influence at 
emotions be had never expected to fed in that house. 
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Sir, (said Mr. B.) the value of all ihat is proposed to 
be done by this bin is lost. It has been dentroyed — 
utteiiy destroyed — ^by the unhi^ipy debate to which it 
has (pyen rise. Id the cup of consolation which you 
ase about to offer, poison has been mingled, and my 
friend from Delaware has done it. I use that epithet not 
in its hacknied sense, as that gentleman weU knows. 
For the fifteen years that I have known him, I have 
looked up to him as one of my pcditical fiithers, and 
during the whole of that period, I have not only enter- 
tained the highest respect for his talents and public 
seirices, but I have cherished a strong attachment to 
his person. I have often defended him from the as- 
saults of his calumniators— I have stood by him when 
others deserted him. Even now, strongly as my feel- 
ings revolt at his course, and deeply as I feel the ne- 
cessity of replying to him, I do not mean to attack 
him. It is not in my heart to do it His conduct in 
relation to this bill has filled with pain the bosoms of 
his- best friends ; but it has not eradicated their kind 
fedings towards him. Of this, I, as one, will give 
him the highest evidence, by endeavouring to save 
him frx)m himself. 

The gentleman from Delaware is the only person 
on this floor who has opposed this bill on party 
grounds. Knowing that a great majority of the mem- 
bers of this house have for years been opposed to 
-* Mr. Clinton, he has raked up the ashes of political 
contention, and has appealed to our prejudices and 
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passions as party men, to de&ai the bill. The course 
he has taken has imposed on me the painful duty — 
a duty which I had su^osed would never have 
devolved on me in this hall— of appealing, also as a 
party man, to the party men who form the majority of 
tttts house. 

The drift of the gentleman's speeches to-day and 
on Saturday, has been, to alarm the pride and to 
arouse the passions of those who, like myself hare 
been opposed to QovecDor Clinton as a poUtidan. If 
you pass this' bill, says the gentleiiMU), you will admit 
that you have been all wrong — ^you give the Be 
to your professions and your actions — ^you censure 
your predecessors who removed Mr. Clinton from 
of&ce as canal commissioner. He has even said 
that you would disgrace the democratic party. Now 
I beg the old demociats who hear me — ^the men who 
have wintered and summered with us for the last fif- 
teen years — (I say ti«, because, though not old, my 
communion has been, as the gentleman from Dela- 
ware knows^ with the old men of the party) I adjjure 
them not to be deterred by any alarms of this sort, 
from doing what their hearts tell them is just, and 
what their judgments assure them their constituents 
will approve. The passing of this bill invokes no 
abandonment of our political principles. If it did, I, 
for one, would not vote for it; for so far as I am con- 
cerned, if I had to live my. life over again, under the 
jiame circumstances, I should take the same part iv 
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politics that I have heretofore taken. In a free coun- 
try, where party is essential to the preservation of 
liberty, men may honestly diflFer, and as honestly 
award justice or do a kindness to each other without 
any abandonment of their political principles.. 

But we have been repeatedly told that Mr. Clinton 
was tinned out as canal commissioner by the demo- 
cratic party, and that therefore we ought not to pasd 
this bill. I agree with the gentleman from Delaware, 
that the removal of Mr. Clinton was the act of our 
political friends. It was a party measure, for which 
the party must answer. As one of that party, I will 
not shrink from the responsibility it imposes. The 
gentleman has repeatedly asked us if that removal was 
not right? Most undoubtedly we thought so in the 
time of it; but the people — ^they to whose decisions 
all parties must bow — thou^t differently. It was one 
of the causes which provoked that tempest of popular 
indignation, which in 1824 swept all before it. In 
that tempest we all went down together, my friend 
from Delaware as one of the commanders, and I as a 
shijp boy before the mast. After this decision by tl^e peo- 
ple, I win not f^y that that measure was right. On the 
contrary, if their judgment is worth any thing, and 
they seldom err, we must admit that we made a great 
mistake — as parties often do. But whether it was 
right or wrong, let us now do what we can to pre- 
serve the honour of the party, and of the house. 

The gentleman talks of dfegrace. There wiB be ' 
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no disgrace in passing this bill ; but I wiU tdl my 
political friends on this floor, what to do to disgrace 
their party, and not only their party, but their state. 
Follow the advice of the gendeman from Delaware — 
reject this bill — and you will do it most eflfectually. 
Look at it for a moment. Ten days ago my frdnd 
from Clinton, (Mr. Edgerton,) introducd a resolution 
providing for the appointment of a committee to pre- 
pare and report a bill directing certain payments to 
the children of Governor Chnton. This resolution 
was audibly read — ^twice I believe — at aU events it 
was fully understood, for it distinctly expressed the 
object intended, and had been much talked of by 
members b^re it was introduced. What did you 
with it? You deliberately adopted it — not a voice 
nor a vote was heard against it What more? The 
committee on the same day reported the bill on your 
table, and both resolution and bill appeared in the 
next morning's papers. Our proceedings went forth 
to the world as having been unanimously adopted.*-*- 
They have gone to every part of this state — ^to every 
part of the union. The papers that return to us, 
whilst they bring to us from» every quarter of the 
empire, expressions of deep regret and sincere coiir 
dolence, are filled with commendations upon the leg^ 
Jature, for their liberal and magnanimous proceedings. 
This bill has been greeted with one united note oi 
admiration; and that principally because it emanated 
from a party exposed to Mr, Clinton, And now what . 




does the gentleman call upon us to do? To disap* 
point the expectations we have extfited — ^to renounce 
fte honours we were about to win— to expose our- 
selves to the scorn of our constituents and of' the 
woild! As one of that party, I cannot — I will not 
do it. 

But this is not aQ. By the course that we have ta- 
ken, we have excited hopes in another quarter. To 
that bereaved and disconsolate family, which the Al- 
mighty has seen fit so severely to afffict, this bill came, 
amid the gloom that surrounded them, a star of hope. 
Tears, that anguish could not wring, were started by 
this spontaneous offer of your sympathy. They were 
mingled with thanks to Him, who controuls the ac- 
tions of men, that he had put it into the hearts of the 
representatives of the people, to supply a father's 
place, and with fervent prayers for blessings on the 
heads of those generous men, who for the orphan's 
sake had so nobly risen above the prejudices of party. 
Win you turn those tears of gratitude into tears of de- 
spair? Will you reject the orphan's thanks and the 
orphan's prayers, and madly call them back in their 
flight to heaven? Will you do this, — and for party 
too? Much as I love the democracy of New- York, 
I would not do it for all the parties that exist — no, not 
for the highest honours they could bestow ! 

But the most powerful appeal to our party feelings, 
was that connected with the name of our lamented 
Tompkins. That name reminds me of all that was 
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noble in patriotism — faithful in public servicei^-— 
winning in maim^ps — and amiable in private life. It 
reminds me also of the ingratitude and cruelty to 
which men may be driven in the violence of party. — 
Sir, when I remember how that devoted patriot was 
beset and hunted down by the bloodhounds of party — 
how he was driven broken-hearted to his grave, I feel 
as my friend from Delaware does. And when I re- 
member still further, as the gentleman reminded us, 
that De Witt Clinton was then the competitor of 
Tompkins — that this injustice was done to promote 
his interests — ^that he did not interfere to prevent it — 
that it was done perhaps with his countenance — I 
confess, it goes hard with me to vote for this bill. — 
Perhaps in the strong emotions excited by these re- 
collections, I should lose sight of justice, and even 
unite with the gentlenmn from Delaware, did I not 
remember that it is the fate — ^I had almost said the 
misery and the curse, of party leaders, to be made re- 
sponsible for the acts of others, and sometimes to be 
driven by the force of circumstances into the commis- 
sion of acts themselves, against which reason and 
conscience, in cooler moments, would revolt. Such 
was the persecution of that great and good man whose 
name has been dragged into this debate — and what 
did the people, those unerring judges, think of it? — 
By overwheluiing majorities, they (Renounced it as 
unjust and cruel. Mr. Clinton barely escaped defeat, 
but both branches of the legisluture were against him. 
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Rqparation was promptly made, so far as it could be 
made; and whatever diversities of opinion may have 
existed among them on other subjects, the majority of 
our people have had but one opinion on this subject. 
Why then has this act of party violence and cruelty 
been dragged from oblivion? Because wrong was 
then done by our opponents, shall we refuse to do 
right? The people have punished those who were 
the authors of this injustice, just as they punished us 
in 1824, for the removal of Mr. Clinton as canal com- 
missioner. Let us forget on this occasion Ae squab- 
bles of party, and the excesses to which our opponents 
or ourselves may have been driven. I fed that I may 
make this appeal, with peculiar force, to the friends of 
Daniel D. Tompkins. Sir, all who knew that man, 
know that it was not in his nature to harbour enmity 
against a human being, and I happen to know that he 
harboured no unkind feelings against that rival and 
competitor who has now followed him to the last ac- 
count. In the year 1823, after the commission of all 
those acts of injustice to which allusion has been 
made, I spent a week at his hospitable mansion. In 
the room assigned to me, and it was the best, there 
was but one omament^nd that was a lusH of De Witt 
Clinton. This circumstance made a powerful im- 
pression on my mind. It not only increased my es- 
teem for the individual, who could pay to a rival a 
compliment so delicate, but it reminded me of a valu- 
able trutli — a truth which I beg this house not to for- 

F 
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get — it reminded me how noble, how godlike it was, 
to forgive injuries, to do justice even to an adversary* 
I therefore call upon the fast friends of Daniel D. 
Tompkins, men who loved him in life, and who loved 
him in death, to do what he did, though not called up- 
on by a thousandth part of the arguments that we are, 
to forget and forgive. Pass this biU, for you know 
that he would have done it Do it, I conjure you— 
and do it promptly. If you cannot do it for De Witt 
Clinton, as he now lies in his grave, do it for him as 
he was, from 1798 to 1812 — the pride of your party 
and the hope of your state! Do it for James Clinton, 
who fought for you at Quebec and at Fort Washing- 
ton ! Do it for George Clinton — my appeal id to party 
men— do it for George Clinton, the father of youi* 
state— the founder of your party ! 

Mr. Livingston. — ^It is with great regret that I shall 
vote against the second section of the bill upon your 
table — all the warm and more kind emotions of gene- 
rosity ; the ardent ebullitions of fedmg, the sympathies 
of the heart, urge me to a contiwy course; but the 
stem dictates of justice, a firm belief that such is my 
duty, compels me to it. To do so, sir, requires no 
small eflFort; on whatsoever side I turn, the embl^ns 
of mourning are presented. A nation deplores the 
loss of one of her brightest sons; — each heart not 
only within these walls, but of every child of America, 
of every citizen of this state, sympathizes with my 
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own in lamenting the bereavement He who has 
added to the honours af our state, monuments of im- 
perishable glory. He whose luminous mind, brilliant 
G(mceptions, persevering industry, and indefatigable 
labours have conceived and matured those vast works 
which have given a fame to our state, exalting her 
hi^ in the scale of nations, has been suddenly cut 
down by the fell destroyer, and has left a family whose 
necessities are great, and whose circumstances de- 
mand our pity. ESvery nerve, susceptible of the touch 
of senribiUly, eveiy thrilling sensation of the soul is 
caDed into exercise in their behalf; but before we can 
indulge them, the objection presented by the section 
under consideration, must be removed. If it does not 
expressly declare, it implies Aat a legal demand ex- 
ists on the part ojf Mr. Clinton, against this state, for 
services rendered as a canal commissioner. Bir, I 
cannot comment to vote for such an admission. Had 
Mr. Clinton lived, no such claim would have been 
presented, or ever thought of. Would it for one mo- 
ment have been listened to by this house, had he, in 
his life time, preferred it? No: then no considera- 
tions arising from pity — ^no burst of feeling would have 
made captive our reason, and I will venture to assert 
that an unanimous vote would have resisted the de- 
mand. 14 had the Almighty spared his life, he could 
not have been entitled to this grant, by what rule oi 
justice are his children to receive it? We have been 
told that it was feared some gentlemen would not vote 
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to beBtow a bounty on his children in consideration of 
his feme and services, and that they were aerated by 
conscientious motiyes, but that it was supposed, the 
bill in this shape might pass. It is therefore, I pre- 
sume, that it has been thus presented. Sir, I envy not 
the possession of that conscience which will prevent 
a representative of the people of this great and rich 
state from bestowing a pittance from her coffers to 
supply the, wants of the orphans dfhim whose talents 
and labours have enriched those coffers. I cannot 
vote for this bill as an acknowledgment of indd>ted- 
ness; but adopt the substitute offered by the gentle- 
man from Srie, then joyfully will I unite hand and 
heart in its support. 

h has been correct^ remarked, that public fiune is 
pubUc property; in return for that, would I bestow the 
bounty of die state. What a rich inheritance has De 
Witt Chnton left us. The age in which he lived, pro^ 
daims his fame — ^the patriot and the stat^ms^ unite 
in eulogising his talents-^— the wise and the good exalt 
his virtues — ^nay, even the asperities of party are bu- 
ried in his tomb, and those who opposed him in his 
tife time, now chaunt his praise. And sir, unusual as 
it is for such an universal plaudit to resound through- 
out the nation, ere yet the sod is green upon his grave, 
it is not ephemeral. That plaudit shall increase with 
successive generations, and as long as yoiu* country 
shall occupy a page in the history of nations, his fame 
win be found conspicuously stamped upon it. What 
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is there that more exalts our pride of country, than to 
be enabled to claim as her offspring, a Washington, a 
Hamilton, a Jefferson, a Clinton? Men, who regard- 
less of private ipterest, have devoted their time and 
talents to the service of their country, and who have 
left to h^ th^ rich inheritance of their fame. Is there 
a bosom that does not swell with pride, whilst we ex- 
claim — ^those were my countrymen? Is there an heart 

' that does not thrill with delight whilst we claim them 
as brethren in our republic? And must I ask, is there 

- among us one whose conscience is so warped by mi- 
B&Ay economy, that he would withhold the pittance 
necessary to preserve them from want? Sir, I can- 
not believe it. Amend that section so as to remove 
the idea of legal indebtedness, and then I trust every 
member of this committee will vote for it. The shame 
of ingratitude which has so often attached itself to re- 
publics, should be removed. A more fitting occasion 
never presented itself to commence this work of re- 
form. Instances have heretofore occurred which de- 
servedly fastened this stigma upon us. Not long 
since the immortal Fulton was removed fi^m this 
world of care. He also bequeathed to this land the 
renown of his genius, the benefit erf his talents. He 
also left infants in want, whose claims deserved a re- 
turn from your generosity, if not from your justice. 
They w«Fe disr^arded-^a foul stain rests upon the 
escutcheon of your &me. I hope the time will yet 
arrive when it may be removed. Add not one that 
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will be indelible. Let thk occasion b^ seized wit£i 
avidity, to proclaim that New- York w31 ever consider 
the orphans of her benefactors, children of the ri^ub- 
Hg, worthy of her nurture, sure of her bounty; and 
when heareafter others whos^ public services have 
benefitted the state^ shall pay the debt of hature, to 
their offspring also extend the fostering arm of pro- 
tection and supply. Then will the statesman, while 
pursuyig the arduous labours of his station, bend eve- 
ry faculty of his mind to the good of his country, un- 
shackled by the fetters of poverty, or the dread of 
leaving his children destitute and forlorn. Then will 
the warrior rush undaunted to the charge, confident 
that if he faUs in his country's cause, his children will 
find a father and brethren with his countrymen. Then 
also will be added to democracy the virtue <^ grati- 
tude — ^magnanimous gratitude. Congress has led 
the advance— the appropriations made to La Fayette 
evince the gratitude of a republic. He, a warm en- 
thusiast in the cause of liberty, embarked both fortune 
and life in her support. He gained all he ei^ected, 
the triumph of victory, with a fame of unfading, undy- 
ing renown. He sought no more ; but in his declin- 
ing years, when fortune was adverse to him, this un- 
ion, in part, paid her debt of gi'atitude. That debt wiB 
always be unextinguishable; but it is a pleasing rer 
flection, that we have manifested our feelings — ^so let 
us in this case openly avow our intentions in making 
this grant, by adopting the substitute, and glory in the 
avowal. 
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Mr. Tallmadgb eaid, no discossioB he hud ever 
witneseed, in any deliberative assembly, had excitad 
in him such painful emotions as this. The character 
<£ this debate, said he, is calculated to ve&edi no hon- 
our, on this house, or on the state. He had f(mdly 
hoped, the merits of this bill ivould have been duly 
appreciated, and that it would have passed by a si- 
lent vote — ^that whilst we thus adapted our proceed- 
ings to the solemnity of the occasion, the state would 
be saved from a debate so derogatory to its exalted 
character. ^ 

Having gone thus far, said Mr. T., the question is, 
not how we shall discharge our duty with most hon* 
our, but with the least disparagement, to ourselves 
and the people whom we rqpresent. By our pro- 
ceedings a stain has been given to the fair fame of the 
state, which cannot easily be wiped away, but wUch 
he hoped, the result would not render indehble. 

It has been my lot, said Mr. T., to be ranked 
amongst the political opponents of De Witt Chnton 
—but whilst I have censured, what I conceived Jhe 
aberrations of his political course, I have never failed 
to award the meed of praise to his pre-eminent talents, 
and the important services he has rendered to his 
country. He had his imperfections in political life, 
as every man in an elevated public station has, who 
has identified himself with a party. These faults and 
frailties are buried with him, and we are bound ta 
cherish the &me and the name he has left behind. 
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The violent, party aepect, which this debate has as* 
sumed, is attributed by the gentleman from Herkimer 
(Mr. Mann) to the friends of the bill. I appeal, said 
Mr. T. to the candour of eveiy gentleman of this 
house, whetha: this political discussion was not pro- 
Yckei by the opponents of this measure. It was not 
until party spirit obtruded her unhallowed footsteps, 
oa this sacred ground, that the gentleman from Al- 
bany (Mr. Butler) was compelled to make the do- 
quent appeal he did, to the party feelings of the house 
— ^which would have been ill-timed under other cir- 
cumstances, and which he himself without such pro- 
vocation, would not have made. 

It is also said by the gentleman from Herkim^, 
that the people do not call for the passage of this bill. 
I know not, said Mr. T., what opportunity that gentle- 
man has had to ascertain public sentiment. Since 
the melancholy event which we so much deplore, the 
public papers received from the remotest comers c^ 
the state are clad in mourning, and bear ample testi- 
mony of the feeling which pervades this whole com- 
munity, and are the strongest evidence of the satisfac- 
tion with which the passage of this bill would be hail- 
ed, by a great, a generous, a magnanimous people. 
In regard to the district o[ country where he resided, 
Mr. T. said he was enabled to speak from personal 
observation. He was home when this event happen- 
.ed. The news of Mr. Clinton's death was felt like an 
electric shock. Every heart beat in unison with ypuj 
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ovrn, when, the account was received of the measures 
you had adopted to pay the last sad tribute to his 
memory. The mtroduction of this bill was also an- 
nounced, and eveiy man, without distinction of party, 
q>plauded no less, the generosity, than the promptness 
of the act 

It is deeply to be regretted, said Mr. T., that any 
gentleman should feel himself constrained, from a 
sense of duty, to oppose the passage of this bill; but 
it is stin more to be regretted, that gentlemen who 
agree with us in the propriety, nay, the necessity of 
making provision for the minor children of the late 
governor, should still differ as to the mode of doing it 
What matters it, whether it be for his eminent public 
services in general, or whether we take the services 
and the time whilst he was canal cummisioner, as a 
mere guide for the amount which we propose to give. 
Liet us not be deterred firom this by the consideration 
that it may be a reflection on those who removed him 
from that office in 1824. There may have been at 
that time reasons satisfactory to them for such remo- 
val. Mr. T. said he had friends in that legislature 
near and dear to him, who co-operated in that mea- 
sure. That he would be the last to arraign their mo- 
tives or censure their conduct; but in justice to him- 
self he felt bound to say, that he openly and unequivo- 
cally disapproved the act at the time, and he was still 
satisfied that it was ill-judged, improper and unjust. 

There seems, says Mr., T. to be a variety of opin- 
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ions as to the nature of the services which have been 
rendered by Mr. Clinton. Whilst all agree that the 
state has received incalculable benefits from his per- 
sonal exertions, and the influence of his great name; 
yet some entertain the idea, that his services' must be 
reduced to a legered account^ and presented in such 
a legal or equitable shape, that the claim could be en- 
forced against the state, if the state could be implead- 
ed. Although we owe to Mr. Clinton a debt we can 
never pay, and although the proposed appropriation 
will fall infinitely short ot liquidating that debt, still I 
do not deem it in the technical sense, alegal or equitable 
daim against the state. Neither is it necessary to 
the argument that it should be. Shall we be unjust, 
because we are beyond the reach of law ? Shall we 
fail to discharge the obligations we are under, because 
they cannot legally be enforced against us ? Shall we 
abandon the endearing maxims of private life, and 
disregard the precepts of that retigion under which 
we live, which teach us to be just, without reference to 
the means which the law provides to enforce their 
observance? Shall we, on entering this hall, lay 
aside the finer feelings of the man, and assume the 
cold and calculating policy of the legislator ? ShaD 
we do it on this melancholy occasion, one of all others 
calculated to arouse the feelings and awaken the sen- 
sibility of everyone? No sir, I cannot graduate my 
feelings, nor my sense of justice by such a standard. 
I feel bound to express the wiU of my constituents « 






PROCEEDINGS. 67 

and convince as I am, of the unanimity of senti- 
ment which pervades this whole state, I cannot for a 
moment hesitate in giving my vote and my feeble sup- 
poH to this measure. 

But, it has been asked, what is the nature of this 
obligation against the state f I will teQ you, said Mr. 
T., the nature of it. It is like that claim, which 
the officers of the Revolution, tottering on the vei^ 
of the grave, are presenting to the congress of the 
United States — a claim for services rendered at tfa^ 
most trying period of our history, and which estab* 
lished the independence we now enjoy : and without 
which, we should not, at this &ne be sitting in judg- 
ment upon services scarcdy^ess meritorious — claims 
like the present, which could not legally be enforced 
against the government, but '^ such as are founded 
upon the immutable principles of justice." The ob- 
ligations we are under to Mr. Clinton, are like those 
in private life. They arise not from contract. They 
are elevated above all pecuniary consideration. They 
have their origin in the reciprocal wants and kindness 
of our nature. They can be enTorced by no human 
hws — and stQl we feel their binding influence, beyond 
aD legal obligations. They are the obligations of 
gratitude. We have all felt them, and for one, said 
Mr. T^ I am not ashamed to confess, that I still feel 
Hienat — ^and palsied be this arm, and blistered be this 
tongue, if I ever cancel them by any indirection. 
Such, sir, is the nature of the obligation which rests 
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Upon this state, and which we are now called upon 
not to cancel, but to recognise by paying this scanty 
pittance to the orphan children of him, who has c<hi- 
ferted such lasting benefits upon us. 

When, said Mr. T., we call upon the justice d the 
legislature, we might safely rest that caQ upon the in- 
trinsic merits of the claim. The force with which 
the present claim presents itself cannot be resisted if 
we listen to our own sense of justice and obey the 
impulses of our own feelings, which are but a feint 
echo of those which agitate the people of this state. 
At such a time as this it is unnecessary and idle to 
search for precedents. But, if gendemen deem them 
essential, to remove any remaining scruples from 
their minds, enough are at hand — and those too, under 
our own government-— the rewards for distinguished 
and extraordinary services, fipee fbom the odious 
character of pensions, as they exist in foreign gov- 
ernments, and towhich this appropriation has been 
attempted to be assimilated. Mr. T. said, that in ad- 
dition to the liberality of congress towards the widow 
of the late lamented Hamilton, and the recent appro- 
priation to the widow of the gallant Decatur, which 
had been alluded to by other gentlemen, he would ca])iM 
the attention of the house to the case of Baron Steu- 
ben, to whom congress, in 1790, in consideration of 
his " sacrifices and eminent services" granted an 
annuity of twenty-five hundred dollars during life— 
to the act to indemnify the estate of the late Major- 



g^eM^^Ofisiesi^ againi^lf a bond mr which hfe was 
swretjr for 8,688 p^undd sti»£ftg^to the act givitiy a^ 
liberal ddtlatioii to the representative of Col. G^orgir 
bibsot!, « for the usfe and benefit of his heirs,'' Ss» cx-^ 
traorditoaiy ' sens'ices by him rendered to the United 
BUettes'in 1776^— to thercaeeof Arnold Hmry Dorh- 
man, for Hll9 ^'faiti)fiil aind generous services as ag<enf 
from the United Stat6& to thfe court <tf Lisbon ;" whtm 
congress allowed for hiS' disbursements about $5,800^ 
although, as recited in the. act, there was a "deficiency 
rf vouchers" for the same — ^but "congress being 
£sposed to acknowledge in the most honourable 
manner his eminent services," granted him a complete 
and entire township <rf landv This, the gentlemafi 
firom Herkimer will perceive, was for civil services—* . 
and the reason, why the instances rf rew^rdi^ for 
such services exclusively are not more frequent* is^ 
that at the time those important and extraordinary 
^services were rendered, the eminent men by whbiii 
they were rendered, combined the character of the 
soldier and the statesman together. In aB the cases 
above alluded to, there was no legal or equitable 
claim, which could be enforced against the govern- 
ment. They were claims, however, upon the justice 
of congress, and were appropriated and allowed as 
such. 

1^ said Mr. T., we do not find in these acts of con^ 
gress, sufficient authority for the bill under considera- 
tion, let us boldly establish a precedent in the present 

G 
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case: let it remain of record for the benefit of those 
that live after us. Gtentlemen need not be alarmed 
&at the precedent will be a dangerous one. With 

m 

the exception of the iDustriptts La&yette, iheste has 
not been an instance during the last centuiy of such 
eminent services as tiie present, caDing for r^oEmncm* 
tion in the hour of sorrow and of need; nor have we 
any reason to believe that the century to come^ wiB 
produce its parallel. ' They are^ 

**Like angel yiaiUriew and far between.*^ 

Pass this biD, said Mr. T., and shew to an admmiig 
woiid that you afqpreciate the services of your great 
men; that you venerate their names; that aD pohtical 
asperities are hid in the grave that covers them ; and 
when the future statesman, ambitious of that lasting 
feme which public services confer, is devoting the 
best energies of his mind to advance the great and 
pennanent interests of his country, let not his high 
and holy afi|>irations be stifled by the painful reflec- 
tion, that for all this, his children shall become penny- 
less and inherit nought but poverty and the ingrati- 
tude of that country. 

Mr. Edgerton said he regretted extremely the 
course this debate had taken, and he felt himself called 
upon, as the chairman who reported the biBj to ex- 
press his views, as concisely as possible, as to the 
grounds which it is intended to embrace. It appears: 



lo me, sir, said Mr. E., that gentfemen tdce toe narrow 
and too limited a survey in diseussmg a subject of 
this natm«. What, sir, are our fleets and our navies, 
our armies and our fortresses of defence, unless man- 
ned and garrisoned by hearts warmed with a spirit of 
freedom^ and with arms nerved with a love of ihdr 
countiy? In vain should we hope for the liberty of 
&e republic, the p^etuity of our free institutions, 
were it not for public spirit, and a devotion of tfalb 
best energies of the mind of our public men to the 
good and to the welfare of their country. I s(|uid not 
h^re as 4lie eulo^st of any man: such is not my bu- 
nness as a member upon this floor. But, sir, I am 
the last man in this house, who will not award to De 
Witt Clinton all that is his due; his elevated character 
attracts the attention of this state, and his &me has 
gone forth to our common country; and to his pubUc 
rq>utatioii are we bound to award die meed of praise. 
That public spirit, which this bill is intended to foster, 
to cherish, and to raise, is what I would hope to ac- 
complish by voting for this proposition. With me it 
even is of little consequence whether these feth^ess 
children, named in this bill, are in affluence or wan- 
desing in the pathway of want— in comparison with 
the importance of public spirit and the capacity to 
exec^ute public trusts. To De Witt Clinton, all (both 
the friends of the substitute offered by the gentleman 
from Erie, and the friends of the original bill) concede 
talents, prominent, and of the first order. What, ear, 
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M. me adr,jprQivwl9d. hw firom enn^ni^ Umacif out 
.«f jjBaur fiiAKetreiiaKiiy bad he been so di^i^o^ed, dur- 
,kig Ibe^Ieiigth of time be hw b^^oi jn pdblic life? Hovw 
WB8 it YKitb om Wa8fai]|gto&? did be not ody relfipe 
«ny Tewavd: for bid services wfaile eiiiijdayed in pidalic 
lifef How niDas it withJeffereKHi) after a long life de- 
• yotod to public sendee? did he not idie poor? Talk 
not to me. ofdollais and cents ; if r^^ation in public 
iifeis in question, the value ei it to etur cou»lry is past 
conq>eiiaation, and with me is of &r more consequ^ftcse 
than, the sum proposed to be given by. this bSL Hie 
fhildren named m ^thisbHl, may bave talents, «aid 
energy.ofmind, to <nse above all pecumary e^neideia- 
tions, and make Ibeir way to the temfle of iSaunc-r- 
. Wirii them, tho^^bire, it may be of li^ coi^^^ratively 
little imp(Mrtanoe, wh^er thi^biU pfkss or not. ^But, 
sir, when<llo<ris: at tib»e;brQftd principle whidi this bQl 
embraces, idose si§^t c^.the^ie cbiMren^And of the 
name of the iadi^, great and j^lendid as it is. Pa^s 
this bin, and .what do you say to our country? Pa9s 
this bin in either of the forms contemplated, and yipni 
say with aa^saphasis, to^^i^ery suoo^sf^ie govarpor of 
.your state, ^;£io ikou and do MkwnseJ^ Encourage 
Ibis pvinciple in your ptd)lic offioers, and our ooimtcy 
is safe. )Y<Hi, by this bili, may caUirom the mine> 
jes^s, jijiA Ae dtomond yet unpf^iisjbed, to J*y»e:i» 
.9Qmr;obi0r.iif 3tateu 
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Before the question upon the final ptesage of this 
bin was taken, the speaker, General Root, decided 
that its passage required the assent of two-thirds of 
all the members elected, before it could become a 
law. This decision caused the defeat of the bill; for 
ihere was not a constitutional majority in its favour 
upon ttie final question. 

The intelligence of the failure of this bill spread 
rapidly, and a Toice of murmuring and disapprobation 
was heard from every section of the state. The 
measure was condemned in every public journal, and 
&e following have been selected, to shew the public 
sentiment. 



PUBLIC SENTIMENT, 



/Vom ihe New-York QaasetU. 

OuE readers will no doubt observe with regret that 
the house of Assembly has rejected the bill for the 
relief of the minor children of our late Gtovemor Ciinf^% 
ton. From the vote in fee committee of the Whol^ % 
was confidently expected and certainly desired that 
this bill should have become a law. It is not our pur- 



".t 
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pose to question the motives of those who opposed 
it, but at the same time we are satisfied that their con- 
stituents will oause them to feel their dissatisfS^ction; 
Ibe energetic and disinterested exertions of Mr. Clin- 
ton, in bringing the Erie Canal to a successful com- 
pletion, are worthy of dl praise, and certaiiJy merit 
some mark of approbation from the legislature. 

I^om Hik New- York Evening Poet 

We regret to learn that the bSl makings provision for 
the payment of certain sums of money to the minor 
heirs of Governor CKnton, has met with an un- 
locked for and determined opposition from a ^art of 
the Assembly, One of the principal arguments 
brought against it by its opposers, is that it will 
amount to a vote of censure upon the conduct of 
those who removed Mr. Clinton from his office of ca- 
nal con^nis3ioner in 1824. As to the removal of Mr. 
Clinton in 1824, the pubUc will never think diflferently 
of it from what they did at the time, and from what 
they do now, whatever may be done with the bill in 
question. ^ A new mark of ingratitude will not efface 
the stain of the old. His removal was against the 
public feefing at the period, and that feeUng wa» de- 
clared immediately afterwards, in a manner not to be 
forgotten. The public feeling now calls for the pass* 
ing of the law before the Assembly, and we hope that 
it will not again he trifled with and disobeyed. 
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JVom the BochiBter R^pvblwm, 

The biU to authorize certain payments to the chil- 
dren of the late chief magistrate has been r4ected — 
rqected by the representatives, contrary to the univer- 
sal and fervent prayers, of a people rich in the blessed 
fruits of his glorious careeh The failure of a propo- 
sition for a statue or a monument — ^though monuments 
and statues were freely reared to perpetuate the gloiy 
of their benefactors, by republics whose names, are 
nevertheless synonimous with ingratitude-^would be 
mitigated by the consideration oihis famie being inde- 
pendent of such frtiil auxiliaries — co-eternal ynih the 
hills traversed by the canals, with the cities springing 
up on their borders, and with the celebrity which both 

united have conferred on the state. 

* 

** The Ipwlieat rill, the mig^tieat rirer, 
RoUa mingling with his fame foreTer." 

— But to see the children, whose welfare was sj&ghted 
in a zeal for the general good — ^who might have rolled 
in wealth and luxury, had their sire directed the ener- 
gies of his mighty mind to the pursuit of private wealth 
and emcdument, rather than to the advancement and 
glory of his native state — ^to see these spumed, and 
denied the pittance due by the strongest rules of jus- 
tice, is revolting alike to honour and generosity, and 
junworthy of the state and' age we live in. The spirit 
of our institutions is essentially economical, and we 
rejoice at the general^ vigilance in guarding the public 
coflfers ; but the best of causes may be carried to ex^ 
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cess, and econofiaiy itd^tf degteerale mto parsimony. 
Is it consistent with reason or rdigion to deqgr suc- 
cour to those #ho hate neglected themselves in tfaeir 
amdety to serve us? And what inducement is there 
for virtue,^ genius and patriotism, to spend th^ 
meridian vigour in advancing tlie prosperity of man* 
kind, if poverty is to be their own lot in decrqntudie, 
and want the companion of their offeprtng? 

The merits of Governor Clinton's character are 
now beyond the reach of party prejudice or personal 
malignity. The theatre of his fame is too extensive 
that we should entertain any apprehension lest the 
efforts of a ferocious pohtician should circumscribe 
or diminish it The industry of a few obscure and 
intolerant partisans may arrest the pittance which a 
majority of the house would have afforded to his indi- 
gent children^ but they cannot sully the purity of his 
character, nor detract from the impressive testimony 
which our public woriss, our literary and charitable 
foundations bear alike to his talents and patriotism. 
Our fedings are more painfully excited by the reflec- 
tion that death should afford no protection against 
the virulence of party. A tenderness for the dead, 
we hold to be dictated alike by humanity and rehgicMi, 
and when this is violated, we deem it no unerring 
criterion that the head and the heart of the offender 
iffe alike unsound. As a citizen of the state of New- 



;)^Qrk m .sore ^aart^l&ed^tliPEt an lact of justice towaiids 
ji.|d|9tuigui^[^ bei^^ctor should be jdiwarted. 

The^bi]! before the Assembly to pay the minor chil- 
4i0n of De .Witt Clinton, the salary of canal commis- 
^ner fgr 4ie time he held that office, has been lost ; 
aiul we^say lost, for there is little hope of its passing 
in any. shape, when the house have refused to pass it 
)n that shape which was most consistent with its own 
.dignity, most grateful to his offspring, and most ac- 
.f^lab}e to the people of the state. Clinton had been 
,a commissioner from the first, without fee or reward; 
hehad.devpted himself to that service with a fidelity, 
ctevotipn, capacity and usefulness which no other 
jQQan could have rendered. 

We aU baped the measure with exultation, and sup- 
ppsed thatlbe bill would have passed with that silent 
unaniiTvi^, which ;marks entire and sacred approba- 
tion, -and which would. have so nob]^ become the 
r|g^e<^ bene&ction. 

.FVom the Cayuga Patriot 

llie bin, repojried.in ^^^n^Wfifor compensating 
the service of cour deceased governor in relation to 
the canals, by an allowance to his minor children, has 
jg^ with Inspected obstacles. We were poetically 
.4|^osed to De Witt Clinton, and had he . remained 
.with US} f^ ^ tibe field (^ polices, might prpi^bly 
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have found ourselves again in the field against hinA. 
StiU he was a great man, and doubtless rendered the 
people of this state important services, especially in 
relation to internal improvements. He was not ain 
acting commissioner, but shall we suppose Ihat Ate 
researches of his mind, and his time and attention, 
were not devoted to those great works, in which faia; 
name stands, and will stand, inseparably connected ? 
And if so, may he not have rendered as useful servi- 
ces as any other ccwnmissioner? We presume be 
did, and justice requires that such services should be 
compensated. Indeed, the prosperity of the state 
would be advanced, and the interests of the people 
promoted, by always rewarding those who bring for- 
ward salutary and useful improvements. We hope 
the biU. win pass, in some shape. We consider it an 
act of magnanimity and justice, that will be creditable 
to the legislature, to the state, and to the country. 
What, though the lamented Tompkins was treated* 
with ingratitude and cruelty ! shall we therefore per- 
secute the bereaved family, and unprotected, unprovid- 
ed orphans of De Witt Clinton? 

F\nm Ike B^ffiOo Journal, « 

Thus has fallen to the ground the offering of the 
legislature of this state, to the memory and services 
of one of her greatest bene&ctors ! There is a hope. 
— but, after what has passed, it is faint and withering 
— that the bill may yet pass. New objec^ons will 
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ifise, and, in €Rich a case, diere is no end to the 
Mdioiid scraples of manbers. As it now stands, 
the character of the act is destroyed — ^the balm which 
it was intended to pour into the bosom of the femily 
of the deceased, . has been turned to gall, and there 
ittiains only the disgrace of having refused to do 
JBBtice, when duty, the voice of the whole state^ dear- 
ly sanctioned the propo8ition4 

The memory (^ CLINTON is embahned in the 
bearts of his fdlow citizens, and thtre it cannot be 
readied by the petty malice of relentless oppon^&ts. 

It is certainly to be regretted, for the honour of the 
state, that any opposition should have been made to 
the passage of the biS; and more so, that such op- 
position should have been raised by such unholy 
jaeans. We had indulged hopes of better thmgs, 
from the representatives of a magnanimous and grate- 
fid people, whose spontaneous voice would have 
sanctioned any thing within the bounds of reason, to 
secure from the vortex of want the family of De Witt 
Clinton. The defeat of this bill will tell rather bad in 
Usiory, that the just and equitable claims of the &mi- 
hf o[ the greatest public bene&ctor of the age, were 
eddly rgected, by that country whose cofibrs he had 
ffled, and whose glory he had advanced, by a life ably 
and successfully devoted to its interests. 
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We learn With surpfise, whiit we IHfle expeetttd^to 
find in the puUfic'at^ of th« terge aiid eiilightm^^ 
state of NeV^TCirfc^— :anoUiei' evidence dT the ingiitti<' 
tude of republics, w^i^'hasfor ages been proverbial: 
The faoude of A^embly^ has thiis iiatr beelk suC^iei^sAd' 
in its attempti!^ to defeiit the passage (^the biO dkect-* 
ing certain payments to be 'made to the miilor dtul* 
dren of De Witt Clint6n^ Surety this is a proceed- 
ing which their cOtlf^tnents can never approve. 
Nott&ig, we should' suppose, could be more proper, 
and agreeable to the feelings of the citizens^ than for 
the state, in scme^ubh way a&ithis, ptiblicly to recog^ 
nise the services of her' knosf distinguished benefactor. 

Shorthf after the defeat of the biB^ a motion was maehi 

to reconsider the vote taken upon Us final passage^ which 

was concurred in unanimously. The object was to recon-^ 

ate the opinions and views of members who differed upovt 

, the policy and propriety qfthe %d section of the biU. 

Gteneral P> B. Porter moved to strike out the wh6te' 
of the second section of the biD, and insert in lien 
thereof, as follows: 

§ 2. In consideration of the eminent services Ten- 
dered to the people of this state, by the said De Wrrr 
Clinton, thefurtlier sum of — — thousand dollars, is 
hereby granted and appropriated to the use of tbe 
said minor children, to be paid out of the treasury, on 
the warrant of the comptroller. 
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The biU thus amended w<is agreed to by the house by a 
vote (f OS to 21^ ^nd the blank filled with ten thousand 

dollars. 



CORPORATION OF ALBANY. 

A SPECIAL meeting of the board was hdd yesterday 
afternoon at 5 o'clock. The mayor addressed the 
meeting as follows : 

Gentlemen — ^The melancholy event that has induc- 
ed me to call this special meeting, is already known 
to you alL The death of Governor Clinton, which 
occurred last evening, is a public calamity. 

I presume I have merely anticipated your wishes in 
affording an opportunity publicly to express om* grief 
on this solemn occfision, and to sympathize with his 
dually, his friends, and our feUow-citizens, in their 
great affliction. 

The recorder then offered the following resdutiohs, 
which were unanimouriy adopted : 

The death of Governor Clinton having deprived 
the nation of one of its most eminent citizens, our 
state of a public benefactor, and this city of a benevo- 
l^it inhabitant, who was endeared to us as well by a 

H 
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sense of his pubSe usefiifaiess, as by llie knowledge' 
of his private Tirtues, and the ties of social inter* 
eourse — 

The Common Council of the city of Albany, under 
the dispensation of providence, deeply deploring the 
death of Grovemor Clinton as a pubhc calamity, and 
sympathizing with the afflicted family and relations of 

the deceased^ 
Resolve, — 

That this board will conform to such arrangements 
as may be made by the committees of the two 
branches of the legislature, and wiH attend the funeral 
on Thursday next, at 2 o'clock P. M. with its officers, 
wearing the usual badge of mourning, and continue 
to wear the same for thirty days. - 

That the several religious, Kterary and charitable 
societies in the city, be requested to unite with the 
municipal and state authorities, in paying the last 
tribute of respect to the deceased. 

Hat the be&s of the churches in the city be toBed 
during the moving of the procession. 

lliat it be recommended to the citizens generafly, 
to close their usual places of busness during the time 
of the fimeral solemnities. 

A meeting of the members of the bar of this city, was 
held in the supreme court room, yesterday after- 
noon, at 4 o^clock, oecasioned by the death of 
Gk>vemor CHnton. 
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A^UHAM Van Vechten was appointed chairman, 
and Harmanus Blegcker secretary. 

The chairman having in a very feeling manner 
^ated the object of the meeting, the following resdu- 
6oa was unanimously adq)ted : 

Resolved, That the members <^the bar of this city, 
4e^ly impressed by the sudden and afilictive death 
of the govemcHr of this state, and condoling with his 
&mily and die community at large, will unite with their 
ieUow-citizens in manifestations of respect for his 
memory and regret for the public loss, attend the 
funeral, and wear the usual bad|;e of mourning. 

CIRCUrr COITRT. 

At the opening of the Circuit Court and Court of Oyer 
and Tensmer for the county of Albany, at the usual 
hour yesterday morning, Judge Duer observed, that 
^ the calamity which had befallen the state and coun- 
try, in the sudden death of Governor Chntcm, since 
Ae adjournment of the court, would necessarily sus- 
pend its proceedings, from respect both to his^office 
as fdiief magistrate, and to his character as an individr 
ual. llie court was induced by a conviction of duty, 
as weU as by an impulse of feeling, to arrest the pro- 
gress of the business before them, on so awful and 
melaacholy an event; attended as it was by circum- 
stances which have impressed them more deeply with 
a sense both of the loss to the publie, and of the 
bereavement and affliction* of his friends ; and whilst 
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they were aware that an immediate a^ournment 
would be attended with some inconvenience, both to 
the gentlemen of the bar and to the suitors in attend- 
ance, yet the court presumed that the sacrifice would 
be readily yielded as a portion of the tribute due to 
fhe memory of the deceased." 

The following order was thereupon directed to be 
entered on the minutes of both courts : 

" In consequence erf the death of DE WITT CLIN^ 
TON, late governor of this state, and from respect to 
his memory: 

" Ordered, That this court do now adjourn sine 
die:' 

And both the courts were adjoumed accordingly. 

At a meeting of the citizens of Albany, at the Capitdit 
on the evening 6f the 12th of February, 1828, Isai- 
ah TowNSEND, Esq. was called to the chair, and 
Thomas W. Olcott, Esq. was chosen secretary. 
The following preamble and resdutions, were 
imanimously adopted. 

The citizens of Albany, having learnt with unfeign- 
ed sorrow, the sudden and lamented death of his 
Excellency DE WITT CLINTON, and assembling 
together to testify the respect they owe to the memory 
of his exalted talents and eminent services, do resolve 
as follows : 

' That they sincerely deplore the severe and afflic- 
tive loss, sustained not only by the state, but the na- 
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tion. This distinguished statesman and accomplish- 
ed scholar, after devoting more than thirty years to 
the public good, as the firm and decided patron of the 
arts, the warm and zealous firiend of science, and the 
powerful advocate and supporter of internal improve- 
ments, of education, and of virtue, is now no more. 
His public and private worth are identified with the 
history of his country, and will endure, as long as pa* 
triotxsm and fireedom preserve their influence over this 
happy land. 

That they condole with his family, relatives and 
connexions, in this painful and mysterious dispensar 
tion of divine providence, by which they have lost an 
affectionate relative and an illustrious ben^etor. 

That we will abstain from our usual avocations 
during a^ day on which his funeral obsequies shall 
be solemnized, and that they will close their stores 
and shops. 

That they will wear the usual badge of mourning 
on the left arm, on that day. 

That a committee, consisting of three persons, firom 
each ward, be appointed to confer with such' other 
committees, as are, or shall be appointed by the legis- 
lature, the corporation, the bar, the military, or oilier 
public bodies, to make arrangements for attending the ' 
jfuneral of the deceased, and to adopt such other mea- 
sures as shall be suitable to the occasion. 
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UNION COLLEGE. 

The Phi Beta Kappa Society met yesterday, and 
adopted the following: 

Whereas Almighty God, by depriving the state of 
New- York of its late chief magistrate, has deprived 
our seminaries of learning of one of their most wake- 
ful guardians and devoted benefactors: and whereas 
the memory of DE WITT CLINTON, the abiding 
fiiend of this institution, is justly endeared to all its oi^ 
ficers and members, and especially to the members of 
this society, of which he was one of the brightest 
<nmatnent&— - 

Thereupon resolved. That we nungle our heart-felt 
sorrows at his imtimely death, with the sorrows oi his 
feonily, of his Mends, and of that bereaved community, 
w;hich thus smitten by the hand of providence, is clad 
in mourning, and overwhelmed with one common- 
sentiment of grief. 

IfASONIC. 

V 

The Master Masons in the city of Albany and visit- 
ing brethren, are requested to meet at the Masonic 
Hall, this afternoon, at one o'clock, to pay the last 
tribute of respect to De Witt Clinton, Past Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of the State <rf New-York. 

The Royal Arqh Masons will meet at the same 
time and place, to pay the last tribute to De Witt 
Clinton, General Grand High Priest of the General 
Grand Chapter of the United States. 
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The Knight Temphtrs wiB meet at their Encamp- 
ment, and then proceed to give the last honours to De 
Witt Clinton, Grand Master of the Grand Encamp- 
ment of the Btate of New-York, and General Grand 
Commander of the General Grand Encampmei^t of 
the United States. 

At a special meeting of the Abany Institute, held in 
the hall of the society, the vice-president having com- 
municated to the society the death of De Witt Clinton, 
one of its honoraiy members, the fdlowing . resolu- 
tions were proposed and unanimously adc^ted. 

Redolved, Th^t in conmioa with our fellow citizens 
of the state and nation, we lament the death of DE 
WITT CLINTON, late governor of this state. 

Resolved, That as humble members of avast com- 
munity throughout the civilized worlds whose efforts 
are directed to the advancement and diffusion of 
science, we deeply deplore the loss which our com- 
mon cause has sustained in the death of one of its 
mo^t distinguished patrons and success^ cultivators. 

Resolved, That as a faint tribute of respect to the 
memory of the illustrious dead, we will attend the 
funeral and wear the usual badge of mourning tot 
thirty days. 

Resolved, That we will cause a marble tablet, with 
an appropriate inscription, to be placed in the hall of 
the society, in honour of our distinguished member. 
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STATS OF NEW.TaBX..-€ffiNiaUL ORI^R. 

The commander in chief Having received the mel- 
ancholy intelligence of the decease of the late com- 
mander in chie^ his ExceOency De Witt Clinton, and 
being desirous of manifesting all prefer respect to 
die memory of a distinguished statesman and citizen, 
who has so long filled that high office, has deemed it 
sukable to the occasion to direct the following ar- 
rangements to he observed at the funeral obsequies 
of the deceased, and by (be militia of the state, late 
under his command. 

The usual badge of mourning, consisting of crape 
on the left arm, and on the sword hilt, wiH be worn 
by all cheers in commission until after the next annu- 
atl in^)ection and review of their respective corps. 

The company of artiBeiy, throughout the state, 
having a field piece, wffl fire a gun at every half hour, 
from 12 o'clock until sunset of the day next succeed- 
ing the receipt of the intelligence of the decease of the 
late commander in chief. 

At the capital a gun will be fired on Thursday next, 
the day of the funeral of the deceased,^ at every half 
hour, beginning at sunrise, and ending when the {ac- 
cession moves, and minute guns thereafter, until the 
funeral obsequies are closed. 

The military of the city and county of Albany, and 
its vicinity, will appear on the day of the funeral, and 
such part as may be detailed, will act as an escort to 
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attendee remains of the deceased. * All officers, not 
on duly, will join in the procession in uniform with 
side arms and the usual badge of mourning. 

Brigadier-general Cooper, of the horse artillery, 
win command the escort, and make such arrange* 
ments as may be deemed necessary on this solemn 
occasion. 

The commissary-general, and keepers of military 
stores, win provide the necessary ammunition. 

The commander in chief feels satisfied that the 
militia of this state will unite with cheerfulness and 
zeal in these solemn demonstrations of respect to the 
memory of the deceased. In rendering due honour 
to thefllustrious dead, we not only reward distin- 
guished merit and services, but excite to new and 
continued displays of patriotism and public spirit 

By order of die commander in chiei^ 

N. F. BECK, Adjt. Gen. 

STATE OP NEW-YORK. 

rBXSJ> BmiOASE OF BOR8E AJRTILLERT. 

HeadrQuarters, Albany, Feb. 12, 1828. 
Srigadier-general Cooper, in compliance with the 
foregoing general orders, hereby directs that the troops 
and companies therein directed to constitute an es- 
cort to attend the funeral of the late commander in 
chie^ assemble completely armed and equipped with 
the usual badges of mourning, on Thursday the 14th 
instant, at 2 o'clock A. M. in State-street 
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I 

We learti With surprtse,' whut we litfle-cxpccteiShte 
fiiia ihthe piiUlic-acirtid of thel«rrge aiid enilight^^ 
state <rf NeW^Twfc^aiK)Aei« eiddence ot Hic ingfld<' 
tude of r^ubli€S, wfet^i'bfes fi» ages beto pi^vcrbialj 
The faou«)e of A^ehibljphas thus fai^ hteYi mee^tM^ 
in its attettiptlsJ to defefet the passage of the biB dyr^el^ 
ing certain payments to be- made to the mii^t iMi^' I 
dren of I>e Witt Clint6n. Surely this is a proceed- 
ing whldi their cijtt^titttents can never approve. 
NotMng, wfe should* suppose, could be more propfei-, 
and agreeable to the feelings of the citizens^ than for ' 
the state, in some'such way ai^lhis, publicly to recog- ' 
nise the services of her* faiosf distinguished benefactor. ' 

Shorihf after the defktt cf the biM^ a nwtion was ma^ 

to reconsider the vote taken updn Us final passa^ whidk 

was concurred in urmnimously. The object was torecan- 

cik the opinions and viem of members who differed upon 

. the policy and propriefy qfthe 2d section of the bUh 

General P. B. Porter moved to strike out the whdte' 
of the second section of the biD^ and insert in lieti 
thereof as follows ! 

§ 2. In consideration of the eminent services ren- 
dered to the people of this state, by the said De Witt 

Clinton, the further sum of thousand dollars, is 

hereby granted and appropriatied to the use of the 
said minor children, to be paid out of the treasury, on 
the warrant of the comptroller. 
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The ISU thus amended unta agried tobgthe lumee iy a 
vilt €f 88 to 27^ ^nd the blaak iilled with ten thomand 

dollars. 



CORPORATION OF ALRANT. 

A SFECIAL meeting of the board was held yesterday 
afternoon at 5 o'clock. The mayor addressed the 
meeting as follows : 

(Sentiemen — The melancholy event that has induc- 
ed me to call this special meeting, is already known 
to you alL The death of Gk)vemor Clinton, which 
occurred last evening, is a pubhc calamity. 

I presume I have merely anticipated your wishes in 
affording an opportunity publicly to express our grief 
on this solemn occasion, and to sympathize with his 
funily, his friends, and our feUow-citizens, in their 
great affliction. 

The recorder then oflfered the following resolutions, 
which were unanimouidy adopted : 

The death of Grovernor Clinton having deprived 
the nation of one of its most eminent citizens, our 
state of a public benefactor, and this city of a benevo- 
l^t inhabitant, who was endeared to us as well by a 
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flense of his pubKc us^lness, as by die knowkdge* 
ci his private Tirtues, and the ties of social infers 
course — 

The Common Council bCthe city of Albany, under 
the dispensation of providence, deeply deploring the 
death of Governor Clinton as a pubUc calamity, and 
sympathizing with the afflicted family and relations of 

the deceasedr 
Resolve, — 

That this board will conform to such arrangements 
as may be made by the committees of the two 
branches of the le^^stlature, and wiD attend the funeral 
on Thursday next, at 2 o'dock P. M. with its officers, 
wearing the usual badge of mourning, and continue 
to wear the same for thirty days. 

That die several religious, Kterary and charitable 
societies in the city, be requested to unite with the 
municipal sni state authorities, in paying the last 
tribute of respect to the deceased. 

That the befls of the churches in the city be toHed 
during the moving of the procession. 

That it be recommended to the citizens generafly, 
to close their usual places of busness durioig the time 
of the funeral sotemnities. 

A meeting of flie members of the bar of this city, was 
held in the supreme court room, yesterday afier- 
noon, at 4 o^clock, occasioned by the death of 
Gf^vemor Clinton. 



nr 



ARRANOEBIENTS. 83 

AfljRAHAM Van Vechten was appointed chairman, 
and Harmanus Blegcker secretary. 

The chairman having in a very feding manner 
stated the object of the meeting, the Mowing resolu- 
tion was unanimously ad<^ted : 

Resolved, That the members of the bar of this city, 
deeply impressed by the sudden and afflictive death 
of the govemcHr of this state, and condoling with his 
£miily and the community at lai^e, will unite with their 
ieUow-citizens in manifestations of respect for his 
memory and regret for the public loss, attend the 
funeral, and wear the usual bad|;e of mourning. 

CIRCUrr COITBT. 

At the opening of the Circuit Court and Court of Oyer 
and Tenttmer for the county of Albany, at the usual 
hoiMr yesterday morning, Judge Duer observed, that 
^ tiie cabmity which had befallen the state and ooun- 
tiy, in the sudden death of Governor ClintCMi, since 
Ae adjournment of the court, would necessarily sus- 
pend its proceedings, from respect both to his^office 
as dnef magistrate^ and to his character as an individ- 
ual, llie court was induced by a ccHiviction of duty, 
as weU as by an impulse of feeling, to arrest the pro- 
gress of the business brfore them, on so awful and 
melancholy an event; attended as it was by circum- 
stances which have impressed them more deeply with 
a sense both of the loss to the publie, and of the 
bereavement and afflictions of his friends ; and whilst 
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The fecuky (rf Union College, preceded by their 
president, Dr. Nott, robed in a scarf; and the Phi 
Beta Kappa Society of that college. 

The St. Andrew's Society, with their badges. 

The officeis and members of the Albany County 
Sunday School Union Society. 

The fire d^artments, consisting of several compa- 
nies, with their banners, the whole under the direction 
of Allen Brown, as marshal. 

The masters of vessels and steam-boats^ 

The students at lavv« 

The citizens of Albany, preceded by the several 
ward committees. 

Citizens of the adjoining counties. 

The procession moved tlirough North Pearl, Co- 
lumbia, North Market, State and Washington-streets, 
to the place of sepulture, where the military escort 
opened to the right and left, through which the hearse^ 
fcdlowed by the relatives and other mourners, and by 
sueh of the procession as circumstances would per- 
mit, proceeded to the vault. The mortal remains of 
De Witt Clinton were then deposited in the "nar- 
row house ;" mihtaiy honours were paid to them, and 
the procession dismissed at half past four. 

Thus terminated the funeral honours decreed by the 
representatives of the people of New-York, to her dis- 
tinguished son. , 

The day was not inappropriate to the occasion; 
the sky wrapped in clouds, and the ccdd damp atmos- 
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pbere, harmonized with the solemn duties to which it 
was devoted. The utmost regularity was observed 
throughout ; and the early hoiu* at which the scdemni- 
ties terminated, enabled the immense multitude of 
spectators to disperse in good season, and with per- 
fect decorum. 

It was alike honourable to our citizens, and indica- 
tive of die great interest felt on the occasion, to ob- 
serve the entire suspension of business, and. the still- 
ness and solemnity which every where prevailed. 

Many interesting circumstances could be mention- 
ed, to iHustrate the general feeling, were it not feared 
that this account is already sufficiently extended. A 
few particulars only will be adverted to. 

Great interest was manifested by the public to see 
the body, ere it was forever withdrawn from human 
observation. From an early hour in the morning un- 
til 1 o'clock, the room in which the coffin was depo- 
sited, was tlironged by resectable visitants who at- 
tended for that purpose, and many of whom had come 
from a considerable distance. 

The side walks of every street through which the 
procession moved, and the windows of houses, and 
the roofs of several of them. Were thronged by spec- 
tators of both sexes and of every age. Many of them 
wore badges, bearing a miniature likeness of Clinton. 
More than one of the groups thus decorated, wete 
composed of children, whose parents had adopted 
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this mode of manifesting thdr own tfympathy with 
the general feeling. 

The colours of the several vessels at the wharves 
of the city, were displayed at half mast 

Upon the whole, every thing was done that duty or 
sympathy required; and so done, as to confer honour 
upon the legislature and the state. The solemmties, 
without being ostentatious, were appropriate and im- 
posing. They were calculated to call out Ihe finer 
feelings of the heart — ^to remind those who witnessed 
them, of the solemn rites consecrated in ancient days, 
to the memory of heroes and mighty m^ and to fur« 
nish at the same time, a noble incentive and a bright 
reward to public virtue. 



OF 

PUBLIC SENTIMENT. 

CITY or AIi9ANT. 
/Vom the Signt of fftc Timet, 

Urn'd are the ashes of CLINTON! DE WITT 

CLINTON, the patriot and the statesman, the great 
and the good, has left this sublunary sphere of action^ 
in which he has filled so large a space, for one more 
kindred. 

He departed this life on Monday evening last, at 
an early hour, full of usefulness and honour, in the 
59th year of his age. 

Never, since the formation of our government, has 
the sympathy and affection of the American public re-^ 
ceived so severe a shock, as will be felt in this sud^ 
den loss of Clinton. Washington is entombed in the 
hearts of his countrymen — ^but the frost of years and 
the accumidated glory of a long and useful life, had 
prepared their feeUngs for his exit, as the husbandman 
is prepared for the fruit time and the harvest. The 
same may be said of G^rge Clinton, and of the im- 
mortal Jefferson, the effulgence of whose glory shed a 
hallowed lustre upon the simultaneous disappearance 

firom the g^daxy of American greatness,^ of another 

I* 
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brilliant star. Earth, although reluctantly parturient 
of her pride, clung not to -dther a[ these as the fis- 
sures of the mountain rock ding to the knotted roots 
of their lody and luxuriant fixtures. The vicissitudes 
of human life may successively 

« Pat oat the ]i|^t; and th«n pat oat tfte light; 

But> 

" We know not where is that Prometheaii heat. 
Which CM fWs Ught relame!" 

The pupil of science, who had drank copiously at 
her thousand streams — the bold and inflexible advocate 
of truth and of justice, who had, with dignified stern- 
ness, ministered at the altars of both — ^the man, on 
whose heart the God of nature had inscribed devotion 
to his country and the happiness of mankind, is no 
more! And all for which we can hope — ^and the best 
for which we can pray, is— *that in the long list of 
rising worthies in the native state of the illusbrioue 
departed, some may be found, endowed with the man- 
tle and spirit, which shaQ perpetuate, in the scale of 
the union, th<it commanding character and influence 
which has been acquured fof it by De Witt Cunton. 

Although humbly sensible of the infirmity of human 
nature, and meekly submitting to the repeated admo- 
nitions of Divine Providence — ^that vigour of intellect 
which had distinguished his life, was graciouefy vouch- 
safed to him till its latest verge ; and |ar, far remote 
inust the firiends of our country have wished the ca- 
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tastrophey when, but yesterday, as it were, we heard 
Um in accents fervid and solemn, venerating 

*'Tbe tvblime isiooiatioB of liefoie Tirtne wod Bfllloiial gHil5^nA%**-^ 

a sentiment, of which, himself was so soon to be- 
come the object 

The public presses of this city, as well as the cere- 
monies incident to his obsequies, (a detail of which 
will be found in our subsequent columns,) have alrea- 
dy rendered so just a tribute to the memoiy of the il- 
lustrious deceased, and so far anticipated, as to leave 
us little but recapitulation. Some abler hiemd will ba. 
his biographer; while Time, in his continuous career, 
will augment the evidences of his merits^ until the fiat 
c( Omnipotence shall sweep into the same u^distin- 
guishable chaos, the marble page of history, and the 
more enduring materials of our globe upon which his 
name is indelibly inscribed. 

jfVom the Jlbany DaUy AiverUnr, 
DE WITT CLINTON. 

The funeral obsequies are oVer, and the grave has 
dosed on De Witt Clinton. Standing,, as it were, 
between the living and the dead, we cannot> yet appre- 
ciate his loss. We cannot yet realise his removal. 
Bat the overflowings of a heart which honoured him 
while living, and mourns him dead, may occupy a 
brief space to pour forth its unaffected soitow, 

Clinton wa^ the son d an honoured soldier of the 
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revolution, and the nephevf of Bnotfaer soldier and 
statesman of that sublime period. Riaiog from one 
office to anotbei^. uotil he repch^ the bigjbe^t in our 
gift, his talents developed themselves to the admira- 
tion of his native state and country. His views were 
statesmanlike — ^he wielded party not merely for its 
accustomed purposes, but to advance the permanent 
welfare and lasting glory of the community which had 

m 

elevated him. So settled was the conviction that he 
was not a mere politician, but looked to nobler and 
more enduring honours, that he often numbered among 
his supporters, those who diffeiied with him on the 
details of state or national policy. It was his boast, 
and should now be our pride, that on more than one 
occasion, he was upborne by the people alone, to 
place and power. 

He was a scholar of no ordinary acquirements — a 
man of genius in all its commanding attributes — ^a 
statesman who disdained all the petty arts of the dem- 
agogue — a patriot who loved his country and died in 
her service. His is the fame that "follows after" — 
enduring, expanding, increasing. He fell, as a great 
man should wish to fall, in the full possession of intel- 
lectual vigour, "with his buckler on,'' administering 
the wiM and wielding the destinies of a mighty cosft- 
monwealth. 

This is not the time to compare De Witt Clinton 
with his cotemporaries in the republic. But as the 
invidious distinction has been taken, where, we ask^ 
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IS the living individual whose public life can bear the 
scrutinizing examination of history like hisi Wc are 
content, however, to take him as the Great Man of 
the State of New- York. We will garner up his fome 
— ^we will transmit his memory to our children, so 
that when future generations shall ask for his monu- 
ment, they may be told, "The State op New-York, 

ITS GLORr — ITS prosperity— ITS IMPROVEMENT IN 

SCIENCE, LITERATURE AND THE ARTS ALL THESE IVERE 

FOSTERED BY DE WITT CLINTON, AND ITS RE- 
NOWN IS HIS ENDURING MEMORIAL.'' 

Prom the Mhany Daily AdverUter. 
MONUMENT TO CLINTON. 

Were it within the compass of human means, a 
statute should be erected to the memory of CLIN- 
TON, with one foot resting at the commencement of 
the grand canal at Buffalo, and the other at its ter- 
mination in Albany. The man who staked his repu- 
tation on the success of the project, and who used all 
the "giant energies of a giant mind," to the further- 
ance and completion of the greatest work, in its ef- 
fects, ever made by man, and that too, when it was 
ridiculed and opposed by nearly all others, should 
have honour paid to his memory, commensurate in 
glory to the magnitude of the work of which he may 
be called the father. But as such a statue cannot be 
made, we hope that two gigantic monuments will be 
erected, one in this city and the other at BuflEalo, to 
commemorate the services of this great man. 
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AmMB fU Naiioiud Ohtmr, 

DE WITT CLINTON, the greatest man of die 
age, has made his exit from this sublunaiy world; 
and, as we hope, to a far more exalted and glorious 
state of existence. He died suddenly, at his resi* 
dence in this city, on Monday evening last, of a n^ 
ture of the heart This momentous and melanchofy 
event, will produce a great sensation in the moral and 
inteUectuai worid;'for it was not merely as a politi- 
cian, but as a pre-eminent scholar^ civifian, philoso- 
pher, patriot and statesman, that De Witt Cmwton 
was known to his country, and to distant nations ; and 
that his fame will reach to distant ages, and reflect 
lustre upon human nature. Whatever may have been 
his errors, his departure creates a chasm, which is, 
not at present to be filled ; for he has not left behind 
him his exjual in taleats, or his superior in patriotism, 
in the United States. The monuments of his vast 
genius^ are to be found in all the great and lasting 
Benefits, which his indefetigable labours, and stupen- 
dious intellect, have conferred upon us, in our laws, 
our literary and scientific institutions, and our magni- 
ficent inland navigation^ 

The name of Clinton, now that it is beyond the 
reach of envy, and the shafts of malice cannot touch 
it; now that rivalship is extinct, and there is no long- 
er the least obstacle to the expression of candid and 
just opinions, will rise on the wings of fame, and soar 
sublimely into the regions of immortality ! The great- 
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est of his errors, will be lost sight of in the least ci 
Us achievements; and the tears of his countiy will 
fdl upon the tomb of the man, whose services are in*- 
calculable, and whose virtues, and merits, and stupen- 
dous labours for her happiness and pi*osperity, have 
identified his fame and glory, with her fame and gloiy, 
and rendered them equally imperishable in the annals 
rf human greatness and, national splendour. 

We could not say less — and we cannot say more, 
at present; for at the moment when our feelings were 
locked, beyond expression, by the annunciation of 
this deeply interesting, as well as melancholy intelli- 
gence, we were preparing for a journey, undertaken 
in support of that sacred cause of fireedom and hu- 
manity, for which, along side of the illustiious de- 
ceased, we had the honour of contending in the 
^oomy and ever memorable days of '98. 

F^rom the Antidote, 

It is our melancholy duty to announce the exit of a 
man, whose name is identified with the fame and 
^oiy of the state, and the monuments of art and of 
science, and of civil and political Uberty, upon which 
her feme and her glory will for ever rest. DE WITT 
CLINTON is that man. He died suddenly on Mon- 
day evening last, of a rupture of the heart. The sen- 
sation produced in this city, by the annunciation of 
this sudden and unexpected event, is indescribable; 
and a corresponding sensation will no doubt ac- 
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company the spread of the intelligence throughout 
the union% We might pen a volume upon this sud- 
den departure of an incomparable scholar, philoso- 
pher, civilian, and statesipan : but at present, we can 
only say, — Thus passeth away the gl&ry of this toarid! 
* and admonish the reader to reflect upon the instabSi- 
ty of human existence, prosperity and power, 

Clinton is no more! but his genius, his learning, 
his stupendous fiiculties, and the monuments of his 
talents and his labours for the good of his eountry 
and of mankind, are present to the minds of us all : 
and with this halo of glory encircling his own name, 
let us recollect, that he bowed in homage to the name 
of Jesus ; and to the virtues of a truly ^eat mind, 
added the faith of a Christian. 

CITY OF NEW-YORK. 

/Wmi the Stateaman. 

The name of De Witt Clinton, like that of Benja-* 
min Franklin and Thomas Jefferson, must henceforth 
be known only in the pages of public history, and on 
the scroll of immortality. The part of him which 
belonged to, and connected him with, earth, has re- 
solved back to its elements; and the spirit by which 
it was irradiated, has taken its flight from among^st 
us! . 

But though the man may vanish from the scene of 
his mortal career, the deeds by which that career firas 
T^idered eminent and honourabk, survive to 
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species, efid w3l make ftemselves known and ^ 
bj Aeir mfloences upon general happiness, through 
tbe lapse of ail time. 

F^pom die moment of his entrance on the theatre of 
pttbMc Hfe, Mr. Cfinton distinginshed himself not as 
the politician alone, but as devatingthat character 
into the more exalted one of the statesman. Useful- 
oess to his country, and to his fdlow men, was the 
Jeading object of his studies — ^the high, and, we ma; 
add, holy aim of his ambition. In this great pursuit, 
he was enabled to command success from the persp|- 
cadity and energy of his mind, and the extent of his 
genend acquirements. 

How fiir he has been successful, is evidenced by 
the advancement of science, the enlargement of pub- 
lic inatruction, the improvement of agriculture and 
other peaceful arts, and the developement of our 
internal resources. Under the last head is to be 
classed the Western and Northern canals, two of the 
most magnificent works of this, or any, age or coun- 
try. To Ms genius and enterprise, to his untiring 
zeal, and to the influence of his character, are the 
origin and accomplishment of those graiid schemes 
of public utility to be exclusively attributed. It is not 
necessary to enumerate the many points, in detail, 
whereiir the welfare and prosperity of our state have 
been promoted by his labours; not immediatdy alone, 
but also consequentially, silently, and unobtrusively: 
indeed, it would be impossible to asc^ain the pro- 
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portion In which his administration has enriched and 
advanced the state, in a comparison with the ordi- 
nary progress of events. 

In his personal character, there was every thii^ to 
admire. Dignity, but amenity of maimers; soi exem- 
plary discharge of the domestic duties; a love of let- 
ters and arts; and a display of all the virtues of so- 
cial life. 

At the period of his death, he was the appointed 
eulogist of another distinguished citizen, whose tre^sit 
from life was almost as sudden as his own. None 
could have anticipated so fatal an impediment to the 
performance of that tribute to friendship; and may 
we not ask here, who will discharge the task which 
has thus been interrupted, and who will also express 
the deep sense of public veneration and regret for his 
own character and loss? 

From the New- York Daily Advertiter, 
GOVERNOR CLINTON. 

The lamented decease of this, great man, is an 
event which will excite strong emotions in the minds^ 
of the inhabitants of every portion of the union, and 
will be regarded with more than ordinary interest in 
more distant regions of the globe. As a politician, 
he has for many years occupied a great share of the 
public attention. His abilities and influence were 
such, that he was always sure of being distinguished, 
even amidst the contentions of party divisions, and 
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the violence of party animosity. Talents like his 
could not fail to command respect, even from those 
who were' opposed to him in principle. Among his 
immediate friends and political adherents, he was al- 
ways regarded with the strongest and most devoted 
attachment. 

As a scholar, in the broad sense of the term, he 
was highly respectable. His public addresses to the 
legislature, have been extensively and justly admired, 
both at home and abroad, for the liberal and expan- 
sive views of policy which they contained, and as ex- 
hibiting specimens of fine style in composition, equally 
reputable to his literary attainments, and his character 
as a statesman. 

As the patron, and zealous supporter of the system 
of instruction and education in the common schools, 
he will be entitled to the sincerest respect and grati- 
tude of the present and future generations. To this 
fevourite object he devoted every faculty of his mind 
and body— exerting himself to the utmost of his pow- 
ers, and stimulating others by every motive and ar- 
gument that his ingenuity could urge or suggest. In 
almost all his messages to the legislature, this impor- 
tant subject held a prominent place ; and there are 
abundant reasons for beUeving, that it is in a great 
measure owing to his constant exertions, and his un- 
wearied perseverance, that the school fund, and the 
common schools, it&^i the present time in so flour- 
ishing a condition. 
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brilliant star. Earth, although reluctantly parturient 
of her pride, clung not to dther a[ these as the fis- 
sures of the mountain rock ding to the knotted roots 
of their lody and luxuriant fixtures. The vicissitudes 
of human hfe may successively 

<*Pat oat the ]i|^t; and th«n pot o«t tfte light; 

But> 

« We know not where is that Ph>vietheaii he«t, 
liHiieh can fUs light rekme!'* 

The pupil of science, who had drank copiously at 
herthousand streams — the bold and inflexible advocate 
of truth and of justice, who had, with dignified stern- 
ness, ministered at the altars of both — ^the man, on 
whose heart the God of nature had inscribed devotion 
to bis country and the happiness of mankind, is no 
more! And all for which we can hope — and the best 
for which we can pray, is — ^that in the long list of 
rising worthies in the native state of the illusbrious 
departed, some may be found, endowed with the man- 
tle and spirit, which shaQ perpetuate, in the scale of 
the union, th<it commanding character and influence 
which has been acquired foi< it by De Witt Cunt<w. 

Although humbly sensible of the infirmity of human 
nature, and meekly submitting to the repeated admo- 
nitions of Divine Providence — ^that vigour of intdlect 
which had distinguished his life, was graciouefy vouch- 
safed to him till its latest verge ; and fer, fer remote 
must the friends of our country have wished the ca- 
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tiatroidie, when, but yesterday, as it were, we heard 
Urn in acccDtB fervid and sokann, venerating 

"The aiibliiiie aiiooiatioB of lierole TirtiM wad Bfllloiial gntitade''^ 

a sentiment, of which, himself was so soon to be- 
come the object 

The public presses of this city, as well as the cere- 
monies incident to his obsequies, (a detail of which 
win be found in our subsequent columns,) have alrea- 
dy rendered so just a tribute to the memoiy of the il- 
lustrious deceased, and so fteur anticipated, as to leave 
us little but recapitulation. Some abler hand will be. 
his biogrs^her; while Time, in his continuous career, 
will augment the evidences of his merits, until the fiat 
of Omnipotence shall sweep into the same updistin- 
guishable chaos, the marble page of history, and the 
more enduring materials of our globe upon which his 
name is indelibly inscribed. 

I^mn the Jlbany Daily Advertiur, 
DE.WITT CLINTON. 

The funerad obsequies are oVer, and the grave has 
closed on De Witt Cunton. Standing,, as it were, 
between the living and the dead, we cannot> yet appre- 
ciate his loss. We cannot yet realise his removal. 
But the overflowings of a heart which honoured him 
while living, and mourns him dead, may occupy a 
bri^ space to pour forth its unaffected soitow. 

CUniton was the son oi an honoured soldier of the 
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ous civil c^ces which he had sttccesifully filled — and 
this is a qii^stion which will be universally asked, 
and probably it is from this state and from those who 
are deeply interested in its politics, that an answer 
will be expected. Governor Clinton had been more 
than forty years a politician, and had drawn round 
him a number of personal friends, whose attachments 
were sincere and enduring. Whatever differences 
of opinion had existed in relation to men and mear 
sures — ^whatever temporary changes in policy may 
have been decided upon, it is clearly evident that 
Governor Chnton and his friends, as eariy as the 
year 1824, manifested a cordial attachment for the 
venerable and gallant patriot, who is at this moment, 
an object of so much interest with the American peo-^ 
pie, and the friendship was evinced at a period when 
success was more than doubtfiil The friendship of 
1824, burned brighter in 1827, and it tended to unite 
Grovernor Clinton and his finends with the old republi- 
can family, of which he was with the patriotic George 
Clinton, and his father, General James Clinton, uni- 
formly a member. It was at this moment of good 
feelings, when his prospects were the most flattering 
— ^when the calumet of peace had been smoked— 
when a union of the democriatic fannily had taken 
place, and this great state was united and tranqMj], 
that he was called hence when about realizing ift'^feb 
own person, the advantages of the gre^t .civil rev^^ 
lion, so near at hand. * 
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De Witt Cunton is no more. He is gathered 
unto his Others, and sleeps widi his ancestors. He 
expired at Albany on Monday evening last, while sit- 
ting in his chair, enjoying, apparently, his accustomed 
he^th. His death has made a vacuum in the scienti- 
fic as Well as the political worid. Ages may roll 
away ere that vacuum can be filled. He has fiiDen 
amidst his usefidness and his greatness, surrounded 
by the most devoted and the most fiiithful of fiiends. 
He had not yet numbered three score years, and his 
fame had spread throughout the land of his nativity, 
and extended to the uttermost comers of the earth. 

As the champion of internal improvements, he has 
erected his own monument, far more imperishable 
than marble or brass. 

Mr. Clinton was bred in the school of d^nooracy, 
and in the year 1798, although but a stripling, he was 
ranked among the firmest and proudest pillars that 
sustained and gave Ufe and energy to the republican 
party « A history of his pubhc services would require 
more time, and space than can be allotted to this fugi- 
tive sketch. It is enough for the feme of De Witt 
Clinton, that, through his mighty and fearless exer- 
tions^ our Northern and Western Canals were com- 
ijMnced and completed^ while more timid and calcu- 
4P[ig politicians shrunk from a bold and manly sup- 
port of the system; and yet, at a future period, after 
doubt iind uncertainty were removed, the^e same men 
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attempted to wrest fma iAm the honour which he so 
richly merited, and had so nobly acquired. But he 
rests from his labours. Sacred be his manes. 

Mr. Clinton was an efficient and useful member of 
nearly all the charitable, literary and scientific institu- 
tions (tf our state, and 6ie founder of many of them. 

He retained, in full vigour, until the hour of his 
death, the powers of his gigantic mind ; and if he had 
left on record no other evidence ot bis great research 
and discriminating talents, but his letter to Judge E2d- 
wards, on the subject o( his interference with the ex- 
ecutive prerogative, that letter alone would deservedly 
immortalize his memory. 

No statesman, in our country, has fallen, whose de- 
cease will be more sincerely deplored by his personal 
friends, than Mr. Clinton. They loved him, almost to 
idolatry, and he merited their attachment; for in pros- 
perity or adversity, he continued to recognise and 
support them. He rallied around him some of the 
most active and zealous politicians in the state, whose 
sole object, in the coming presidential contest, was 
the gratification of his wishes, and the promotion of 
his views. But now that he has become a lifeless 
clod of the valley, many, very many, of these men will 
retire from the conflict, and no longer be participators 
in a struggle where they never had an interest, and 
where the endearing voice of firiendship ceases to daU 
fw their exertion. 

T^is short obituary of Mr. Clinton is froni the pen 
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of a political oppon^it But the grave hides from 
mortal kea his iafimities. Let not the tcMigue of 
slander detract from his merits, aor suHjr ibe lirtues 
wloch gave dignity to him as a man. 

«<The fMtthal kebM dUMM Ivvei aftw hia: 
And lit hit foOtka k^ interM with hit btnet.*' 

jFWmw ike NeuhYork Mtrchanft Ttligmph, 
DBATH OF DE WITT CLINTON. 

The death of ordinary men is dafly recorded by the 
pubUc jomnalist, without any particular emotions of 
regret, and ofientimes without a sigh; but when indi- 
viduals^ highly distinguished from the mass of man- 
kmd, by public and private virtues, exalted talents, 
and deeds that outlast the marble, are suddenly snatch- ^ 
ed from the scenes of their usrfulness, the sorrow oc- 
casioned by their loss is too deeply felt to find a ready 
utterance in wcurds. That a public calamity has fallen 
upon the people, the mourning garb of our paper has 
already announced^ but it remains for us to add the 
painful explanation, that the calamity is sustained m 
the death of Ds Witt Cunton, a man rich in the 
possession of every moral' and intellectual quality, 
that wins the esteem or commands the admiration of 
the world. This melancholy catastrophe was as sud- 
den as the grief it cr^Stes will be g^eral and lastingv 

Thus has death, widi hasty summons, called from 
a community that can but ill sustain so heavy a loss, 
another great one of the earthy to the silent tomb, on 
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which the Spartan's epitaph cannot be engraven — 
^ Sparta hath many a worthier son." As a statesman, 
he was profound and sagacious; and though it has 
been his lot frequently to be assailed by the vitupera- 
tive tongue of faction, (for where is the public virtue 
so spotless, or wisdom so pervading, as to escape the 
censure of malevolence?) yet it will be long, we fear, 
before the helm of government will be entrusted to 
hands, able, like his, to guide the state through the 
storms of party, with advantage to itself and to his 
own glory and renown. As a scholar, few of any 
country surpassed him; and the lore of centuries, 
with which his mind was richly stored, was used 
with modest prodigality, not for ostentatious display, 
but for the advancement of his country's interest.-!— 
As a man, in the various relations of husband, fiatther, 
friend, he acted according to the impulses of an ex- 
cellent heart, guided by a sound understanding; and 
his death has occasioned a void in the bosom of kin* 
dred, which the eulogies ot a mourning land cannot 
close. He is gone. He has served his country long 
and wen ; would that he could have served it longer, 
for we know not how he could have served it better. 
A leaf of greenest verdure has been added by him to 
the chaplets of his countiy's glory ; and his name wiD 
be treasured by ten millions of freemen as an invalua- 
We legacy — 

''One of the few, the immortal |iamet« 
That were not bofB to die."- 
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/Vvm ike iVcie-Forft aj^utaior. 

The state at New- York has thus lost its highest 
omament; our country one of its noblest benefectorsy 
and the cause of science and improvement a faithful 
and indefatigable patron. The remarks of Mr. But- 
ler, in thebAssembly^ comprehend in chaste language, 
a well-deserved tribute to the memory of this great # 
statesman. Coming from a pcditical opponent, they 
do not speak the voice of eulogy, but of simple truth. 
It is most true, as Mr. Butl^ observed, that however 
great a politician may be, merely as such, his memory 
win scarcely survive his death for a single generation, 
if he has not identified his name and fame with some 
great national improvement, or some mehoration of 
the condition of mankind. The name of Clinton 
belongs to late posterity, not firom his political career, 
though his star so long influenced the tides of par^. 
His popularity will be immortal, because the effects of 
his labours will endure while our nation has an exist- 
ence; and wUl come home to the business and bo- 
soms of men, in the facilities of education, commerce 
and internal communication, achieved by his genius 
and perseverance. Our country has not such an- 
other man to mourn for. It will be long before an- 
other can arise to fill so large a space in the minds of 
our citizens or the feelings of society. It is not our 
purpose now to write his eulogy, or attempt a sketch 
of his character and labours. We sympathize deeply 
with a community which deplores his loss; a loss 
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which wiU be btrt ftSTtitore and more deeply^ as the 
difficidty cf itqpkekig k ie es^ferienced. 

The melanchofy tidings of the decease of our iOus^ 
trious duef magistrate, have thrown a gloom and s<»-- 
how over our city, which speak louder than words the 
language of all hearts, his merited eulogy. . Hie 
moum&d intelligenoe reached the city on Thursday 
evmng, but spread wkh rapidity, and produced 
throoghout our whole community but one feeling, that 
oS heart-felt sorrow for the irreparable loss which 
learning, morate, good order, public improvement, the 
state, and the naticHi, have ^nistained t»y the dreadful 
catastrophe which has deprevived us forever of the 
great fiiend'and promoter of the wd&re of each. — 
The shipping m our port yesterday displayed their 
flags at half-mast) and &e same emblems of mourning 
were exhibited from the public buildings in the city. 

In addition to the testimonies of the regret which is 
experienced at the sudden ^dimming of our shining 
star,'' and of the admiration with which the exalted 
character and talents of De Witt Clinton were beheld, 
we insert the proceedings, adopted in this city 
— ^among the citizens of^which, as in Albany, and 
in every other.place where the sorrowiid tidings have 
been heard, a general gloom hangs over every brow, 
the shadow <^ despondency within. ' 
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BE WITT CJLINTON IS NO MORE ! I 



Apart from the deep regrets which it must occasion 
to his personal friends, as well as to those who^ with- 
ottt distinction of party, were admirers of his talents 
and ifltdlectual powers — ^the intelligence of this un- 
happy event, which may he looked upon as a national 
loss, wHl awakei! a genera! feeling of sorrow through- 
o»«t the union. Mr. Clinton has been universally and 
justly regarded as a profound statesman and an able 
sdiolar, while the policy which has been so success* 
Mfy pursued by him, in relation to internal improve- 
ments, has found but few opponents. He has been 
taken from among us in the midst of his activity and 
usefulness, but not until he had impressed the charac- 
ter of his mind upon the institutions of our state,. and 
identified his name with enterprises, the benefits of 
which will be reaped by the latest posterity. 

m 

jFVom the {PfewYork") Album, 

De Witt Clinton was no ordinary man. Endow- 
ed with commanding intellect, the most persevering 
industry, and the most inflexible energy in the prose- 
cution of his designs, he distanced all his competitors 
in the acquisition of knowledge, and had, even in the 
earlier periods of his life, gained a reputation for 
learning, for political sagacity, and all the attributes of 
a prompt and powerful writer, which most other men 
are contented to have won at the close of a protracted 
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life. Thro\'en by his relation to the venerable Qeprge 
Clinton, when his minority was scarcely finished, into 
the political arena, the contests of which were then of 
proverbial fierceness. and intensity, he displayed that 
sternness of purpose and power of argument which 
afterwards gave character to his administration, as 
chief magistrate of this state. But his mind was of 
too fine a cast, to be obscured and disfigured by those 
party contests which must, and ever will exist in all 
firee states. Bred to the bar, his professional studies 
were neither ill directed, nor superficial. Discarding 
those narrow and confined views, which too oftep 
bind down the mere lawyer to the despotism of ad- 
judged cases, and acknowledged precedents, he en- 
deavoured to combine the noble and more abstruse 
principles of justice, with the severi^ of legal adjudi- 
cations, and has thus exhibited in some of his opin- 
ions in the Court of Errors of this state, a modd for 
judicial investigation, and a fehcitous instance of that 
mingled equity and strict rule, which should ever 
characterize a court of the last resort. 

Systematic in the distribution of his time, and ap- 
plying his talents directly to eveiy object which they 
were intended to embrace, De Witt Clinton attained 
an eminence in general learning and literature, which 
even those might envy, who had made a single de* 
p^irtment of them the subject of their investigation. 
He was a scholar of no mean classical acquirement 
— a lover of the glorious face o( nature around us, and 
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a curious investigator of the singular facts it con- 
stantly presents; his knowledge of botany, mineralogy, 
and natural history, rendered his house at once the 
resort of foreigners as well as Americans devoted to 
the same interesting enquiries. But his was not that 
jejune and miserable learning, which treasures up iso- 
lated facts and unimportant and barren generalities-— 
it applied every item of information to some practical 
result or some useful conclusion. 

' But, this distinguished man, while he possessed a 
mind that could devote itself with ardour to investiga- 
tions of limited extent and importance, was charac-, 
terized by his elevated views of the public weal, by 
his admirable knowledge of the public resources, and 
by his broad and comprehensive ideas of public poli- 
cy. He was a statesman in the largest sense of that 
term — ^to this fact, his messages to the legislature, and 
various other documents which are now matter of his- 
tory, bear a most ample and noble testimony — ^they 
have received the suffrages of kindred talent on both 
sides of-the Atlantic. The name of Clinton is iden- 
tified with the power and glory of his native state, — 
and those reverses, the common lot of nations, which 
shaB consign our history to oblivion, shall alone be 
able to obliterate the monuments of his fame. The 
ruin which awaits the one, will consign both to' one 
common extinction. De Witt Clinton was not the 
projector of the Erie Canal — ^but he seized with avidity 
an idea which, no doubt, had often been conceived, 
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«Dd as often abandoned as an idk but wild and splen- 
did chimera; he examined, with his masterly and in- 
tuitive perception, the practicability of the enterprise — 
he consddered the revenues of the state, (which were 
then hardly a tenth of our present municipal disburse- 
ments,) — he knew well its resources, and'he appreci- 
ated the public spirit of his fellow-citizens — and hav- 
ing, in glorious perspective, all the multiplied bless^ 
ings which that great work is now conferring on fbis 
people and the union — unmoved by the doubts and 
fears of friends, and undismayed by the ridicule and 
hostility of open enemies — ^he assumed the patronage 
of that high enterprise, and perilled his pditical repu- 
tation and fortunes upon its success. If Louis XIV. 
derives the most substantial portion of rhis ^jj from 
the Canal of Languedoc, what praise is due to him, 
who has caused the waters of &e great lakes to com^ 
mingle with those of the Hudson — ^who has op^ied a 
market for the produce of the richest country under 
the canopy of heaven, — ^invcdving a coasting trade 
more extensive than the shores of Europe, — ^who has 
added nerve to industry — ^increased individual com- 
fort and prosperity — ameliorated the condition (^ man 
in these vast regions — and secured, by an indissolu- 
ble link, the power and greatness of our common 
country. With far more justice, than truth will ao- 
4^ord aven to the tedents of the great architect, there 
may be engraven on that slab which covers all that 
was mortal of De Witt Clinton, ^' Si qwms mmumen^ 
dim, ctrcumapice.'^ 
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At a Hieetiiig of the cidaeas of ttie city and oouaty 
of New-Toik, on the Slst inst at the large room m 
die Masonic HaH, Broadway, opposite the.Hoepital, 
eonv^ied by piddic notice, for the purpose of ei- 
pi^nog thdr fediDgs on die death of Da Witt C lui- 
TON, late goyernor of this state, McMrgan Lewis, Esq. 
was appointed chairman, and Thomas HeitteD, ap- 
pointed secretaiy. 

PhUip Hone^ Esq. late mayor, then rose and ad- 
dressed the chair as fiAows: 

This meeting is convened for the purpose of ex- 
pressing the sense of the citizens oi New-York gene- 
ra%, on the occasion of the death of the late Governor 
Clinton. The various public institutions of which he 
was a distinguished member, and several of which 
w»e planted and watered by his hand, have already 
paid this tribute to his memory. But we are assem- 
bled to express, as far as possible, the sentim6.tts of 
the citizens df New-York. The benefit of his labours 
for the public good are felt in ev«y section of the 
state. But we have participated largely, and we claim 
the privilege of expressing loudly and dteepfy our grief 
on this melancholy occasion. 

It is not my intention to pronounce a panegyric on 
the great and good man whose loss we deplore. — 
Abler heads will conceive, more practised handd will 
indite, and more eloquent lips pronouiice, his eulogy ; 
but no heart will be found to fed this bereavement 

I* 
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more sensibly than that of the individaal who now 

addresses you* 

Engaged as Governor Clinton has been, in party 
politics, ever since the commencement of his care^ as 
a pubbc man, he was neverthdess deficient in that 
quality of a politician, which is unfortunately too often 
considered as essential His was not that cold, cal- 
culating policy, which, congealing the natural currents 
of the heart, would check its godlike impulse, and 
prevent him from loving. those who loved him, lest it 
might interfere with his poUtical plans : He was not 
of that class of politicians, who fearing to do some- 
thing wrong, are content to do nothing right. By pro- 
fessicHial politicians he was condenmed for this; but 
this it was that endeared him to his friends; and few 
public men have ever possessed in so great a degree 
the affections of his personal friends. 

A&^ political man, and the leader of a party, he had 
many adherents and many opponents—^talents like 
his, could not fail to protrude their possessor into the 
front rank. On all occasions, and if his inclinations 
had led him at any time to seek the immunity of neu- 
trality, in relation to questions of a public nature, the 
voice of bis fellow^citbsens would have forbidden it. 
But happily for his fame, his claims are more substan- 
tial than those merely of the leader of a political sect 
In the silence of the tomb the voice of party is hush- 
ed, and our lamented Clinton will be remembered as 
the proudest ornament of the state. She weeps for 
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him as ike wUghttined scholar; the patroo, and effi- 
cient supporter of those liberal iostitutiona which 
aenre to adorn our country, and to meliorate die con- 
dition of it^xitizens; the patriotic and incorruptiUe 
statesman, and the active, zealous, fearless advocate 
of internal improvem^its ; that cause in which his 
political and personal r^utation was so deeply iden- 
tified, that its &ikire would have been his defeat, as 
its successftil accon^>]i8hment is his glory. It has 
succeeded, and his fdlow-citizens will not refuse him 
th^r gratitude, which alone constituted the ultimate 
object of his patriotic labours. 

The legislature of the state are at present engaged 
in such measures, as are best calculated to assuage 
ihe grief of his bereaved relatives, and to redound to 
their own honour; and we are assembled this day to 
encourage them in well-doing, by an approval of those 
measures ; and in minghng our tears with those which 
have been shed in other parts of the state, to express 
how deeply this afflictive dispensation of divine provi- 
dence is felt by tiie city of New-Ycwrk. 

Mr. Hone then oiSered the following resolutions : 

Resolved, That we deplore, in common with our 
Mow-citizens, the dispensation of provid^ice, which 
has deprived us of our late chirf magistrate, De Witt 
Clinton^ and unite with heart-fek sincerity, in the so^ 
r^w which has followed him to the tomb. 

Resolved, That while, in the death of De Witt 
Chnton, we recognise a nation's loss, which demands 
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the expression of a nation's grie( we eq>eoiaily feel 
the bereavement, as inhabitants of this city, whidi by 
his genius, virtues, and untiring exertions, has been 
rendered the seat of commerce, prosperity and opu- 
lence. 

Resohred, That a committee of. two p^'sons from 
each ward, be appointed to consider of and recom- 
mend such measures as they may deem necessary 
and proper, for rendering honour to the character and 
public services of the deceased. . 

Elbert Herring, Esq. seconded the resolutions, and 
addressed the meeting as follows : 

Mr. Chairman — ^It is with much emotion that I 
second the resolutions just read. The merit of the 
great man whose death has assembled us, demands 
an abler .eulogist; and I trust that richer praise and 
worthier tributes of respect may follow my humble 
offering. It is, however, gratrful to my feelings to 
mingle my own with the general jsorrow, and to 
manifest regard for the memory of him, who, when 
living, I never ceased to honour. It is creditable to 
our nature to weqp over departed worth; and it is 
alike our duty and interest to mourn over and to deck 
the graves of the illustrious dead. And could' death 
have struck down a nobler victim? Could the 
grave have closed upon one more devoted to his 
countiy, or mote useful to the human family, or more 
endeared to the wise and the good ? Eariy in life, 
he,, whose death we deplore, and whose memory we 
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would JMmour, was caBed by his-counti7meii into 
puiUic ^nployment ; and from that time tiU our be- 
Teayement, his mighty mind was consecrated to his 
counliy's eerrice. For more than tiiirty years he 
has parsed in review before you, occupying many of- 
fieied stetions, shedding lustre upon them aD, and im- 
pressing upon them all the character of his exalted 
•mind. From the commencement to the close his 
brilliant career, he was the distinguished patron of 
science and the arts, and the untiring advocate of 
charitable and moral institutions. Whatever was 
great, or good, or useful — ^whatever we respect, or 
adfioare, or applaud — ^whatever tended to dignify hu- 
man nature and meliorate the condition of man, to 
promote the cause of virtue, and exalt the character 
of his country, was sure to find in him zealous sup- 
port and elB&cient aid. To his indefatigable exertions 
the school fund, in a great measure, owes its pros- 
perity. His eflfoarts have pre-eminentiy diffused edu- 
cation through bur state ; and to thousands has the 
book of knowledge been opened, who, but for him, 
would have been uneducated and unenlightened, blind 
to its beauties and its blessings. He saw in tiie diffu- 
sion of knowledge, and in the mental culture of his 
countrymen, their appreciation of their own rights, 
their love of freedom, and the stabSity and permanen- 
cy of our civil institutions. Under his fostering care 
agriculture left her unprogressive position, and made 
rapid strides in improvement. He realized the bless- 
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iBgs that follow in her train. He knew that she dis- 
pensed wealth, cherished independence, and inculcat- 
ed morality; and he therefore made it the object of 
special communication to our legislature. He was 
the constant advocate of moral and charitable institu- 
tions — ^he considered them the handmaids of benevo- 
lence and virtue, ministering to the happiness, and 
advancing the best interests of society; and he lent 
them the influence of his talents and of his great name. 
And, sir, his energy and influence, and foresight^ 
have intermingled the lakes and the Hudson. The 
great Western Canal owns him as its efficient Patron. 
His comprehensive mind grasped its stupendous im* 
portance — ^he viewed* in its completion the prosperity 
of the' state, and the glory of the nation — and on its 
accomplishment he hazarded his renown. That work 
alone will immortalize his name; and the benefits re^ 
suiting firom it will transcend the power of computa^ 
tion. Sir, this is a rapid glance at some of his pub- 
lic services — ^less could not be said. But his eulogy 
will be emphatically, and sublimely, and beautifully 
pronounced by the prosperity and aggrandizement of 
the state and the natiqn. This illustrious man was in 
one instant passing before us in his career of useful- 
ness, with the brilliancy of a meteor, and in the next, 
the mourners were bearini^ him to his long home. 
But he is embalmed in the hearts of his countrymen, 
because he pursued the best interests, and advanced 
the true glory of his country. We.attest his worth 
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bjour SQitow — and we offer our tribute of mourofiil 
reject to this friead of science—- this patron of the 
aits — this ornament of our country — ^this benefactor 
of mankind. 

Resolved, That these proceedings be signed by 
the chairman and secretary, and published. 

Resolyed, That this meeting adjourn to such 
time and place as ^ shall be designated by the chair- 
man, by public notice. 

MORGAN LEWIS, Chairman. 

Thos Herttell, Secretary. 

NpW-YORK STATE SOCIETY OP THE CINCINNATI. 

MuhYorky February 15, 1828. 

The president performs the melancholy duly of an- 
nouncing, to the members, that his Excellency De 
Witt Clinton, governor of the state, and a member 
of this state society, departed this life at Albany, on 
Monday evening last. 

Grov^Tior CUnton's public and private life are so 
{eneraUy known, his patriotism and love of countiy 
80 universally admitted, his philanthropy and talents 
ao justly admired, that his death is at this time to be 
mourned as a national loss ; while his attachment to 
tbe members of the society and his continued exer- 
tions to promote the best interests of the institution^ 
make him to be regretted as a personal Aiend. 

The members of the society will therefore wear the 
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usual badge of 0K>urQisg for thiitf days to eviBee thei^ 
respect for his memeiy. By order oi 

CoL RICHARD VARICK, fVesident. 
Charles Graham, Secretary. 

British Consulatb, 
New-Yoik, 15th Feb. 18S8. 
The British Con»il requests the masters oi the 
several British ships now in port, upon Sunday next) 
-to hoist their colours at half-mast, as a mark of re- 
spect for the memory of his Excellency De Witt Cjlik- 
TON, governor of this state, whose superior endow- 
ments will justly place him among the first men of 
this or any age ; by whose death the scientific world 
has sustained irreparable loss and the country one of 
its brightest ornaments. 

Russian Consulate, 
New-York, Feb. IMh, 1828. 
. His Imperial Majesty's Consul requests of the 
several Russian ships now in this port, upon Sunday 
next, to hoist their colours half-mast high as a token 
of respect for the memory of his Excdlency Dk 
Witt Cunton, late gov^nor of this state. 

f\rom the New-York IkiUy JOoerOitr. 

A resolution has been introduced into the house of 
Assembly at Albany, the object of which is, to allow 
to the minor children of Gonreraor Omtcm, the amount 






PUBUC SlfiNTQIfiNT. 129 

of llie salary of canal commissioner) during the time 
in which he acted in that capacity, but for which he 
declined receiving any compensation. We are glad 
to see this proposition. It is nothing more than pay- 
ing a just debt. The circumstances of his dedining 
to receiving it at the time the services were rendered, 
can never be considered as a dischaige to the state 
from their 'equitable liability to pay the salary; and as 
die fieonily are left dependent, the most obvious princi- 
ples of justice would induce the legislature to pay to 
the ianuly the amount which might have been receiv- 
ed by him at the time it was due. 

But we hope that something beyond this will be 
done. By the influence and exertions of Governor 
Clinton, the state enjoys the benefit of the great West- 
em Canal, which is not to be considered merely in 
the Ught of a magnificent public work^t must be 
estimated as a thing of far more importance than 
such a view of its character would indicate. As 
soon as tl|» debt incurred for the completion of this 
great work shall be paid o£^ the income from the 
canal wiU go far towards supplying the necessities of 
the state for the support of its civil government. We 
need look forward but a very few years to the period, 
when by the completion of the canal across the state 
of Ohio, from Lake Erie to the Ohio river, and the 
aetllexnent of the immense regions upon the shores of 
Uie great lakes, to realize the incalculable importance 
of this stupendous enterprise. The productions of 

M 
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those irait but fertile regione must, to a ptM^mtee^ 
pass dxrough this grand outlet to tiie ocean, and in 
this cUy find their principal market. The ineome 
arising from this source, in addition to &e private 
emolument vyhich w31 be realized by carriers, aaer- 
chants, agents, &c. will be immensely great, and will 
redound to the advantage of Ae state. What wiB be 
the feelings of respect and gratitude of the people and 
government of New-York, fifiy years hence, to tte 
memoiy of the man who planned and. executed this 
higfaway to the ocean? And, we may emphaticdly 
inquire, what will be the fedingd ijt the people of 
OMo^ and Indiana, of Michigan, and the territories 
bordering upon the upper lakes, when they reafize all 
the benefits of a cheap^safe, and ready h^wiE^ to 
market, for tiie products of their flourishing regions, 
and contrast then* situation with what it woidd be if 
the Erie Canal had never been formed? 

A sum from the state treasury, which would {dace 
the fiunily di Governor Clinton beyond Ush reach of 
Want, would never be feh^ and we trust never grac- 
ed, by the people of this state, who owe him so much. 
But how reproachfid would it be to them to leave in 
penury the beloved offspring of their greatest Bi^iti:- 

FACTOE? 

s - 

V 

At a meeting of merchants at die Masonic Hdl, on 
We&esday etehing 20th inst. to receive ihe report 
of a committee on the subject of affsr^^ penaan^it 



FiTKUK MffTHi»T. 131 

miveffickot aid in jMromotiBg the toodftUe eSbrto of 
die mot^iants' dfiri(8 of this eify^ cranected witib Ae 
Meroaotile Libraiy Associatioii; and with the vievr 
d eeiasTgimg the q>eratioiis and givuig greater per- 
maneoce to the duupaeter <rfthi8 iodtitutioii — 
IK, W. yVooifuify Esq. being af^cnnted chainnany and 

Mr* Jno. D. Stede^ secretary; 

I>iifii^ the discuadon of the resokitionfl^ a oom- 
■ainicntiogi was received from th^ yonng gwdemen 
of the libraiy afleociation, reminding the meeting of 
fte eaily b^aefiK^tiona to their institulion of the late 
€bie£ mai^trate of this atale^ and requesting aome 
liftute to his memory, ^ 

The GoineideBoe of thick ftd with die wcmMtamw 
of ^ late pttUie bereaveaimit, produeed an inatantane- 
one aed ^tfianimoiis ejipreaakm of sentiment, that the 
association about to be formed dKNdd be distii^isb- 
ed by the name of the ifiustrious statesman whose 
loss is now so generaHgir deplored ; and it was earn- 
estly recommqided as the sense of the meeting that 
the in^ituti<m should be styled the CUNTON HALL 
ASSOCIATION-^that the buMing wbm ereoted* 
CUNTON HALL, might prove a lasting Mid at the 
fl^me time a im^ monument of the grateful recollec- 
tion entertained by the merchante of this city of the 
services of that i^tinguished statesman; particularly 
of the important service rendered to the trade of the 
dty of New-York, by the principal taih(x smd execur 
tor of that great project, so happily accompUshed, by 
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which the rich treasures of our northern and western 
boundaries are poured into the lap of this emporium 
#f American commerce. 

It was well observed at this meeting, that the mer- 
chants of New-York, with all their inteBigenee, activi- 
ty and enterprise had been wantingtothemsdvespar- 
liculariy in one respect — in promoting that unity of 
feeling and combination of effort so essential for the 
protection of their interests, and so generally attend- 
ed to by every other class of the community. The 
estabUshment of this association, and the erection of 
- CLINTON HALL as a common beacon for all en- 
gaged in trade, there was room to hope would pro- 
cure this desirable effect, and the institution itself 
like a Orand Canal, might bring together every distant 
interest to unite at any time in one general co-opera- 
tion for thir mutual benefit. 

MEETING OF THE BAR. 

At the Opening of the Court of Common Pleais 
this morning, on its being suggested that a meeting 
of the bar had been called at IS o'clock, at the City 
Hall for the purpose of agreeing upon some pubUc 
expression of their sorrow at the death of Governor 
Clinton, the court adjourned in order to give the mem- 
bers of the profession an opportunity to attend. 

At twelve o'clock Chancellor Kent took the chair, 
and Sylvanus Miller was appointed secretary. 
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Joeiah O. Hoffinan, Esq. then moved the Momng 
resolutions : 

The members of the bar of the city-of New-York, 
assembled to repress their sense of the public ca- 
lamity occasioned by the death of De Witt Cun- 

TON, 

Resolve unanimously, That they deeply unite in 
the voice of sorrow, this afficting diq>ensation has 
called forth, not only from the hearts of his fiunily 
and friends, but from public bodies, scientific, reli* 
gious and charitable institutions, the tribunals of jus- 
tice and the legislative councils of the state, who 
eadi felt a portion of its character and usefulness 
identified with his name, and each of which mourns 
the loss as peculiarly its own. 

That the death of such a man in the fiilness of hid 
acquirements, strength of his intellect, and when his 
country anticipated still further exertions for its wel- 
fare and happiness, of which die present and er'^ear^ 
ing monuments of his genius and constancy, fifford- 
ed full assurance, is a bereavement, greatly deplorable 
by the state he exalted and the age he adorned. 

Resolved, That the bar of thi& city, as a tribute of 
respect to the memory of the deceased, and in testi- 
mony of thar heart-felt regret, will wear mourning 
during the present Session of the legislature.. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meeting be 
signed by the chairman and secretaiy, and published 
in the different newspapers. 
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. Mr. Cfariffin, in Becoodkig Che notioti miide Ike fi>I* 
lowing remarks : 

Mr'. Chairman — ^It 10 no ordinfloy dettfar that has 
called U6 together. When such aa individual as a 
Gaaning or a Clinton dies, we mourn not as mem* 
hers of a particular profession, or a particular com* 
miinity, but as members of the great femity of man. 
It is a bereaved worid that feels the loss. 

Oijor lamented Clipton was a character whom tlie 
worthies of antiquity would cheerfolly have hailed as 
a brolher. Possessed . of a pecidiarly commanding 
person, and a more commanding mind — a mind richly 
stored wiOi the treasures of ancient and modem learn- 
ing and animated by an ambition lo&f and inflexible, it 
is true, yet identified with the f^orj of his cottntiy,-7- 
wise in deliberation, unbending in purpose, determin- 
ed in acidon^nature and education formed him to be 
one of the master spirits of the age iawhieblie 
lived. The Perides of our. commonwealth, for near 
thirty years acereised without stoqmig to ihe little 
arts of popularity, an intellectual dominion in his na- 
tive state scarcdy inferior to th&t of the iOustrious 
Athenian — a dominion as benignant as it was effective. 
^ He was the supporter of every charitable and reU- 
^ous institut]<m — the eneourager of ev^ scia^ce 
and eveiy art Not confining his fiteraiy patronage 
to the artist and the scholar, he also devoted the pow- 
ers <^ bis migh^ mind to the less bi^iant, but not 
less usdTul sulgect of common education. Feding 
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flietnilfa of^e great {loikical aztQm, tlMt virtue and 
informa^on, widdy diffiised, are tbe orfy sure pfflwi 
of a republican gmemmeatj he sealouiafy promotod 
sreiy object caleulated lo mdiorate the nuxcd condi- 
tkm of (his state, and labouied, with uaciriiig asaidu- 
i^, to irradiate the liberal mind with the light of 
knowledge. 

(He thm aBuded lo the canal poficjr, and hia intim- 
ate connection with its rise and progi^aa.] 

JAMES iCENT, Chavman. 
SfxyAmrs Miller, Secretary. 

At a meeting of the New-Toik Historical Society, 
apecia&y convened at their rooms iti the New*Yod; 
hiatitution, February 18, 1828, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That this society unite with their Mow* 
citizens in deeply deploring the recent death of Db 
Wrt Clinton, the late distinguished chief magistrate 
of tbe state. And tibat thef in the highest degrea 
af^reciate the eminent services which he has i^der^- 
ed in the various calces he successively hdd ; the 
propitious influence of bis exertions in the, promotion 
of science and literature, and the steady and uniform 
encouragement of every object intended for the dis* 
semination of inte&igence and the promotion crf'the 
general good. 

R^dohred, That in this afflictive bereavement, the 
society hastominim the loss of one of its eariiest and 
most effidei^ patrons ; of one who presided over it 
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with jtistingiiished abibty ; and o£ one who enridied 
its collections of historical materials, by his learned 
researches and profound investigations. 

Resolved, That the members <^ this society wiD 
wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days, 
and that these resolutions be published. 

At an adjourned stated meeting of the New-T6i^ 
County Medical Society, held on the 18th inst. the 
following resolutions were moved and unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved, That the Medical Society, of the county 
of New- York, in common with their feOdw-citizens, 
are deeply senfe(ible <^ die loss which the American 
public, and more especially the peo{de of this stote, 
have sustained in the death of De Witt CuifTON, the 
late governor. 

Resolved, That it is not less the duty, than the in- 
-lerest of a free and inteffigent people, publicly to ex- 
press their dense of the des^ of great (when occa- 
sions like the present give c^portimily ) and good men ; 
uiasmuch as the characters of such m^, are amoi^ 
die most valuable property which a commonwealth 
can possess, and the right improvement of their ex- 
amples its most permanent riches. 

Resolved, That the life and character of our Is^e 
excellent chief magistrate, are so intimately connected 
. with aO the plans which have been designed or adopt- 
ed for the unprovementof this state, for the last thirty 
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years, that the gratitude of generations yet unborn wiH 
be the memorial of his worth. 

Resolved, That our profession are deeply sensible 
of the weight of his council and influence, in oi^niz* 
ing the various medical societies throughout this state, 
and that th^ will ever cherish a grateful recollection 
eftus services. 

Resolved, That a committee of five persons be ap* 
pointed, to confer with a similar committee, to be ap- 
pointed by the College of Physicians and Burgeons, 
m- order to the adoption of. ulterior measures, by 
which the profession may testify their respect for the 
deceased. 

Resdved, That the members of this society wear 
the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions be pub- 
lished, with the signatures of the president and secre- 
tary, and that a copy thereof be transmitted to the 
family of the deceased. 

Extract from the minutes of a meeting of the trus^ 
tees of The Public School Society of New-York, 
held February 15th, 1828. 

Previously to the opening of the business of the 
meeting, S. Cowdry informed the board of the te- 
mented and sudden death of our late worthy presi- 
dent, De Witt Clii^ton, and he ofiFered the following 
preamble and resolutions, which were ijnanimously 
adopted : 



s 

infimned of the sudden deeease of bis EveeUeBcj De 
Witt CliiiU»H who, amooi; hm other teetiiiKMiialB of 
public esteem aod confdeoce, bee held the c^oe of 
prefiodeni of this society from its first oiganoetwi^ 

Resolved, Ae the s^se of this boafd^ Aet, while it 
is our duty to bend with unmurmuring swbroieeiott t^ 
the win c{ ^vine providence, we view .this eventes a 
eignal calamity to our country, to the caiHse of smenoe 
and public inq^rovement, and the many us^ul institii» 
tions of which the deqeased was a distinguisfaed orna- 
ment and patron. That be occupied a barge plaee in 
the affection and respect of his countrymen, as one of 
their most able and suGce8af^l benefootors, viA that, 
as connected with this and similar associatioos^ the 
cause of literature and benevdeq^e has sustraied, in 
his death, an unspeakable and irr^MMUe lo89« 

On motion, Resolved, That Mes«rs« Cowdry, Rooe«- 
vdt and Collins, be a committee to adopt such ftirtfasr 
m^easures in relation to this melancholy event, as shall 
i^ear suitable. 

Resolved, That a copy of the above preamble and 
resolutions be certified, and forwarded to the widow 
and relatives of tiie deceased, and tiiittlie prooeed- 
ings otih^ bourd on this oeeamon.be publiriied m our 
daifypapeis. 

Eji^met of the unnutes of the New^Y<Mrk Chamber of 
Commerce, February 18, 1828. 
The following g|eamble and resolutions were moved 



by W. W; Wod»«y, uid WBOonded by Henry Blsektnan. 
The meiftbera of ibt New-York Chsmber oTOom- 
merce justly estimating the private Tirtues and public 
semoes of hie Exeelleney Db Witt Cuntoii , late 
governor of the state, deeply dejdorejthe loss which 
his deatii has oeci»iotied lo diis state and to the na- 

His devotion to the cause of science and fiterati^o^. 
and to the benevolent institutions which distinguish 
the present day : his successful efforts to promote 
schools among the great body of our citizens, by 
wMch neaiiy half a mfflion of our youth receive the 
benefits of education : his genius in projecting, and 
his untiring zeal in carrying intq effect, the great 
scheme of internal navigation, which has already 
united the Hudson with the inland seas of the nordi, 
and will soon lead to a similar union with the im- 
mense waters of the west, and lay open to the com- 
merce of this city fertile countries whose shores are 
not inferior in extent to the shores of Europe— -all 
show the superiority o£ his mind ; that it was directed 
to the most patriotic objects, and that its efforts have 
been crowned with the most splendid success. 
* Resolved, That a copy ci tiiis minute be transmitted 
to (he family of the late Governor Clinton, with the 
most reqpectful assurance that the Chamber of Com- 
merce, of New-York, realize the great loss which 
they have sustained, and participate in that sorrow 
o c eatto ne d by Hm aflk^tive ^b^nsation of provi- 
dence. 
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Resolved, That the president, vice-presidents^ and 
secretaries, be a committee to perform this melancholy 
service. 

On motion, Resolved, As a mark of the sincere re- 
spect which the members of the Chamber entertain 
for the character and services of Governor Clinton, 
that they will weai* the usual badge of mourning for 
one month, 

CITY OF NEW-YORK, 

In Commok CoimciL, Feb. 16, 1828. 

Mr. Seaman presented the following resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted : 

The Common Council of the city of New- York 
having been informed of the death of De Witt Clin- 
ton, late governor of the state of New- York, and be- 
ing deeply impressed with this dispensation of divine 
providence, and feeUng, in common with their feUow- 
citizens, the loss the state of New- York and the nati<m 
at large have sustained in his sudden removal from 
the scene of his usefulness, and being desirous of ren- 
dering to his memory a sincere and heart-felt tribute 
of respect— therefore — 

Resolved unanimously, That the president's chair 
be dressed in mourning, and that the members of the 
Common Council wear crape on the left arm for the 
. space of thirty days. That it be recommended to ike 
shipmasters of the several American vessels now in 
port to hoist their colours hatf-mast on Sui^y nest 



'ttesolvefl, That the reverend tbe clergy of the city^ 
be reBpeetfuDy requested, in the name of the Common 
Council, to notice, m an appropriate and sotemn man* 
ner, in their respective churches, to-morrow, the deep 
iMsreavement sustained by our common country, by 
the death of our chief magistrate and fellow-citizen, 
De Witt CHnton. 

Resolved unanimously, That copies of these reso- 
lutions be transmitted by his honour the mayor to the 
•family of the late Governor Clinton, with the sincere 
condolence of the corporation of the city of New- 
York, with those who arcj so deeply and more imme- 
diatdy afflicted by this dispensation. 

The following was presented by Alderman Lamb, 
and adopted : 

Resolved, Thiait a committee be appointed, V9iih wjl* 
thority to make arrangements and to carry them into 
. ^[^t, for such further demonstrations of the respect 
of this Common Council for the memoiy of the de- 
ceased, and of their high sense of the eminent services 
he has rendered the city and state, as they may judge 
proper. - • 

Bfe?. UK. KUcNOM^ SBKI|(I1I. 

Tbo^ezcelleiit discoiurse of this excell^it divine, on 
the evbjieciot the national bereavement recently sus- 
tained in the death of De Witt Cunton, has been 
printed at the request of the vestry of 8t Georg^ 
dhuxeb) and. we have been politely favourod witM 

N 
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copy of it. We speak bigh praise when we say &at 
it is written with the usual force and elegance of its 
erudite and pious autbcM*, and treats the question, 
which has of late been so much discussed, in conse- 
quence df Bishop Hobart's letter, in a manner that 
most entirely accords with our views of the subject. 
Notwithstanding that our space will scarcely permit 
it, we cannot forbear copying the annexed extract, 
and regret that we are unable to affiu^d room for a 
more extended one. 

^ The plans of Omnipotence are achieved by himian 
instruments; and it is not inconsistent with the para- 
mount claims of God to honour those whom hfe so 
highly honours, as to constitute them the agents of 
his benefactions to mankind. To those whom he 
employs to accomplish his designs of goodness, if 
faithful in the discharge of the functions committed to 
their trust, a subordinate measure of gratitude and 
respect is justly due. They deserve to be honoured 
while they live; and when they die, a nation's tears 
may well bedew their graves, and grat^l memoiy 
deUght to perpetuate their fame. 

The remark is true in the most general sense. 
The occasion calls for its special application to such 
as have occupied distinguished puWic stations. And 
we do not hesitate to say, that to such, a tribute of re- 
spect is due; that to render it is consonant with the 
apostolic precept in our text; and, so long as it ex- 
ceeds not the merits of its subject, and derogates not 
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from the superior reverence we owe to Grod, it con- 
titLVcnes no principle of our holy feith. It is hut the 
payment <^ a wdl-e&med deht, to praise the man 
whose ambition has employed itself in great, and ex* 
cdlent) and useful objects. It is not to Ihe idle 
incumbent of h^«ditary honours; it is not to the man 
raised to distinction by base and treacherous artifice, 
<nr lawless force; it is not to one mistakenly elevated 
to a rank, which he disgraces by arrogance and pride, 
we are called to render honour ; but to the honest states- 
man, rising into public favour by inherent w<Hrth, and 
patriotic effort, and constantly employing his distin- 
guished telents to Ihe public good ; and to the memo- 
ry of such a man we would advocate, without the 
smallest scruple, a munificent return of public grati- 
tude and praise. Flattery, the character of our holy 
religion and of our civil institutions^ alike forbid. But 
where history has already recorded evidences of 
personal and official worth which time cannot obliter- 
ate, nor ingratitude itself defisbce, there can be no <^- 
fence in eulogy. . 

Such is the case of that illustrious man whom we 
have seen, with awful suddenness, cut down in the 
midst of his day^ and of a career of public useful- 
ness in which few woidd venture to present them- 
selves as his competitors. We can say of De Witt 
Clinton, not in' the sycophantic spirit of Tertullus to 
Felix, but in the chastened soberness of truth, that 
^by him we have enjoyed great quietness, and by his 
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providence very worthy deeds have been done to our 
whole nation." Then let us give his memory its 
due. Let us render honour to whom hooour jaeSy 
appertains. It is doing homage to vif tue itself to 
" honour its possessor, and well deserved ccMnmenda* 
tion of the dead may assist to excite the tiving to & 
noble emulation of his bright example. 

It is in this view, and under such impressioncs ^^ 
I feel a glow of gratrful satirfaction mingled with no 
ordinary sensibility, in according my feeble tribute of 
reject to the memory of the distinguidied chief 
magistrate of whom the state has been bereaved. The 
. events in which he bore a conspicuous part wffl fill a 
large place in the history of our country ; and some 
faithful biographer, <^ talents commensurate to bis 
noble subject, will hand down the name of CmitoN 
to the admiration of a late posterity.'' 

At a meeting of the bbard of Trustees of Ib^ College 
of Physicians <md Bi]!^;ebnB, on Friday S2d inst Uttb 
following preamble and resolutions were unanimoufidy 
adopted: 

Whereas, the CoBege of Physicians and SurgecNfts 
deeply participate in the regi^t manifested by their 
MdW-dtizens oli the occasion of tiie , death of De 
Witt Cunton, late governor of this state, therefore, 

Resolved, That a committee of five be a^ioi&ted 
fi*om this board, to confer with the committee of the 
Medxcfal Society x)f the ismih^ of Mew-Toik, appoint^ 
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ed for die fike purpose; in order to fAopi such mea- 
sares as they may deem proper, in testimony of re- 
fi|>ect for the deceased. 

Resobed, That the members of this board will 
wear the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be published, sign- 
ed by the President and Registrar, and that a copy of 
the same be transmitted to the famify of the deceased. 

In conformi^ to the first resolution, Dr. A. W. Ives^ 
Mr. James Campbdl, Dr. F. U. Johnston, Mr. C. P. 
White, and Dr. GObert Smith, were appointed a com- 
mktee of this board. 

JOHN WATTS, Jr. President. 
N. H. DERIN6, Re^strar. 

At a meeting of the board of professors of the Rut- 
ger's Medical Faculty of Geneva College, at then* hall, 
on Friday evening, February Idth, 1828, on motion, 
resolved, that this board unite with the public in 
lamenting the loss of their late distinguished feOow- 
eitizen, De Witt Clinton, governor of the state of 
New-York, whose splendid talents and important 
services have elevated the c^racter of his native 
state, and enrolled his name among the most success- 
ful votaries of science and the greatest benefactors of 
mankind. 

Resolved, That the professors of this college, iA 
testimony of their respect for the deceased, wilL 

N* 
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weai* the mnsi bftdge of mourniiig for timtf days. 
Resolved, ThsX these proceedmgs be pidblkdied'. 

DAVID HOSACK, M. D. 

President of the £iiciiky. 
JOHN W. FRANCIS, M. D. 

Registrar. 

At a special meeting of the New-Yoric Literary and 
Philosophical Society, convened oX their chamber in 
Ae New-York Institution, 18th Feb. 1828, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

On motion, resolved, that this society are de€|>ly 
sensible of their loss, as well as that of the state and 
nation, in the death of their late president, De Witt 
Clinton. 

Resolved, That Dr. David Hosack, the first vice- 
president of this society, be requested to pronouce a 
discourse commemorative of the worth and services 
of the deceased. 

Resolved, That the members of iSiis society, in 
testimony of their respect for the talents and virtues 
of the deceased, will wear the usual badge of mourn- 
ing for thirty days. 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to 
carry into effect the above resolutions. Whereupon 
Professor Renvvick, Dr. Van Rensselaer, Philip Hone, 
Wilham Giacie and Dr. Pendleton, were appointed. 

Biesolved, That the above resolutions be published. 
By order, 

J. VAN RENSSELAER, Secretary. 



r • 



PUBUC SCffTIMEirT. 147 

PBOCCEa>iKGS OF THS ALUMKI OF COUTMBIA COIXBSCHB. 

The associatioii of tbe Alumni of Columbia CoOegei 
having heard with deep sorrow of the death of theor 
illustrious associate, Ds Witt Clinton, late governor 
<^the stalc^ deem it proper for them to make a public 
dedaration of their sentiments and ledings on thki 
vmy mournful evesA. Tlierefore, 

Resolved unwimously, At a general meeting hdd 
at Ihe coIlege-}iall, on Tuesday, Feb. 19, Uiat die 
Alumni of Columbia College, while they mingle their 
sorrow widi tliat of dieir fdOow-eitiaceBs, for the loss 
of tfaebr diief magistrate, whose elevated policy has 
eminei^ contributed to raise the glory, and promote 
the pro(Sf>erity of die state, do yet feel themsdves 
especially called upon to d^ore his loss as the 
en%btened and liberal patron of education and sci* 
ence. As the zealous and steady jfriend of the cdk 
leg^ and as its eariiest Alumnus after tbe tennination 
of the war of independence. 

Resolved, That m testimony of Mr. Clinton's 
eminent talents and virtues, and of their sincere sor* 
row fcMT his death, tlxe Alumni will wear crape on the 
1^ arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That a copy of Mr. Clinton's last year*s 
address to the Alumni be procured for publication, 
and that the same be forthwith put to press. 

Resc^red, That the standing committee be empow- 
ered to carry the above resolution into eiFect, and also 
toadqpt such further measures as may best exjpress 
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the sentiments of respect efatertained by the Alumni 
for the memcTj of ihek highly distinguished associ- 
ate. 

Resohred, That the chairman transmit to the fiunfly 
of Mr. CUnton a copy of the proceedings of this 
meeting, togeth^ with the repression of the suic«*e 
condolence of the Alumni for the severe bereavement 
which the fiimily have suffered. By ordar of the 
meeting. 

# 

NEW-TOBK STATE ABTILLERT-IHyiSION OKDWOk 

MuhYorkj Fib. IGth, 1828. 

The major-general has the melancholy du^ o( an- 
nouncing to the corps the death of the late commander 
in chie^ his Excellency De Witt Clinton. He de- 
parted this life at Albany, on Monday the lllh inst. — 
On these mournful events, the mind naturally recurs 
to the character of the deceased, and the heart,, with 
the kind feelings with which nature has entwined it, 
brings out its virtues in strong relief. But in the 
present event the judgment coincides with the fed- 
ings^ and they unite in portraying the deceased as one, 
who, more than any o4her, has contributed to raise his 
native state to the proud eminence she now enjoys; 
as one who on all occasions exerted his great poUti- 
cal influence in advancing the cause of science, and 
in fostering those institutions and those arts which 
"soften and embellish life.'' 

But it is needless to detail the virtues of a character 
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90 intiffiately kiKywif--U8 fiune win be dwriahed by 
Vm eoantrymta as iodiBMdubhf connected with thdr 
own ^ory — and whQe wealth and abundance flow on 
die watero of the magnificent work which his capa* 
dons mind jivuutd, and his feaiiesa and determined 
fl|ml proseottted to ita comfrfetion, and amidst the 
dieetftd smHes of industry which now enliven its 
hmHsBy the name of Clinton will be remembered with 
im»«asiiig feelings of respect and gratitude* In the 
disriHHPge of his militaiy duties the deceased gained 
the esteem and emfidence of those under his com- 
majvi by his ready attention to their requests and by 
Us kind and courteous demeanour. To the memory 
cf soch a man the eorps woidd be desirous to raider, 
ereiy possible n«p«ct. 

The militMry honours to be paid to the deceased are 
prescribed in general orders which have appeared in 
the gazettes under the date of the Idth inst It is 
thereby directed, that the several companies of artille- 
ly fliroughout the state shaU fire a gun at every half 
hom*, from 12 o'clock until simset, after the roceqn of 
the intdfigenoe of the decease of the late oommaodei* 
in durf. To give an opportunity to th^ several com- 
panies of the division to unite in the ceremoniol, the 
ma}CMr*genepal has selected Wednesday, the SOth inst. 
fer that purpose* The several corps of the division 
wiQ appear under arms on that day at the Battery in 
the city irf New- York, at 10 o'clock. They will ap- 
pear wMi the ttsttdladges of moun^g, which badgts 
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are to be worn by aD officers in commission until after 
the next annual inspection and review of their respec- 
tire corps. 

The drums and odier instruments of music are to 
be with mourning badges, and the standards will be 
furled with crape knots. The division will be formed 
in line at 10 o'clock, in open order as for review.— 
The major-general and suite on the right of the line — 
the brigadier-generals and suites on the right of their 
brigades, and the other officers at their respective 
posts. The standards of the several regiments will 
be posted on the right of the whole line, and upon the 
order given, tliey will pass the line in front o( the offi- 
cers, and on their return will take post with their re- 
spective regiments. The line will salute as the stand- 
ards, pass. The line will then take plose order — ^the 
standards with a guard of honour will be posted m 
front of the centre of the Une, attended by the major- 
general, the brigadier-generals, and their suites. The 
line wiQ then whed into platoons and march past the 
standard, sauting as it passes. All the movements 
are to be made with drums muffled, and the bands 
playing a dirge. After the troops have passed tiie 
standards, the several detachments will break off and 
march in slow time to the posts hereafter designated, 
where the minute guns are to be fired. For this pur- 
purpose, the commandants of brigades will make the 
anungements and give the necess.ary orders. For 
the purpose of the firings, General ^icer will order 
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with field pieces, to be posted it the fol- 
lowing places, viz: at Fort Gansevoorty at the North 
Battery, at ^the north side of Castle Glarden, and at 
Corlaer's Hook, where they will fire as directed by 
general orders. Greneral Arcularius for the same pur- 
pose, wffl order a detachment of horse artillery with 
two 6 pounders to be posted in iront of Maidiattan 
Market on the East river. 

Gien^ral Spicer will cause the flag at the Battery to 
be hcHsted at half-mast during the day. 

The requisite ammunition will be furnished on ap- 
phcation to Commissary-general Muir, at the arsenal. 
By order of Major-gcsaeral Morton. 

WM. D. HENDERSON, Aid-de-camp. 

An emergent meeting of the R. W. Grand Lodge of 
Free and Accq^ted Masons for the State of New- 
Tc»k, held at the Grand Lodge Room in the city of 
New- York, on Tuesday, the 19th day of February, A. 
L. 5828, the foOowing resolutions were presented and 
unanimously adopted. 

, Whereas, this Grand Lodge, duly estimating the 

» great loss which they as Masons have sustained, in 

unison with the great body of their fellow-citizens, in 

the decease of their illustrious Brother, and M. W, 

Past Grand Master, De Witt Clinton. 

Therefore resdved, That the Members of this Grand 
Lodge do, with their fellow-citizens, deeply deplore 
the loss of a man do highly distinguished for his en- 
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)i|(kt0Bieli, Mbmd aiid phifeniliropic muid, and h^msm 
td^its and p^rseTeranee have oonftrred a lasting befi«- 
^t on his country, which wiU be to his Rame a pei^ 
petual monument. 

Beeohred, That an Oration, commemoratiTe of tiie 
vhrluea and talents of the deceased, be pronounced, 
and a solemn service peiformed at the nest annual 
communication of this Grand Lodge. 

Resobed, l%at die officers and m^nb^rs 4if this 
Grand Lodge, as a mark of respect to the memory 
of their deceased P. G. Master, wear a badge of 
mourning on the left arm Ibr thirty days, an4 that the 
Grand Lodge be put in mourning for the period of 
twelve mondis, and that &e same be recommended to 
the subordinate lodges. 

Resolved, That the foregoing resohitionB be oom- 
municated to the famify oi the late M. W. P. 6. Mas- 
ter, accompanied by a letter of condolence expreesiTe 
of the deep sen^e of sorrow entertained by the mem* 
hers of the fraternity, for the loss of their revered and 
illustrious Brother. 




llie sudden and untimely dead) (tf this distinguiA- 
ed man, has produced the deepest sensation through- 
out the state. A reqilendent i«minart, moving in 
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jfemdito ^ory, has fallen as in a moment from its 
orbit, and is quenched in darkness forever! It is 
meeiy therefore, that we assume the emblems of 
mourning, and mingle our griefs and our regrets; for 
he that " sat chief'* among us, who was our guide in 
council, and our benefector, has suddenly been taken 
away, and our eyes shall no more behold him forever! 
The public honours, the mournful procession, the 
solemn obsequies, paid to his mortal remains, are 
tributes of respect, just and appropriate, and bespeak 
our veneration for his character, and sense of our 
own bereavement: — ^but to him, lodged in his dark 
and narrow mansion, how vain and unavailing! Oh, 
on his ear, locked in the stillness of death, the voice of 
eulogy, and the farewell peal of artillery, fall alike 
unheeded and unheard! 

How impressive the admonition which this event 
convBys to the living ! how forcible its rebuke to the 
eagerness of ambition ! Death lays his hand alike 
upon " the mighty" and the mean, and levels them 
both in the dust. Regardless of their plans of public 
utility, their schemes of ambition, and their prospects 
of fame, he utters his stem mandate, " Return ye chil- 
dren of men." 

The death of this distinguished citizen, though un- 
expected, has not been premature. In the midst of 
his years and his usefulness he has fallen; but he has 
lived to complete a monument to his fame, which the 
rerolutions of time shall neither obliterate nor impair. 
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Succeeding generations, when they shaQ behold those 
mighty works of internal improvement, which owe 
their origin and consummation to the enlightened 
views and liberal policy of De Wjtt Clinton, shall 
bless his memory, and proclaim hia praises as a 
statesman and pubUc benefactor. 

From the Buffalo En^^orium. 

The death of Mr. Clinton, the news of which 
reached this place on Saturday, is an event of the 
most afBicting nature; and casts a deep and general 
gloom over the state. New- York has sustained and 
irreparable bereavement, and may well display the 
tokens of sadness; for if it be right to indulge in sor- 
row and mourning at any dispensation of providence, 
it is when the public benefactor, the great and good 
man, pays the debt of nature. 

At a time when he was considered in the vigour of 
life, and hardly having reached the zenith of bis 
bright career; when we had every reason to hope 
for a continuance of his usefulness ; while standing 
at the head of his native state, where the suffrages of 
an enlightened and grateful people had placed, ^ and 
long sustained him ; while the eyes of the American 
republic were turned towards him, anticipating the 
day when his towering genius should wield the desti- 
nies of the nation — a mysterious providence has cut 
him down. A vacancy is left in the councils of New- 
York not easily suppUed. 
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As a scholar, a patriot, and a statesman, Mr. Clin- 
ton stood among the first of the age, if not without 
a rival. The institutions and public works of New- 
York, the theatre of his glory, bear imperishable 
marks of his genius, and pronounce his eulogy. — 
Long will her citizens cherish his recollection. If 
Mr. Clinton has received injustice at the hands of 
some of his cotemporaries, time, the redresser of all 
wrongs, will make restitution, and justice will be 
done to his memory. Connected with the history of 
our country, his name will stand enrolled among the 
illustrious of American sages. 

fyomUu UHea Sentinel. 
DEATH OF DE WITT CLINTON. 

Before this paper will have reached our readers, 
public rymour, which, in transmitting and agitating 
important occurrences, outstrips all mechanical inven- 
tions, will have announced to all, that a great man 
has fallen! De Witt Clinton is no more! The 
announcement bears with it a flood of sensations, 
which at first rush with a rapidity too overpowering 
for utterance. It is not until the tide of our feelings 
becomes somewhat subdued, that we can trust our- 
selves to comment upon so solemn an event, to dwell 
upon the fair and illustrious traits of his character, or 
glance at the magnitude and extent of his services. — 
He expired suddenly, of an apoplectic attack, while 
conversing with two of his sons in his study, on 
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Monday evening last, at about seven o^clock, having 
been previously in his usual health. 

With his last breath departed all remembrance of 
his faults and every feeling of animosity, inevitably en-* 
gendered by coUision with his fellow-beings upon the 
great theatre of life — ^but not so with his virtues, the 
monuments of his genius, or his fame. These are 
imperishable. They are engraven indelibly upon the 
hearts of his fellow-citizens, and impressed with a 
trace that can never be obliterated, upon the very 
features of his country. His name is indissdubly 
connected with the most stupendous work of the age, 
— a measure, which, in a great degree, owed its 
adoption to his brilbant genius, ks commencement to 
his forcible eloquence, and its final completion to his 
vigorous and untiring energies. The Erie Caniad will 
prove a monument more sure and lasting to his feme, 
than the pyramaids of Egypt to the vanity of their 
builders ; for the one will confer benefits upon man- 
kind and claim their gratitude, to the remotest gener- 
ations, whereas the other can claim no merit but that 
of crumbling to the dust a few centuries later than 
those whose vain glory raised them firom it. The 
age in which we live is one of utility; all eflforts tend 
to this object, every invention of genius has this di- 
rection ; and he, who should waste his own and the 
energies of his country for any other purpose, would 
acquire only an immortality for folly. Utility has 
been the grand characteristic of all Mr. Chiton's ef- 
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forts; and vrho can pretend to estimate the value of 
their practical results I They can only be do'eloped 
in the revolution of centuries, and posterity alone can 
fix the standard at which they are to be estimated. 

Wherever his genius descended, it shed light and 
beauty; whatever his spirit grappled, it betrayed mas- 
teiy and power. ,NViiU tetigU quod non amavU^ and 
we may add, quod nan vincU. 

States, like individuals, have theu* days of prosperi- 
ty, and days of adversity ! Times of mourning and 
times of rgoicing! Wliy is it that the inteQigencers 
of the day come to us dressed in sable? Why does 
the great state of New- York mourn? Is it because 
her prosperity has fled and adversity overtaken her? 
No! She continues her steady march in improve- 
ment and prosperity — onward — onward ; leaving far 
behind her sister states! But she weeps like a be- 
reaved mother ! It is the deep-toned mourning for 
the loss of her native son ! Her De Witt Clinton 
is no more! He is gone to **that bourne from 
whence no traveDer returns P' Although his grave 
has closed forever, she can still behold him in his 
stupendous works — ^in the moral influence he has ex- 
erted, and in the rushing spirit of improvement 
spreading itself with rapidity over the whole coun- 
try. How has he accomplished this? Was it be- 
cause he occupied the highest official station in the 

o* 
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union-^Hlrawifig arotiadhim the patroBage of &e 
chief magistrate af the nation, and wielding tbe eofir 
9titutional powers of the United States? No ! his 
highest c^cial station was simply a governor of a 
smgle state. But be wielded the mighty enet^es of 
his own giant mind, and ga^e an irresistible impetus 
to all his grand measures of advancement axid imr- 
provement. 



««HOW ARE THE I4IQHTY FALLEIN.*' 

The unexpected death of our cl^^f oiai^strate, wiU 
awaken one conunon sympathy throughout our state. 
Party animosity wiQ now be buried, and the virtues 
of a great man's memory be cherished with the 
generous flow of lamentation and sorrow. At a mo* 
mpnt when least expected, he has been snatched 
away to a homeapongtus fathers. 

The arm of the Almighty reached him and }m &sfL 
In the midst of bis usefulness, and in the active duties 
of his exalted station, he was arrested, and is no 
more. His career of life has ceased, but not until 
the value of his character bad reached our farthest 
shores. The sun of his gl€a7 has indeed set. No 
cheering prospects now brighten ttp<m his view. The 
chamber of our executive is in mourning. It will no 
longer giiipet him welcome to. a seat in its counsels. 
All is dark, and dreary, and desdate, where onfce the 
sta^tesman presided ; and lonely there may his sue- 
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c&aem f^ &0 im6«rti|inty wA I9tutab3ity of aD dangs 

la life, our d^c^Q^sed i;ovenior shared no ovdiaairy 
part in the commotions of politics. The writer of 
this article was one among his opponents. It shall 
have no part nmfi m denying his claims to<(he grati- 
tude of his country. Histoiy wiU httire the fuU 
weight of his talents and his worth. The extent of 
his fame win yet be seen in the school of science. It 
win deseed to distant time, Imghtmng amid the 
convulsions of our political horizon, an orb whose 
spl^Adours win outride the tempest of war, and pre* 
serve from oblivimi the memory of his virtues. 

[JVbte.— It ii neceiHury to remark, that eyery public ionmal in thii 
flate, apoA this raoeipt of theBoamnil inteUiganca, paid tribute to the 
nemory of Mr. Clinton; bat a verr large portion are omitted in this 
work w waat of room. Indeed, tne gfeat diffioialty the' compiler e»* 
eonptered, waa in eomprcMing and abndging the varioas notieei.] 



in the Common Council of the city of Schenectady 
the following resolutions, offered by Mr. lann, were 
unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That this Common Council learn with 
deq) regret, the sudden decease of his Excellency 
De Witt Clinton, governor of this state, and that 
they fee], in common with thehr fdlow-eitizens, the 
loss sustained by this afflictive dispensation of provi- 
dence, in thus cutting off, in the midst of his useful- 
ness, one, al&e celebrated for his public and his 
private virtues. 
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Resolved, As a testimonial of regret for his decease 
and respect for his memory, that the members of this 
board wear the usual badge of mourning for the space 
of thirty days. 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of the village of 
Herkimer and its vicinity, the foUowing resolutions 
were unanimously adopted : 

This meeting having received intelligence of the 
sudden, unexpected and afflicting dispenfsation of di- 
vine providence, in removing from this scene df trial, 
by death, his Excellency De Witt Clinton, for a long 
time the governor of this state, while in the bosom of 
his femily, and in the full possession of the highest 
honours; and that his mortal remains are to be Inter- 
red with appropriate funeral ceremonies on the 14th 
inst at 2 o'clock P. M. — and entertaining sentiments 
of sincere and unfeigned respect for the private vir- 
tues and eminent public services of this distinguished 
man, as weH as those emotions of deep regret which 
it becomes every good citizen to feel and to express, 
for a loss so great, so striking and so real to this state, 
and to the nation — 

Be it therefore resolved unanimously. That in testi- 
mony of the high respect which we bear to the memo- 
ry of the deceased Gtovernor Clinton, the village beB 
shall be tolled from two to three o'clock in the ailer* 
noon of Thursday the 14th inst. and that minute guns 
be fired during said time — and further, that with the 
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e]fception of the time during which minute guns are 
to be fired, half-hour guns shall be fired, commencing 
at 12 o'clock M. and ending at sunset; and that it be, 
and hereby is recommended to, and enjo'med upon, 
the citizens of this vSiage to keep their stores, offices 
and shops closed from 2 to 4 oVIock P. M. of that 
day. 

Resolved, That the individuals composing this 
meeting will adopt the usual badge of mourning for 
the deceased, by wearing crape on the left arm for 
the ^ace of thirty days ; and that the same be re- 
coHunended to be worn by our fellow-citizens gene- 
ralJy. 

At a special meeting of the Board of Trustees of 
the village of Rochester, the following resolutions were 
adopted : 

Resolved, That this Board deeply sympathize with 

the public, in the death of an eminent citizen in the 

person of their patriotic and distinguished chief mar 

. gistrate, and deplore the same as a great public loss. 

Resolved, That it be, and hei'eby is recommended 
to the several clergymen in this village to notice this 
afflicting dispensation, in an appropriate manner fiom 
their several pulpits, on Sunday next. 

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommended 
to the trustees of the several religious societies in this 
village, to cause- the churches belonging to their re- 
spective societies to be bung with black on said day. 
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Resolved, That the derk cause notice to be given 
to the respective clergymen in this village o[ tfie above 
resolutions. 

Resolved, That the clerk cause notice to be given 
for a public meeting c^'the citizens of this village, at 
Christopher's Mansion-House,- this evening, to take 
into consideration such further measures as may be 
proper to be adopted for testifying tiieir sense of such 
loss. 

At a meeting of the citizens of Kingston, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were proposed and unanimously 
adopted : 

Resolved, That it becomes an enlightened and 
grateful people to cherish and perpetuate the memory 
of th^ir fellow-citizens who have distinguished them* 
selves and added glory to their country by their acts 
of greatness and goodness. 

Resolved, That we received the melancholy intelli- 
gence of the death of De Witt Clinton, late governor 
of this state, with unmingled feelings of regret and 
sorrow : That we consider his death a great national 
loss, and one which will be most severely felt by the 
state over which he has so long, so ably, and so faith- 
fully presided. 

Resolved, That the secretary transmit to the family 
of the lamented Clinton, a copy of the resolutions and 
proceedings of this meeting. 

It being intimated to the meeting that the Rev. Mr. 
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Qosilaan had been informally requested to preach a 
fiineral sermon on the occasion for which they have 
assembled — on motion, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to wait 
on the Rev. Mr. Gosman, immediately, and request 
him, in behalf of this meeting, to preach a funeral ser- 
mon on the event of the much lamented death of his 
Excellency Governor Clinton. 

At a meeting of the inhabitants of Canandaigua, 
the following resolutions were reported, and being 
severafly read, were unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the citizens of Canandaigua deeply 
lament the afflictive dispensation of divine providence, 
m the sudden removal, by death, of the late illustrious 
chief magistrate of this state. • 

Resolved, That in the death of De Witt Cunton, 
the state of New-York has been deprived of a public 
benefactor, and the nation of a most distinguished 
statesman. 

Resolved, That the legislature of this state, by the 
unanimity with which they have adopted measures 
expressive of their respect for the memory of our la- 
mented governor, and of their sympathy with his be- 
reaved family, have consulted their own honour and 
the feelings of their constituents. 

Resolved, That it is peculiarly becoming in the citi- 
zens of the western part of this state, to testify by pub- 
lic demonstrations, their sorrow for the loss of one 
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who has left among them the monument of bis fttnic^ 
in the great and pm^manent works achieved by hif^ 
enlightened, policy. 

Resolved, That the committee above-named be in- 
structed to take measures for such further -pobBc ex- 
pression <rf respect for the memory of the late chief 
magistrate, as tiliey may deem proper. 

A funeral procession, in respect to Governor Clin- 
ton, was had at Sacket's Harbour on the 2l8t of 
February. The regular troops from the garrison, 
under Major N, S. Clarke, the officers of the 189th 
regiment of militia, a numerous body of citizens^ and 
the masonic fraternity, were in the procession. It 
proceeded from the Union Hotel to the Presbyterian 
church, where an eulogy was pronounced by Colond 
Elisha Camp.. Minute guns were fired during the 
funeral solemnities. After the procession was dis- 
missed, the masonic fraternity retired to their HaD, 
where they passed resolutions in testimony of their 
profound grief at the loss of their eminent brother. 

A civil and military procession was formed at Ba- 
tavia, in respect to the memory of Governor Clinton. 
Funeral ^ exercises were performed in St. James' 
church, and D. H. Chandler delivered an eulogy. — 
Minute guns were fired and beQs tolled during the 
moving of the procession. 

In the evening, a large audience assembled at the 
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Masonic Hall, where divine service was performetl, 
and an appropriate address delivered by the Rev. Mr 
Salmon. , ^ 

[iVote.— It become! neceitary for the comber ugnin to remark, 
(Mtpolilie demonstrationf o^iorrowand regret, were shewn in ai 
■Mft eyery Tillage, tqwn, and citj within the aUte, but noticea of 
wmeh are omitted here, for want of room.] 

Extracts from an eloquent oration, delivcrd at 
Cherry-Valley, by James Brackett^ Esquire. 
" In contemplating the character of such a man as 
Mr. Clinton, the mind. naturally seeks for a parallel 
among (he great and distinguished names of antiquity. 
Pericles, adorning his own Athens; founding schools 
and diffusing knowledge among herlsons ; encourag- 
ing industry and art; rewarding ingenuity and great 
attainments; calling in statuaries and painters from 
the neighbouring states ; and making his native inter- 
est the pride of Greece, affords the most striking re- 
semblance. The resemblance holds also in the love 
of both for elegant literature, useful knowledge, and 
masculine eloquence. But here, it is hoped, that the 
parallel may end. Pericles was the last of the Athe- 
nians, combining the republican firmness and simpli- 
city with a love of arts and letters, and with his death 
the gloiy <^ Athens declined. Mr. Clinton stands the 
first and pre-eminent benefactor of his native state 
in her arts, in her improvements, in her scientific 
advances; and with his death may not her substan- 
tial s^ory become retrograde; but be progressive,' till 
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she shall be the pride and wonder of civilized, enligfat* 
ened man. 

" With great men as with mighty rivers, some are 
admired for the length and rapidity of their course ; 
some for the salubrity of their waters ; some for the 
fertility of their banks; some for the depth and safety 
of their channels ; some for the bearing with their cur- 
rent golden sands ; and some for their majestic march 
to the ocean. His native Hudson furnishes a strik- 
ing illustration of Mr. Clinton's character; straight, 
clear, deep; combining beauty and grandeur witli 
utiUty ; serving as a channel of communication be- 
tween the North and West on the one hand, and the 
South and East on the other. Majestic river ! IN- 
COMPARABLE MAN. 

^ Though dead, he is not lost to the state or com- 
munity. His name survives : it is stamped on every 
improvement of his country, on every monument of 
her art during his age. But is this all? No : histo- 
RT HAS THE KEEPING OF HIS FAME: and, proud of the 
treasure, she will hang it up as conspicuously as if it 
spaikled among the signs of the Zodiac. All coming 
time, win tell of his genius, liis industry, his labours, 
his patriotism. His example will serve as a beacon '' 
to studious, virtuous, aspiring, ambitious youth. — 
Should they follow it, shipwreck need not be feared. 
. ^^The noble Bomans put the images of their ances- 
tors into the vestibules of their l^ouses ; that, botli 
going in and coming out, they might see them ; and 
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thus be incited to remember their virtues, their great 
and heroic qualities; and be taught to emulate both 
in their lives. The success answered'the design. — 
That republic became famous; and increased in 
wealth, strength, dignity and honour, till corruption 
and degeneracy entered and prostrated the fair fab- 
rick in ruins. 

" We ought to cherish the example of Mr. Clinton, 
irho has now gone to join the bright galaxy of our 
dq)arted worthies, and take liis stand beside them on 
the roUs of fame, as the Romans did the busts of 
their ancestors. Eveiy country has in the characters 
of her great men her richest inheritance. In propor- 
tion as she cherishes their memories, and imitates 
their virtues and great and noble qualities, is her pro- 
gress-to true honour and moral elevation. 

"The state of New- York, true to her own glory, can 
never forget her Clinton." 

Extracts from an eloquent address, delivered at 

Batavia, by the Hon. David H. Chandler. 
" ".fl greai man hasfaUen — a pubuc benefactor has 
gone to his long home, and the mourners go about 
the streets. Nearly a million and a faal^ who have 
been the immediate recipients of his munificence, and 
of his watchful care, have suddenly, and at a moment 
they thought not of, been shorn of a patron who loved 
them, and of a statesman who guarded with untiring 
zeal their civil and religious liberties. He, who but 
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yesterday stood proudly at the hdm of the state, ancl 
with a mind matured and fertilized by experience, 
directed \l\t bark safely through every storm which 
beat upon it,— i<?-(fay, sleeps in the narrow house! — " 
That form, upon which nature had stamped her bold- 
est device — 

<' Where ertrj^god dSd seem to set his seal. 
To giTe the world assuruice of a man'' — 

• 

iias now been committed to the earth, and must short- 
ly mingle with the dust from which it was created: — - 
That mind formed of the richest gems of nature, and 
profound as science and philosophy could make it, is 
now a mighty chaos. The tyrant who levels all dis- 
tinctions, and against whose awfid visitations the 
prince upon the throne is not more secure than the 
mendicant who begs for bread, has now laid low hint, 
who was more to be envied than princes-^Aim, 
whose name will be cherished with tenderness and 
respect, while the potentate and the tyrant shall have 
been despised, or forgotten. 

^' Upon every page of our histoiy will be recorded 
the products of his labours, and the munificence of 
bis philanthropy. He has been a tried and faithful 
public e^ervant, eniulous rather of dispensing happi- 
ness than coveting honours. Through a long life of 
'iseful activity, his mind has been vigorously exerted 
to ameliorate the condition of his fellow-citizens; and 
although he sought with avidity political distinction, 
lie never indulged the fallacious hope that it could be 
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attained by-dae assuo^tion of pow6F, or in the con- 
fficts q£ party. He was always found identified 
with the beet interests of his countey; and if by the 
measui«s he projected, she were honoured, he was 
not foi^ten. He lived until he became identifi- 
ed WITH all our free INSTITUTIONS, AND UNTIL THE 

MEASURE OF HIS FAME WAS FULL, — and yet he died in 
the tuU y^our of a useftd life, and in the complete 
possession of those energies of mind, so fruitful in 
dispensing happin^s. He lived until the bitterness 
of political ae^erity had subsided, and until the com* 
mon voice concurred in conferring upon him the dis- 
tinguished honoiff of ^PUBLIC BENEPACTCJR.' '' 

Extract from an eloquent oration, delivered at 
Sacket^s Harbour^ by EHsha Cdmp^ Esquire. 

"We have assembled to. deplore the loss of a 
favourite son of America. One whose virtues, talents 
and patriotism has shed a lustre upon the character 
of our country. It is to commemorate events which 
have benefitted the republic, and to excite to honour- 
able emulation in its service. It is, to evidence to the 
world and posterity, that we hold in high estimation, 
the memory of -one who has devoted much time and 
great talents to the welfare of the community. 

"He stood as it were in the meridian of his glory, 
and we had cherished the fond hqpe, of years of his 
continued splendour in the honourable discharge of 
public duty. But a superintending providence has 
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Otherwise ordered it, and we bow with Bubmissioii to 
the will of Him, who controuls alike the fate of indi- 
viduals and of nations. 

^^ He most sedulously devoted himself to theipromo- 
tion of that Grand Warky which will p^etuate hid 
fame as long as the water of the lakes sha& waft to 
the ocean, on the bosom of our canal, the produc- 
tions of the interior of this and the western states* It 
will remain a monument of wisdom and utility, more 
durable and honourable than any which have ever 
been erected by kings or conquerors, whose merits 
have seldom extended beyond a capacity to diminish 
the number of thdr feHow-men. Let us review in 
imagination this hiohly gifted son of America, in- 
stead of becoming the first magistrate of our nation, 
stripped of all his honours, and, by the most unjust 
calumnies, reduced to the station of a private citizen. 
View him unmoved by the malevolence, ingratitude 
and poverty that encompassed him, devising new and 
splendid plans to promote the welfare of his country. 
Witness him besieging the legislature, year after year, 
to enlist them in that grand system of internal im- 
provement, which was alleged to be too vast to be 
effected by the resources of our country. Bring to 
recollection that manly perseverance, in enlightening 
the ignorant, conciliating the envious, and arousing 
the patriotic, and finally, by the energies of his talents, 
bending to his views a majority of the le^slature, as 
it were against their own convictions and that of 
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most of their cmistitueais. See him devoting some 
of his most valusble years, and the greatest talents, in 
gratuitously sustaining, against the weapons of ridi- 
cule, incredulity and political opposition, those mea- 
sures which he deemed important to the interests of 
present and future generations. See him regardless 
of his x>wn interests and anxious only to secure to his 
country the benefits he .had anticipated, by super- 
intending the completioix^of the artificial channel, of 
Tvhidi he was the distinguished champion. Where 
then shall we find his equal amongst the distinguish- 
ed sons of our country ? Who then can cherish any 
other than sentiments of admiration and respect for 
the memory of so DEVOTED A BENEFACTOR.'* 

^<m the NeuhVork American. 

Thus has perished all that can die of such a man. 
The name of De Witt Cunton is identified with the 
history of his country, as that of an eminent, active, 
and most influential politician. It is still more glori- 
ously identified with it as a public benefactor, who 
availed himself of the power and weight of his political 
character to foster education, to promote and diflfuse 
the humane and peaceful arts, and to improve the 
condition and exalt the character of his countrymen. * 
In the great wprk of internal improvement, he perse- 
vered through good report and through evil report, 
with a steadiness of purpose that no obstacle could 
divert, and when all the elements were in commotion 
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around hitn, Md ev^ea^his chosen assoeiatee w«^ ap- 
paUed, HE ALONE, LIKE COLUMBUS, on the 
wide waste of waters^ in his> frail bark, with a dis- 
heartened and unbehevifig crew, ren)$uned firai, self- 
poised, and unshaken^ Is it extravagant orui^u€^ to 
say, that, like Columbus, he was recompensed by 
opehii^ new worlds to our intercourse-^vast regicms, 
which the canals of New-York must be the mean» of 
subduing, civilizing, eniidHjUg^ 

Of Mr. Clintion^s political carea*, we have at no 
time been the admirer; nor can the event, which we, 
in common with the nation deplore, in any manner 
alter our estimate of that. To his personal character, 
his lov« of titerature, his industri(His habits, his devo^ 
tion to humane and liberal studies, his solicitude for 
the institutions that adorn, and the charities that con- 
,8ole and relieve, the mixed condition of our common 
nature, we do full justice. 

In all the private relations of a father and a hsband, 
Mr. Clinton was most exemplaiy, amiable, and in- 
dulgent. 

Mte, — It is worthy of remark, that every public 
journal in this state, in communicating the mtelli- 
gence, was clad in the habiliments of mouming.-^^ 
Solemn funeral processions, as upon the death of 
General Washington, took place in several towns. 
Preachers of the gospel spoke of his virtues, and 
mourned his departure, from within the walls of the 
sanctuary. In short, every proper demonstration of 
grief was evinced by all classes, upon the EXitNcnoN 
OF THE GREAT LUMINARY. 
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Extracts from a beautiful eulogium from the pen of 
S. Simpson^ Esq. of Philadelphia. 
'VTo die, is the fate of all men — ^a fate, fixed by the 
unalterable decrees of nature, which, nor power, nor 
rank, nor genius can avert; but to die fidl of years, 
and crowned with honours, an object of envy to the 
great, of admiration to the million, of rivalry to the 
ambitious, beloved by friends, venerated by the world, 
and lamented by all who appreciate virtue, genius, 
and leaming<^-is the chosen destiny of the select few, 
whom God has endowed with the l%h and command- 
ing attributes of mind, and exalted in the sphert of 
humanity, by combining virtue with genius, and be- 
nevolence with science. To descend to thetomb thus 
full of glory, thus followed by the tears and the lamen- 
tations of millions of free people, is not to die, but 
rather to change an earthly for an eternal existence ; 
and to come into the inheritance of that immortality 
of renown, which is the reward of a life, nobly spf^nt 
in promoting the felicity of the species, advancing the 
prosperity of the nation, giving vigour to freedom, and 
durjcibility and perfection to our free institutions. 
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"Thus has descended to the tomb, DE WITT 
CLINTON; a man, who, in whatever light we view 
him, strikes the beholder with the traits of genius, and 
the altitude of greatness. As a politician, who could 
outstrip him in the race of glory 1 As a statesman, 
where shall we seek for his equal, or his superior I — 
As a man, who is more virtuous, amiable, engaging, 
benevolent, and urbane. As a scholar, who can boast 
learning more profound, judgment more solid, taste 
more refined, imagination more creative, invention 
more sublime and beautiful, and composition more 
classical, eloquent, and melodious — simple in its pro- 
portions, but beautiful in its structure, like the tem- 
ples of Greece, replete with grace and grandeur, but 
so chaste, that all the traces of labour were lost in the 
brilliancy of its efiFect. 

" His mind was created to soar, and by necessary 
consequence, the bent of his genius was to improve 
mankind by new creations. Thus, he has stamped 
the impress of his genius on the age in which he 
flourished. A waste of useless waters lay embedded 
on the earth, accidentally beneficial in a partial de. 
gree to the powers of man — ^but directed, governed, 
and regulated by the genius of Clinton — ^they became 
the fountain of abundance, the source of individual 
opulence, and the basis of national grandeur. 

"No man in the country could boast superiority to 
Clinton, in all that related to the science of govern. 
ment, and nqne could claim to be his equal in the art 
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(jf govemmentj two very distinct branches of intellectual 
power, and but seldom found united in the same indi< 
vidual. 

'^Such is the grand outline of the colossal genius 
OP Dk Witt Clinton. In filling up the picture, count- 
less charms attract the eye, and splendid incidents, 
while they captivate the fancy, also enchain the heart. 

''Among the chief constituent qualities of greatness 
are moral courage, energy and decision. The noblest 
invention may project, the acutest ingenuity devise 
schemes of national utility; but they will burst into 
air, unless reinforced by vigour of execution, and in- 
flexible determination. These attributes appeared in 
bold relief in the character of Clinton. When he pro- 
jected his grand canal system, fools were convulsed 
with laughter, and factionists thundered their male- 
diction through the union. But the great mind of 
Clinton, remained firm and immovable, sustained by 
the consciousness of his superior genius, and the 
force of a colossal intellect, that could see what others 
were blind to. Few men possess this inoral courage 
in so extraordinary a degree as did De Witt Clinton, 
because few men are so lavishly endowed with the 
omnipotence of genius. He lived to see the laughter 
of fools converted into adulation of his wisdom; and 
the growls of party change to the acclamations of ap- 
plause. 

"Wherever a river rolls its waters to feed a canal, 
wherever a college, or a school rears its litde sp*u*e, or 



176 EXPRESSIONS OP 

lofty dome, to indicate ita qriritudl aim; wherever lib- 
erty is loved, and the rights of the people prized, the 
name of Clinton will live — not in mouth honour only 
— but in the deep affections of the heart — ^in gratitude 
for his pubUc benefactions and services ; in admira« 
tion of his genius, and in veneration for his philan- 
thropy. 

^^Let no one so far mistake, as to suppose 1 am at- 
tempting to write the eulogium of De Witt Clinton ! 
I am not qualified for the task — I have not set phrases 
and drilled thoughts, suited to the theme. Nor does 
CUnton require an eulogium/ There too, he is supe- 
rior to most men, on whom the world, with little dis- 
crimination, lavish the title of great. His eulogy is 
written on the page of the nation — not the page of 
history — ^but on the face of our soil, on our rivers, 
our canals, our literature, our science, our legislation, 
our institutions, and our charters of liberty. No, 
thank God, Clinton's glory requires no presidential 
honours, no eulogium's extravagance, to make it full, 
splendid and perfect. From my soul do I pity the 
man, who appreciate^ genius by the standard of of- 
fice, or bestows upon ofiice, the homage that ought 
only t6 be consecrated to genius. 

" In relation to the state of ^ew- York, the works, the 
name and the glory of Clinton, must form a stupen- 
dous monument of pride and renown! Why? When 
that question is put, or an answer wanted, all monu- 
ments win be useless— ^aU worth of no account — ^all 
virtue a chimera — all genius a phantasm! 
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*^ CCaton was a raie example of private virtue in a 
great puhUc character. Hie life was unhtemished by 
a spot on his honour, or a stain on his morals ! Does 
such a man require an eulogist? What combinatian 
of the sublime and beautiiul can excel such a picUiie 
of a patriot cituen, consecrated to the enduring admi- 
ration of posterity.?^' 

Jh>ni the U»iM SUOf TiUiprajpik, 

At a meeting of the senators and representativodiii. 
congress from the state of New-Y<»rk, held at the capi- 
tol, in Washington, February 19tb, 1828, in conse- 
quence of the information of the death of his. Excel- 
lency De Witt Clinton, governor of tibe state of New- 
Yoik: 

General Van Rensselaei^ of Albany, was called to 
the chair^---6ulian C. Verplank, of the city of New* 
York, was appointed secretaiy. 

The Hon. Martin Van Buren, of the Senate, ad^^ 
dressed the meeting nearly in the following words : 

Mr. Chairman — ^We have met to pay a tribute of 
reqpect to the memory of our late governor and dis- 
tinguished feUow-citizen, De Witt Cunton. Some 
of our brethren have been so kind as to ask me to. 
prepare a suitaUe expression of our feelings; and I 
have, ia pursuance of their wishes, drawn up what 
haft occurred to me as proper to be said on the occa- 
I sira. Befi)re I submit it to the consideration cf the 
I meeting^ I b^ to be indulged in a few brief remarks. 
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I can say nothing of the deceased, that is not familiar 
to you all. To all, he was personally known, and to 
many of us, intimately and famfliarly, from our earli- 
esrtnfancy. The high order of his talents, the untir- 
ing zeal and great success with which those talents 
have through a series of yeai s been devoted to the 
prosecution of plans of great public utility, are also 
known to you all, and by all, I am satisfied, duly ap- 
preciated. The subject can derive no additional in- 
terest or importance from any eulogy of mine. All 
other considerations out of view, the single fact that 
the greatest public improvement of the age in which 
we live, was commenced under the guidance of his 
councils, and splendidly accomphshed under his im- 
mediate auspices, is of itself sufficient to fill the ambi- 
tion of any man, and to giv^ glory to any name. But, 
as has been jusUy said, his life, and character, and 
conduct, have become the property of th^ historian; 
and there is no reason to doubt that history will do 
him justice. The triumph of his talents and patriot- 
ism, cannot fail to become monuments of high and 
enduring fame. We cannot, indeed, but remember, 
that in our pubha career, collisions of opinion and 
action, at once extensive, earnest, and enduring, have 
arisen between the deceased and many of us. For 
myselfj sir, it gives me a deep felt, though melancholy 
satisfaction, to know, and more so, to be conscious^ 
that the deceased also felt and acknowledged, that 
our political differences have been wholly free from 
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that most venomous and corroding of all poisons — 
personal hatred. But, in other respects, it is now 
immaterial wh^t was the character o£ those collisions. 
They have been turned to nothing, and less than no- 
thing, by the event we deplore; and I doubt not that 
we will with one voice and one heart, yield to his 
memory the well-deserved tribute of our respect for 
his name, and our wannest gratitude for his great and 
signal services. For myseUJ sir, so strong, so sin- 
cere, and so engrossing, is that feeling, that I, who 
whilst living, never — no, never, envied him any thing, 
now that he has fallen, am greatly tempted to envy 
him his grave with its honours. 

Of this, the most afflicting of all bereavements, that 
has fallen on his wretched and desponding family, 
what shall I say. Nothing. Their grief is too sacred 
for description ; justice can alone be done to it by 
those deep and silent, but agonizing feelings, which 
on their account pervade every bosom. 

Mr. Van Buren then submitted the following resolu- 
tions: 

The delegation from the state of New- York, to the 
Senate and House of Representatives of the Congress 
of the United States, having been informed of the 
sudden death of De Witt Clinton, late governor of 
that state, feel it due to the occasion, as well as to 
thar own feelings, to unite with the people they rep- 
resent, in expressing their de^ and sinc^e sorrow 
for a dispensation of providence, which has, in the 
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midet of aetive usefulness, cut off fiiom Uie Berrice of 
that state, whose proudest ornament he was, a great 
man, who has won, and richly deserves, the reputa- 
tion of a distinguished ptiUic benefactor. 

Sensibly impressed with respect for the memory of 
the iBustrious dead^ Ifaey will wear the usual badge of 
mourning for thirty days; and they request that a 
copy of these, their proceedings, be communicated to 
the family of the deceased, with an assurance of their 
condolence at the greatest bereavement that coidd 
hav« foefdllen them on this side of the grave. 

On motion of Mr. De Grafl^ of Schenectady, the 
above was unanimously adopted, and the chairman 
and secretary empowered to communicate them to 
the widow and family of the deceased. 

South Carolina «ynapalhizes with New- York in the 
great public calamity which she hais sustained. — 
It is an event, indeed, which cannot fidl to excite deep 
emotions of regret in every portion of the union, in 
him, the state of New- York has lost her immediate 
friend and benrfactor — ^the patiion of education — die 
encoura^er of literature— *and the great author <rf ker 
magnificent aystem of internal improvements. But, 
he was also an tdmertcaiH^s fame and reputation 
belong to Ifae whde Umted States, to which he con- 
tribuled hmgAj to give a standing and chsraeler 
abroad. His death is, indeed, a aalionii loss-^nor 
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will his name be forgotten, while probity, talent and 
public service are hdd in reverence among men, or 
whSe a veistige remains of the stupendous work 
which connects the waters of the Atlantic and Lake 
Erie. 

F^rom the Etton iMarffhmd) QtuutU^ 
DEATH OF DE WITT CLINTON. 

The great New-York statesman — ^tbe leading 
adrocate and master spirit of the stupendous improve- 
ments, and of the system of instruction adopted by 
that state, is no more! — ^He transacted official busi- 
ness during the day, and wrote several letters during 
the evening of the Uth. At about 7 o'clock, whilst 
sittiilg conversing with two of his sons, his head sud- 
denly fell backwards, and he expired. A rupture of 
one of the large blood vessels, is supposed to have 
been the occasion. 

The legislature in session, adopted every demon- 
stration of reject usual upon sudi occasions. 

The loss is not only to New-York; it is a nati<Hial 
loss. Yet he is pot lost, for he has left a rich rq)uta- 
tioB behind him. The fame of our distinguisbed citi- 
zens constitutes the most precious of the materii^s ^ 
our national renown; and the fame of De Witt 
Ci^iNTON has already traversed all dimes; it is 
knpwn as &r as science and letters have shed thc^ 
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lights on mankind; it will accompany the march of 
time to the latest ages, become bright^ as it proceeds, 
from the accumulated tributes with which posterity 
wiU adpm it It is a circumstance worthy of remark, 
that Grovemor Ctinton had accepted the task of pro- 
nouncing an eulogy on the deceased Emmet The 
appointed eulogiser now sleeps with the chosen sub- 
ject of his eulogy. Other orators must now pro- 
nounce the eulogies on both. The seat so latdy oc- 
cupied by Grovemor Chnton will for the present be 
filled by the lieutenant-governor ; but the space which 
he has long occupied in the eye of the nation, it will 
be long before another citizen of that great state — 
prolific as she is in greatness — can arise to fill. 

Brom Ac RUhmand {VvrgMa) Enqnirtr. 

A great man has fallen in Israel !-— -The New-York 
papers are badged in mourning — ^the whole state is 
lamenting the death of one of her greatest citizens- 
one of the first men of his country, and an ornament* 
to this or any other age. The propriety of this eulo- 
gy win be immediately admitted, when we announce 
the death of De Witt Clinton. He was taken off 
in a moment, in the midst of his family, by a fit of 
apoplexy, or the bursting of a blood vessel at the 
heart This blow wiU be deeply felt not only by 
New-York, but by the union and the world. How 
are the prospects of man disappointed by the visita- 
tions ot providence ! A man who was designated for 
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the first cbair in the nation, is cut off in the very 
midst of his honours. But his name will go down to 
posterity fiill of honour — ^and his worics are his monu- 
ment. So long as the waves of the Hudson continue 
to roD, so long will the grand canal remain to per- 
petuate the name of Clinton. 

IVom the New-Haven {Conn.) Chrcnide, 

Gk>vernor Clinton had no superior in America ; 
and we had fondly hoped that after Mr. Adams, he 
would have filled the highest office on earth. But he 
has gone. A nation mourns his loss. 

IVom Uie BoeUm {Maes,) Patriot and Qaxette. 

We find in the New-York Telegraph of Friday, an 
appropriate notice of the sudden demise of Governor 
CuNTON, one of the brightest scholars, civilians and 
statesmen <rf the age. His memory will be long and 
fondly cherished. He was emphatically a benefactor 
of mankind; and his bold and untiring genius, as an 
advocate for internal improvements, has erected for 
him a monument that will endure for ages. 

From the Pitt^fieid {Maee.) Jrgus. 

Mr. Clinton was without doubt one of the ablest 
statesmen and greatest men in our country. The 
state of New-Ycnrk cannot boast of so distinguished a 
son — ^for whUe her canals shall continue to bear the 
products of the West to the Ocean, sdid Science and 
Patriotism has ,a worshipper, the name of De Witt 
Clinton will be immortal* 
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The New-'York papers received yesterday mornings 
ocmtain the melancholy intelligeiice of the sudden 
death of Ds Witt Clinton. We join sincerdy inthe 
fiseiing of grief whidi alUhe papers, of all parties^ ex- 
press on this occasion. The services of most men 
who have risen to eminence have generally been con- 
fined to the circle in which they have moved. Not so 
wifli De. Witt Clinton. When the wave of time shall 
have passed over and hidden the labours of his co- 
temporaries, the services which he has rendered will 
still exist a landmark above the waters. When the 
battles of Napoleon shaQ b^ve been forgotten, the road 
of the Simplon will remain a monument to his memo- 
ry as eternal as the summit over which it passes : So 
when the noisy politics of the day shall be hushed in 
everlasting obscurity, the Great Canal, and the thou- 
sand means of internal communication of which it is 
becoming the example and prototype, will preserve 
the name of De Witt Clinton so long as ithe waters of 
the Hudson flow, and man trusts the produce of his 
labour to their bosom. 

JPhm t&e Btttowt* FaiU iVermoni) hMigOMr. 
DB WITT CLINTON. 

In the death of this man, in the fulness of iiis &me, 
and in the prime of his intellectual vigour, society has 
lost a useful and efficient memb^^ — and oiyr countiy a 
bright^and shinino ornabient. Among the number 
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which chsapprored of his political course, we Were 
never backward in awarding to faim that just tribute 
which ^frcMn a long YSe of public services had justly 
become his due. 



Extract firom a letter from a member of Congress, 

dated Washington, February 19. 

^^Wh«i I first contemplated an answer to your let- 
tes, I did not anticipate so deeply interesting and sol- 
emn a topic as has been furnished us by a recent dis- 
pensi^on of providence. The death of Governor 
CuNTON is an event calculated to arrest the public 
attention and produce a pause in the current of oiiv 
thoughts. The manner was impressive, and seemed 
a fitting exit Scat so great a man. It was proper ttiat 
he BhouU ctie the gov^nor of a state for which he had 
done so much, whose great puUic works he had lived 
to aoGomplisfa, and upon which his death has eo- 
stamped more deeply the name of their iUustiiotis 
projector and patron. A great man indeed has Men. * 
'He rests firom bis labours and his woiks,^ %vhioh 
shall remain perpetual monuments of his feme and 
asefuhiess. He was a i;reat scbdar, a great slotes- 
man.'' 

#lnMi fft« Vn^kutmr {VirgMd) MUfiMcm. 

A% a Special ccHnmunication of Clhiton Lodge No. 
1S9, hdd at Mason's Hall, Romney, Virginia, on: the 
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26th day of Februaiy, A. D. 1888, A. L. 6828, 'the 
following proceedings were had. 

Having been informed of the death of De Witt 
Clinton, governor of the state of New-York, a bro- 
ther honoured for his devotion to the great principles 
of masonry, his brilliant talents, his private virtues, 
his patriotism and benevolence, — we the members of 
Clinton Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons No. 139, 
Romney, have convened for the purpose of expressing 
our unfeigned grief, occasioned by this dispensation 
of an all-wise' providence. 

Resolved, therefore, That the members of this 
Lodge feel that our common country, our order, and 
the great cause of human improvement, have met with 
a heavy bereavement in the death of our most excel- 
lent and worthy brother, De Witt Clinton. 

Resolved, That the members of this Lodge, (which 
received its name in honour of our deceased brother) 
as a testimony of their respect {or his memory, will 
wear the usual badges of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That a c<q>y o( these resolutions be for- 
warded by the Worshipful Master to the family of the 
deceased. 

On motion. Resolved, That the above resolutions 
be pubUshed. 

A copy — ^Teste, 

C. TAPSGOTT, Secretaiy. 
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t^om the BaHimore {Mmyiand) Patriot, 
GRAND ROTAL ARCH CHAPTER. 

The officers and members of the Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of Maryland, will attend a special meeting of 
said Chapter, to be held in the Masonic Hall in this 
city, on the 21st inst. at seven o'clock, to take into 
consideration the measures proper to be adopted for a 
due expression of respect to the memory of De Witt 
Clinton, late General Grand High Priest of Royal 
Arch Mal^ons in the United States of America. 

GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER OP THE DISTRICT OP 

COLUMBIA. 

It having pleased the Almighty to call away, sud- 
denly, from his career of usefulness and honour, in 
this Kfe, our late Brother and Companion, his Elxcel- 
lency De Witt Clinton, Most Excellent General 
Grand High Priest of the General Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of the United States, a bereavement which 
falls not less heavily on the Masonic Institution, of 
which he has been, throu^iout our land, for many 
years, the ornament and pride, than it does on his 
country at large ; it is fit that the Grand Royal Arch 
ChaptCT of the District of Columbia, deeply partici- 
pating in the general sorrow, should obey the dictates 
of propriety and duty, as well as the impulses of feel- 
ing, by rendering to the memoiy of the illustrious de- 
ceased those tokens of respect and veneration due to 
his public station, and sanctioned by his private vir- 



tuee. To thb «id, it m dmcted tbat aspedal convo- 
cation of thQ QnuMi Cibttpter <rf Urn District, take 
place at Mason's Hall,, in the city of Washington, on 
Monday evening, the SSth inst at 6. o'clock, of which 
the /Officers and members of the said Grand Chs^ter 
are requested to take notice; and to whickthe subor- 
dinate chapters are requested to send deputations* 

F^rom ik§ VMtd SUOtM (Pemi.) ChxeiU, 

^ intimately connected was the late Oovemor 
CuNTON with the various beneficial societies of a pub- 
lic and private nature in the state of New- York, that 
the papers of that stat9 ara crowded with notices of 
the proceedings^ resolves, &c. to do honour to the dis- 
tinguished dead. The Grand Lodge of the state has 
resolved, that an oration, commemorative of the vir- 
tues and talents of the deceased, be pronounced, and 
a solemn sarice performed at the next annual com- 
munication. 

M)rom the MonbTM^ (CoiMKla) Sj^Htator. 

We regret to notice the death of De Witt Cudyton, 
the upright and learned governor of the state of New- 
York, an individual whose talents, interest^ and enter- 
prise were directed- to the advaneanent and prosperir 
ty of the state over which he nded. The Eriei Canal, 
the great work whic^ he recommended and with 
gieat opposition finally effiseted, will be an everlasting 
monuBMnt to bis me«K«y, and hisdealh, we oomsm^ 
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tnH be ^quaShr i^t by the whole union as by the state 
with whidi he was more immediate^ connected. 

We may add, that he was a generous friend to the 
irfelu The late Mr. Emmet^and others who were ex* 
palliated by the political convulsions of their country, 
ezperi^ioed in him, as we ^ave heard, a noble pa*- 
troiiage. 

A great and shining light is extinguished. ENs 
Witt Clinton was ^oiphatically a great man — ^firm^, 
decided, manly, and upright Natare gave him a 
powerful and capacious mind, and he embellished k 
vrith all the graces of education. His imagination, 
hrSliant and cdmprehensive, was guided by the sound- 
est judgment, and amidst the labours and cares of po* 
Meal life, h^ found time to cultivate a classieal and 
poetical taste. Whatever differences may exist with 
regard to his political career, there can be none as to 
his personal character. As a man, he was generous, 
iqpright-and honourable, gentlemanly in his feelings, 
and atfectionate in his friendship. Let political feel- 
ings rest in the grave — ^and let him only be remember- 
ed as the great statesman, the accomplished scholar, 
and the honourable man. 

M^vm the Hetniaburgh {Pom.) MMgtneer, 

Our latest papers from New- York, announce the 
death of Db Witt Cuntw, who died suddenly on 

R 
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Tuesday, the 12th instaot, of an organic affection of 
the heart. When a fellow-being is removed from the 
common walks of this transitory life, the regrets of 
sympathy^ or the tears of consanguinity are awaken* 
ed, but when a fellow-citizen is called 0% who has 
occupied a distinguished place in the politics and 
civil history of his country, a more than common 
sensation is produced. The politician adverts to tha 
important events with which his name has been con- 
nected, and the moralist makes an additional reflec- 
tion on the changing and uncwtain character of 
wofldly grandeur and ambition. As the ostensible 
patron of the great canal system of New-York, and^as 
the opposing candidate of Mr. Madison in 1812 — the 
name of De Witt ClintcHi is femiliar to every ear.-— 
That he was a man of great and comprehensive mind, 
and talents of a very superior grade, is a point of al- 
most general admission. 

JVom Ae Providence {Bhode UUmd) Jnumad. 
DEATH OF GOVERNOR CLINTON. 

The death of this great man, for such he was, has 
thrown New- York into a state of gloom and despon- 
dency, never experienced since the lamented death of 
General Hamilton. Political friends and foes mingle 
together in grief, and forgetting his foibles, remember 
only the virtues of the illustrious man. The death of 
Governor Clinton will be severely felt by many as a 
national calamity. New-York has lost her most il- 
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lustriouB son, and in truth can her citizens say, a 
ipreat man has fallen. 

f^rom the Natihriih (TVunefMc) Wlag, 
GOVERNOR CLINTON. 

On Tuesday last the citizens of Nashville united 
in rendering an unfeigned tribute of respect to the 
memory of " the governor of the great and patriotic 
state of New-York." Notwithstanding the inclemen- 
cy of the weather, a masonic procession was formed 
on the public square, from whence it moved, accom- 
panied by a numerous body of citizens, to the presby- 
terian church, where an appropriate discourse was 
pronounced by Wm. G. Hunt, Esq. Of the many 
who mingled their regrets on this melancholy occa- 
sion, for the unexpected death of Governor Clinton, 
we are persuaded that none experienced more poig- 
nant grief than did his distinguished friend General 
Andrew Jackson, who came down from the Hermit- 
age, through the rain, for the purpose of joining his 
fellow-citizens in the perfonrcjice of this painful duty. 

JFVwii tht Boston iMaaa.) Evening BuUetm. 

With sensations of profound sorrow, we announce 
the melancholy tidings that De Witt Clinton is no 
more ! This great man expired at his residence in 
the city of Albany, on Monday evening last, so instan- 
taneously as to leave a doubt whether his death was 
occasioned by apoplexy or by a rupture of the heart. 



i 



192 BXPRESSrONB OP 

VHien the fetal Bummons came, it found him in the 
bosom of bis family, in conversation with bis diildren. 
While sitting in his study, his head suddenly dropped 
forward, and life in»tandy became extinct All at- 
tempts at resuscitation were unavaOing. Thus pass- 
ed away a soul, whose energies bare been long and 
ardently employed in the advancement of bis country's 
prospmty and glory. 

At this juncture, the death of no individual what- 
ever could inflict a deeper calamity upon our com* 
moR country. The inteUigence of this afflicting event, 
will fall like a thunderbolt upon the rising hopes of 
millions. Those hopes were concentred in him, 

AS THE ROCK upon which the TEMPEST'DRIVEN 
destinies of our republic might one DAT 8SCCRELT 

RSPOSE. To him we looked, as to a promised pal- 
ladium against &e stabs which are daily thrust at our 
national reputatiim, amidst the conflicts of contend- 
ing factions : we relied on this illustrious patriot and 
statesman, as the medium through which our present 
unhappy political dissensions might at length be re- 
conciled. But it is otherwise directed. And, though 
by this awful blow, the fondest anticipations of those 
who feel {live to the future fate of our land are sud- 
denly crushed — ^though a cloud of gloomy despon- 
dency is thus thrown over the fair prospects of a 
whole people — it behooves us pati^tly to submit. — 
The inscrutable mandate is not for mortals to ques- 
tion! 
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Bwn the Cinemnati {Ohio) ChrmMe, 
CLINTON IS NO MORE. 

By a gentleman who has just reached our city, di- 
rect from New- York, the melancholy information has 
been received of the death of Crovemor Clinton, who 
expired suddenly in Albany, on the 11th inst. in the 
bosom of his family, having survived his attack but a 
few minutes. His native state, as well as the coun- 
try at large, have sustained a signal loss in the death 
of this distinguished individual. He was an eminent 
statesman, possessing veiy general intelligence, unit-^ 
ed with that enterprise and moral energy of chacac* 
ter, by which works of the greatest magnitude are 
achieved. Governor CUnton has done much for the 
state over which he has long presided with digni^, 
and with whose prosperity and glory his name is inti- 
mately and advantageously associated. His reputa- 
tion will outlive the prejudices of party, and his feme 
win go down to posterity, in connexion with the 
splendid Erie Canal, which has been executed under 
his administration, and chiefly through his influence* 
The importance of his public services to the cause of 
internal improvement cannot now be fully estimated, 
but will be more and more appreciated in the l^pse 
of years, 

f^fom Me Oeargia- Jaumai: 
PE WHT CtlNTON.. . 

It waa unanimously resolved at a meeting of the 
bar, in the town of MacoD^ (6eo.)^^^^ members 
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of the bar of Flint Circuit of the state of Georgia, and 
those attending &om the adjoining circuit, do wear 
crape on the le& arm during the present judicial riding 
through the several counties of the eirctut, as a token 
of the deep regret which they feel for the death of De 
Witt CuiiTON, so distinguished a lawyer, statesman, 
philanthropist and philosopher, and so great a bene- 
&ctor of his country and mankind. 

Bpfm the JSliHEvi/fe (TWum^mc) BegUier. 

Dandridge, 11th March, 5828, 

T^e members of this Lodge have heard, with feel- 
ings oi deep regret, of the death of &eir iUustrious 
friend and brother De Witt Clinton, late governor 
of Nev^-York. In die death of this distinguished 
individual, society has sustained a loss not easily 
to be repaired,^and Masonry one of tibe brightest orna- 
ments and most able and efficient patrons : There- 
fore,^ 

Resolved, That the members of this Lodge, as an 
evidence of their respect for the memory of their de- 
ceased brothecy wear an appropriate badge of mourn- 
ing fbr the space of thirty days. 

Resolved^ That the foregoing preamble and resolu- 
tion, be published in the newspapers printed in Knox- 
ville* 

The above is a literal extract from the minutes of 
Iefferson Lodog No. 52, at its regular communica- 
tion on the 1 Itb March, A. L. 5828. 

JACOB P. CHA8E, Secretary. 
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Jl^lm^ ikt J miH im n {Masi,) JUh»eMt. 

Most of our readers are already acquainted widi 
flie taxt that Governor Cunton is no more. He died 
at his residence in Albany, on Monday evening of last 
week, of a rupture of the heart, at the age of 69 years. 
His funeral was attended on Thursday last, by the 
members of the legislature, civil and military officers, 
and a large concourse of citizens and strangers. De 
Witt Ctinton was jusdy and universally esteemed for 
his private virtues as well as for his public usefulness; 
and his name will be enrolled on the brightest pages 
of the future history of our country. Although many 
did not approve of his pohtical course, they will now 
be disposed to forget what they deemed his errors, 
ttdd to cherish with grateful fedings the memory of 
him who has done so much for the honour of his na- 
tive state, and for the benefit of our whole country. 

WaAingtan, {D. C.) Feb. 25, 1828. 

At an extra meeting of the Grand Royal Arch Chap- 
ter of the District of Columbia, convened this day, by 
special order of the M. E. G. H. P. for the purpose of 
evincing its sorrow for the sudden and lamented de- 
cease of our late Brother and Companion, the M. E. 
General Grand High Priest of die General Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of the tjnited States, De Witt Clm- 
ton, and of adopting measures to testify its profound 
respect for his memory : on motion, the following 
preamble and rjesolutions were unanimously adopted : 
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Whereas it has pleased divine providence to re- 
move from among us our worthy and most distin- 
guished ft*other and Companion, De Witt Cunton, 
General Grand High Priest of the Royal Arch Ma- 
sons, which exalted staticm he had for many years 
fined with honour to himself and advantage to the 
whole Masonic Fraternity throughout the United 
Btates : And whereas the Ghrand Chapter c^the Dis- 
trict of Coltmibia, deeply penetrated with the loss 
which the Masonic Institution in this country has sus- 
tained in fhe decease of so eminent a member, and so^ 
valuable an officer, are desirous of evincing the regard 
in which he was held by them : 

Resolved, unanimously, That the officers and mem- 
bers of this Grand Chapter will wear the usual badge 
of Royal Arch mourning, for the space of thirty days, 
as a testimonial of their veneration and respect for the 
memory of the deceased. 

Resolved, That the officers and members of the 
Chapters under the jurisdiction of this Grand Chap- 
ter, be requested, in like manner, to wear mourning 
for the same space of time, and to clothe their respec- 
tive chambers in suitable apparel. 

Resolved, That a pubUc address, on the merits and 
character of the deceased, be pronounced by some 
worthy companion Royal Arch Mason, at as early a 
day as may be convenient; and that a Masonic Pro- 
cession, to embrace all Companions and Brethren in 
the District, resident and sojourning, take place, ua- 
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^r Uie direction of thid Grand Chapter, on the day of 
the address, and move from Mason's Hall to the 
jplace of its ddivery. 

Resolved, That the Grand Council, the High Priests 
of the several subordinate Chapters, and the Grand 
Secretary, be a committee to make every necessary 
arrangement for the purposes above-mentioned. 

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary transmit a co- 
py of the foregoing resolutions to the General Grand 
Royal Arch Chapter, and to the family of the deceas- 
ed, and that the same be pubUshed in the papers of 
this city. 

Attest, EDWARD S, LEWIS, 

Grand Secretary. 

OHIO. 

Extracts from an address of Caleb Attwater, Esq. of 

Cirdeville, Ohi6. 

"The public services of De Witt Clinton have 
been worth mifiions to the United States. During 
thirty years he has been a faithful pubKc servant. — 
We have seen him in the Assembly and Senate of 
New- York, an able and faithful legislator. We have 
seen him in the Court of Errors of New-York, an in- 
dependenl, learned and accomplished jurist. We 
have seen him in the Senate of the United States, a 
senator, who did honour to his station, and was the 
cariy, intrepid and successful "Friend of Ohio." — 
For the last fifteen years he has ^employed his time 
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and his talents upon a work which will be ^azed cm 
with wonder by all succeeding generations. This 
work will be the pride and dehght of mankind, so long 
«s human wisdom or pubUc poUcy have a monument 
remaining on the glebe. The grand Clinton canal 
stretches from the Hudson to the lakes, rousing en* 
terprise and industry, and enriching the people. Its 
waters are covered with the productions of every 
clime and every soil, building up cities, towns and 
villages, and multiplying all the enjoyments of civihzed 
life. Its vast advantages no mind can estimate. — 
They affect the destinies of the whole union, and their 
value increases every day, and will increase so long 
as this nation exists. 

"Ohio has R)st h6r oldest, her ablest arid best friend. 
She owes it to him, to his aid and influence in Con- 
gress, that she was admitted into the union when she 
was. It was objected by several influential members 
of Congress : Hhat Ohio vas too young in years and 
too feeble in numbers, to be thus admitted into the 
confederacy.' To which, Mr. Clinton replied, 4hat 
her mild cUmate, her fruitful soil, her great natural ad- 
vantages and the absence of domestic slavery, would 
one day render her the brightest star in the constdla- 
tion of the union.' 

"To his successful example, to his animating voice, 
Ohio is indebted for her grand canal. It was his aid 
and influence which procured us funds, to enable us 
to carry on this grand work. He made a long s^d 
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tedious journey to be present at its commencement. 
Had he lived, arrangements were made for his being 
present at its completion. But alas! He has been 
called off from his labours by our Grand High Priest 
above, to refreshment. No more shall he visit our 
Lodge, as he did when in this town — no more shall 
his voice be heard among us, because the Grand Ty- 
ler^ death, has admitted him into the door of the Grand 
Lodge above, at the command of our Almighty Grand 

Master." 
» 

VERMONT. 

At a regular communication of Mount Calvary En- 
campment, in Middlebury, Vermont, the following pre- 
amble and resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

The Grand Master of our General Encampment 
has suddenly been removed by death! De Win 
Clinton, whose political fame will remain while ca- 
nals and rocks exist, ift bow numbered with the illus- 
trious dead. Whatever the private life of CUnton may 
have been, his public acts placed him in the rank with 
the first of public b«iefaetors.' His loss is deeply 
and sensibly felt by an immense community. His 
opposers acknowledged him great — ^his friends knew 
him to be such. Ifet great as he was, he could not 
resist the cominanding infltience of truAj nor gainsay 
divine tetelation. He yielded to its impulse, and bow- 
ed humbly at the Cross of Christ; and his name will 
ever remain enrolled among those weaiy way-worn 
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pOgrims, who have espoused the cause c£ the Chris- 
tian religioQ ^' In hoc signo vincesy^^ was his motto.— 
Guided by these principles, he was early found a pa* 
tron of freemasonry, of learning, of Bible societies, ci 
Sabbath schools, and of other moral and religious in- 
stitutions. By his death we are forcibly reminded 
that in the midst of life we are in death; and that 
whatever devation of character we may have attained^ . 
yet shortly must we all submit as victims of its de^ 
stroying power, and endure the humbling level of the 
tomb. On an occasion of so much magnitude as the 
present, it is laudable to mi&gle our sympathies with 
those more immediately bereft-«— t&erefere, 

Resolved, That this Encampment consider the late 
dispensation qf divine providence in the removal of 
their late General Grand Master, De Witt CHnton, by 
death, as an event deeply afflicting to the public, and 
especially so to the masonic institution. 

Resolved, That the jewels and furniture of Mount 
Calvary Encampment be clad in mourning, and that 
the members thereof wear the appropriate badge c£ 
mourning during their convocations, until the session 
of the next Grand E«ncaiiq>ment. 

GEORGIA. 

Masonic HaUy MiUedgmBe^ MarA L 
•The afflicting intelligence having reached us, through 
the medium of the papers, of the sudden death of our ^ 
estimable brother, De Witt Clikton, the bredff^ of 
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the several lodges of freemasons in this place^ assem* 
bled on Saturday, tia/e 1st of Marqh instant, at their 
Hall; and appointed a committee to take suitable mea- 
sures to manilest th^r sipcere regret at his loss; 
which committee reported the following preamble and . 
resolutions, which were unanimously adopted : 

Whereas it has pleased the Supreme Ruler of the 
Universe, to take to himself our worthy and highly 
cherished brothwr, De Witt Clinton, by which divine 
dispensation the masonic fraternity is deprived of its 
respected chie^ and the nation of a highly distinguish- 
ed statesman and a patriot — while his native state is 
plunged in sorrow for his loss, we may be permitted 
to commingle our tears with those that water his 
tomb. . Although far removed from the immediate 
masonic circle ia which he was wont to preside, yet, 
as members of the great masonic family, we have 
viewed with pride the expanding usefulness of our 
gifted brother. We revered his exalted character 
while living; we cherish his memory and mourn his 
loss now that he is no more. 

Be it therefore resolved. That the jewels and columns 
of the Chapter and the several Lodges of* this place, 
be shrouded in mourning for sixty days; and that the 
brethren do wear crape on the left arm for the same 
period. 

Resolved, That a brother be designated to pro- 
pronounce his eulogy on the ensuing anniversary of 
St. John's, 24th June next. 
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JhMH the NciiUmal (IFaaMii^foii CUy) hOeUigmut. 

The masonic ceremonies which took place in this 
city, on Saturday, in honour of the memory of the late 
Governor Clinton, were amongst the most imposing 
. and solemn which we ever witnessed. The Frater- 
nity of the District were joined by the Grand Chapter 
of Maryland, and the procession which they compos- 
ed, amounting, perhaps, to four hundred, was not only 
the most numerous, hut in its general appearance, the 
most respectable and impressive, which has ever been 
exhibited in this city. The varied and rich clothing 
of the different orders; the intermixture of the mourn- 
ing appendages ; the solemn strains of two bands of 
music; the orderly and becoming movement of the 
long line — combined to give a dignity and solemnity 
to the scene, highly creditable and appropriate. The 
public seiTices of the occasion took place at St. 
John's Church. 

The following Ode was sung : 

Unveil thy bosom, faithful tomb. 

Take a new treasure to thy trust, 
And give his sacred relics room 

To slumber in the silent dust. 

Nor pain, nor grief, nor anxious fear. 

Invade thy bounds; no mortal woes 
Can reach the silent sleepers there. 

And Angels watch thei» soft repose. 



PUBLIC SENTIMEN^T. 203 

So Jesus slept: God's dying Son 

Pass'd through the grave^ and bless'd the bed : 
Rest, rest, dear saint, till from His throne 

The morning break, and pierce the shade. 

Break from His throne, illustrious morn! 

Attend, O! Earth, His sovereign word! 
Restore thy trust, a glorious form, — 

He must ascend to meet his Lord. 

Samuel L. Knapp, Esq. a member of the Fratermty, 
then rose, and delivered an address, of considerable 
length, on the life and character of the deceased ; as 
honourable to the talents of the orator, as it was to 
the memory of the eminent citizen whose merits were 
its theme. We listened to the whole discourse with 
unmingled satisfaction, and frequently with those sen- 
sations of delight, which only deep pathos and true 
eloquence can call forth. 

The oration of Mr. Knapp bore testimony to his 
industry. He seems to have assiduously availed 
himself of the short period allowed him, to collect a 
great deal of interesting biogi^aphical materials rela- 
tive to Mr, Clinton ; and, using the lens of fancy with 
much taste and felicity, he threw, here and there, a 
poetical ray of much beauty and brightness. 

The newspapers from New-Orleans, (Louisania,) 
and from Nashville, (Tennessee,) as well as those 
from the state of Ohio, were dressed in mourning, in 
noticing the death of De Witt Chnton, 



204 EXPRESSIONS OF, &C. 

General Andrew JACEsoN'is toast, at a public 
dinner, given in Tennessee, on his Imih-day, on the 
16th March, 1828. 

The memory of De Witt Clinton — The patriot^ the 
philanthropist, and the distinguished statesman; in 
his death, New-York has lost one of her most useful 
sons, and the nation one of its brightest ornaments. 

«NOW, DE WITT CLINTON RBa»OSE8 IN 
THE MIDST OF THE CREATIONS OP HIS 
SCIENTIFIC MIND— and in after ages, when the 
stranger shall seek his grave, he will find upon it the 
same simple, but doquent inscription, which graces ■ 
the monument of the architect of Bt Pauls, in London, 
'IF YOU SEEK MY MONUMENT, LOOK 
AROUND.' » 
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